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This week’s parsha marks the beginning of the third of the five books
of Moshe. The book of Vayikra primarily deals with all of the laws
pertaining to the Temple service of offering sacrifices to Hashem.

The Torah introduces us to the world of sacrifices by referring to us as
“Adam”, something the Torah rarely does. The word Adam is used in
the context of sacrifices to suggest that it is the offering of sacrifices
that has the power to bring us back to the lofty level that Adam was
on, before he sinned by eating from the Tree of Knowledge. In fact,
when we apply knowledge and intellect to the entire concept of
korbanot, sacrifices, we are often troubled by the idea that somehow
by slaughtering animals and throwing their blood and organs on the
altar we are drawn close to an Omnipotent G-d. Why would G-d
“need” roasted meat and flowing blood to make Him “happy” with
us? It doesn’t make any sense!

Perhaps the Torah uses the word Adam to tell us that when it comes
to korbanot we need to let go of our intellect. In the “world of the
Tree of Knowledge”, the idea of korbanot makes no sense. But if we
can get back to the level of Adam before the Tree of Knowledge,
happy to follow Hashem with a simple and almost blind faith, not
requiring every mitzvah to pass muster of our intellectual criteria,
then the bringing of a korban can bring us very close to Hashem!

It is interesting that the first Korban the Torah introduces us to is the
Korban Olah, the burnt offering. The Gemara states that the Korban
Olah is brought for bad thoughts and for failing to fulfill a positive
commandment. Perhaps this is another reason why the Torah
prefaces the command of the burnt offering with the word Adam. For
Adam and Chava succumbed to eating from the forbidden fruit due to
the false thoughts the snake implanted in their minds. They believed
that they would become wise like Hashem. They thought that the
ability to discern between good and evil was a good thing! Rather
than live in simple faith with Hashem, trusting that He created them
perfect, they tried to improve on Hashem’s creation and disobeyed a
direct order. Not only were they guilty of improper thoughts, but they
also failed to eat from the Tree of Life! Had they done the mitzvah of
eating from the Tree of Life, they would have reached the ultimate
state of perfection. So because of their unhealthy thoughts and their

given the antidote, the cure in the form of the burnt offering. How
does the burnt offering, unlike other offerings, provide the antidote
to atone for improper thoughts and failings?

The answer is in the uniqueness of the offering itself. It is the only
offering that is consumed by the altar in its entirety. Unlike all other
korbanot where some of the meat is eaten, not only by the altar, but
by the Kohanim and the owner of the sacrifice as well, the Olah
offering is given entirely to Hashem.

The message? The way to overcome improper thoughts, is to give our
entire selves over to the service of Hashem. Judaism cannot be
something we “do” in our spare time. Mitzvot and Torah cannot be
something that we “fit” into our busy day of activities. If that is how
we relate to Hashem, then we will have times when we are thinking
“Jewish” and times when we are thinking not “Jewish.” If a man is
engrossed in business to make money in order to enjoy life, then his
thinking is “not” Jewish. Many of us struggle with these ideas. We
think Jewish when we are in Shul and on Shabbat, but when we leave
shul to “start” our workday, we leave the Jew behind and we put on
our other “thinking cap.” The Korban Olah teaches us that when it
comes to our thoughts, our mindset, our worldview, we must offer
our entire self to Hashem. We don’t do Judaism, we live it! We live,
think and breathe Hashem not only when we are in shul praying to
Him, but also when we leave shul to go to work. We are aware of
Hashem when we eat, when we surf the internet, when we spend
time with our spouse, when we relate to our kids and even when we
go to sleep.

Beyond this, the Torah when discussing other types of sacrifices, ones
that require us to partake from the meat of the animal, instructs us
that all “cheilev” is for Hashem. Even in those times when we are
allowed and encouraged to engage in the physical world, we must
reserve the cheilev, the best part of the animal for Hashem.

It is beyond most of us to always maintain the high levels of a Korban
Olah. This is something we should strive for but is not easily attained.
So even at those times that we can’t live up to the Olah, when we
may find ourselves fully engrossed in our business and in our other
activities, we must still remember to give our best efforts for Hashem.
Leave the best cheilev of oneself for Hashem.
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	given the antidote, the cure in the form of the burnt offering. How does the burnt offering, unlike other offerings, provide the antidote to atone for improper thoughts and failings? The answer is in the uniqueness of the offering itself. It is the only offering that is consumed by the altar in its entirety. Unlike all other korbanot where some of the meat is eaten, not only by the altar, but by the Kohanim and the owner of the sacrifice as well, the Olah offering is given entirely to Hashem. The message? The way to overcome improper thoughts, is to give our entire selves over to the service of Hashem. Judaism cannot be something we “do” in our spare time. Mitzvot and Torah cannot be something that we “fit” into our busy day of activities. If that is how we relate to Hashem, then we will have times when we are thinking  “Jewish” and times when we are thinking not “Jewish.” If a man is engrossed in business to make money in order to enjoy life, then his thinking is “not” Jewish. Many of us struggle with these ideas. We think Jewish when we are in Shul and on Shabbat, but when we leave shul to “start” our workday, we leave the Jew behind and we put on our other “thinking cap.” The Korban Olah teaches us that when it comes to our thoughts, our mindset, our worldview, we must offer our entire self to Hashem. We don’t do Judaism, we live it! We live,  think and breathe Hashem not only when we are in shul praying to Him, but also when we leave shul to go to work. We are aware of Hashem when we eat, when we surf the internet, when we spend time with our spouse, when we relate to our kids and even when we go to sleep. Beyond this, the Torah when discussing other types of sacrifices, ones that require us to partake from the meat of the animal, instructs us that all “cheilev” is for Hashem. Even in those times when we are allowed and encouraged to engage in the physical world, we must reserve the cheilev, the best part of the animal for Hashem. It is beyond most of us to always maintain the high levels of a Korban Olah. This is something we should strive for but is not easily attained. So even at those times that we can’t live up to the Olah, when we may find ourselves fully engrossed in our business and in our other activities, we must still remember to give our best efforts for Hashem. Leave the best cheilev of oneself for Hashem.
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