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The Parsha opens with the words, “and it was mikeitz two years and
Paroah dreamed a dream.” The word mikeitz is translated as “at the
end”. At the end of two years, Paroah dreamed his dream that set into
motion, Yosef’s rise to power.

The word keitz implies “the end” of something. But if the timing of
Paroah’s dream was just a coincidence, then the Torah should have
used the words, “And after the matter...”. The use of the word mikeitz
implies that it was no coincidence that Paroah had his dream after two
years passed from the end of last week’s parsha. A Divine decree was
placed on Yosef that he should suffer another two years in prison for
having asked the butler to facilitate his release. Hashem was critical
that Yosef turned to a man of flesh and blood to aid in his salvation.
Yosef should have relied solely on Hashem and no one else. Therefore
Hashem put a keitz, a time decree, on Yosef for another two years. As
soon as the keitz expired, Paroah immediately dreamed his dream that
led to Yosef’s release and rise to power.

On Chanukah we sing the famous song Ma’oz Tzur which is all about
keitz. In this six paragraph prayer, we give praise and thanks to
Hashem for redeeming us from our previous exiles.

We thank Hashem for redeeming and saving us from our exile to
Egypt. We then thank Hashem for redeeming us from the Babylonians,
the Persians from the Purim story, and lastly from the Greek exile
which we celebrate on Chanukah.

We end the song with a final prayer to be redeemed from our current
never ending exile. We ask Hashem to hasten the keitz of redemption
and salvation and to avenge the spilling of Jewish blood throughout
the millennia. “For salvation has been too delayed in coming, and
there is no keitz, end, to the evil that befalls us! Repel Eisav, our
enemies, and bring back our faithful shepherds (in the days of
Moshiach).”

We pray every night of Chanukah that Hashem bring us two “ends”. An
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end to our suffering and an end to our waiting for redemption!
Chanukah brought an end to the keitz of Greece and it heralded a
new keitz of glory under the Hashmonean Kingdom that flourished for
200 years. Chanukah is a time for miracles! It is a fortuitous time for
the tables to turn! It is always dark at the end of a keitz. Yosef, left
alone in prison, after being forgotten by the butler, needed every
ounce of faith to not fall into total despair. He must have realized
that there was no way he would ever be released without direct
intervention from Hashem. The Macabees, a small family who rose up
against tens of thousands of Greeks, must have realized there was no
way they could be victorious without the miraculous intervention of
Hashem. Our hostages who languished in the darkness of the Hamas
tunnels also realized that without Hashem they were doomed to be
there forever. Fortunately, Hashem places a keitz, a time limit, on
each challenge, on each exile. Yosef’s exile had a keitz, as did the
Egyptian, Babylonian and Greek exile. When the time limit that
Hashem ordained was complete, the redemption was immediate.

We learn from the song of Ma’oz Tzur, that Chanukah is the festival
when we give thanks and praise to Hashem for all of the keitzes we
have witnessed. Most recently, we thank Hashem for bringing the
keitz of our hostages to an end. We give thanks that we were able to
witness their salvation and rejoice together with them.

But there are Jews, here and around the world, who are still in the
keitz of evil times. The tragedies of terrorist attacks in the USA, in
Australia and in many parts of the world are proof positive that the
keitz of Eisav’s persecutions against us have still not come to an end.
As we sing the Ma’oz Tzur this Chanukah, let’s concentrate on the last
paragraph and earnestly cry out to Hashem to put an end to the days
of Admon, Eisav, so the keitz of our redemption can rise with the
coming of Moshiach and the establishing of our seven righteous
shepherds!
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the return of our fallen martyrs

Ask the Rabbi Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel

Q: | live in a private house, and | light my Chanukah menorah at the
entrance gate of my yard, facing the street.

This gate wearing tzitzis in the middle.” According to many authorities,
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hitzvah itself).
place the Chanukah

"The Monarch Who Began in the Pit”

Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

Yosef has a dream — actually two. One day he will be a king. The
dream is clear, the future seems promising... but everything turns
upside down. Instead of a crown he is thrown into a pit. Instead of
royalty he is sold as a slave. A regular person would collapse — but not
Yosef. Yosef doesn’t sink, he leads. He takes initiative everywhere he
goes: in Potiphar’s house, in prison, and eventually in Egypt itself,
running the greatest rescue plan in the region.

For questions: 0584810910 ®

Q: We are, Baruch Hashem, celebrating our son’s Bar Mitzvah on one
of the nights of Chanukah.
Can we light Chanukah candles with a bracha in the event hall?
Many of the guests are not religious, and it’s possible they won’t be
lighting candles at home.

Chanukah candles must be lit in the place where a person lives — in
their home.
Since nobody lives in an event hall, no one can fulfill their obligation
by lighting there. This is similar to what the Rema writes about
lighting in a shul: even though we light with a bracha, nobody actually
fulfills their personal mitzvah through that lighting.
The question is: If we can make a bracha in a synagogue for pirsumei
nisa (publicizing the miracle), can we do the same in a hall where
there are even more people?
The Shulchan Aruch explains that we light and make a bracha in shul
because of the importance of publicizing the miracle. Even though it is
only a custom and not a personal obligation, the bracha is still said.
Based on that, one might argue that a hall could be similar.
However, most poskim rule that we do not make a bracha when
lighting in an event hall or at public gatherings on Chanukah.
Why? Because even lighting in shul with a bracha is something that
the poskim debated heavily — and it may have been instituted only
for a shul, which also represents “a remembrance of the Beis
HaMikdash.”
Therefore, we do not extend the practice to places that are not
mentioned clearly in halacha.
This is the opinion of Rav Elyashiv, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, Rav
Wosner zt"l, and many others.
A small number of poskim — including Rav Ovadia Yosef zt"l — held
that you may make a bracha at large gatherings because of the strong
element of publicizing the miracle, especially if Maariv is being
davened there.
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	The Parsha opens with the words, “and it was mikeitz two years and Paroah dreamed a dream.” The word mikeitz is translated as “at the end”. At the end of two years, Paroah dreamed his dream that set into motion, Yosef’s rise to power. The word keitz implies “the end” of something. But if the timing of Paroah’s dream was just a coincidence, then the Torah should have used the words, “And after the matter...”. The use of the word mikeitz implies that it was no coincidence that Paroah had his dream after two years passed from the end of last week’s parsha. A Divine decree was  placed on Yosef that he should suffer another two years in prison for having asked the butler to facilitate his release. Hashem was critical that Yosef turned to a man of flesh and blood to aid in his salvation. Yosef should have relied solely on Hashem and no one else. Therefore Hashem put a keitz, a time decree, on Yosef for another two years. As soon as the keitz expired, Paroah immediately dreamed his dream that led to Yosef’s release and rise to power. On Chanukah we sing the famous song Ma’oz Tzur which is all about keitz. In this six paragraph prayer, we give praise and thanks to Hashem for redeeming us from our previous exiles.  We thank Hashem for redeeming and saving us from our exile to Egypt. We then thank Hashem for redeeming us from the Babylonians, the Persians from the Purim story, and lastly from the Greek exile which we celebrate on Chanukah. We end the song with a final prayer to be redeemed from our current never ending exile. We ask Hashem to hasten the keitz of redemption and salvation and to avenge the spilling of Jewish blood throughout the millennia. “For salvation has been too delayed in coming, and there is no keitz, end, to the evil that befalls us! Repel Eisav, our enemies, and bring back our faithful shepherds (in the days of Moshiach).” We pray every night of Chanukah that Hashem bring us two “ends”. An
	end to our suffering and an end to our waiting for redemption! Chanukah brought an end to the keitz of Greece and it heralded a new keitz of glory under the Hashmonean Kingdom that flourished for 200 years. Chanukah is a time for miracles! It is a fortuitous time for the tables to turn! It is always dark at the end of a keitz. Yosef, left alone in prison, after being forgotten by the butler, needed every ounce of faith to not fall into total despair. He must have realized that there was no way he would ever be released without direct intervention from Hashem. The Macabees, a small family who rose up against tens of thousands of Greeks, must have realized there was no way they could be victorious without the miraculous intervention of Hashem. Our hostages who languished in the darkness of the Hamas tunnels also realized that without Hashem they were doomed to be there forever. Fortunately, Hashem places a keitz, a time limit, on each challenge, on each exile. Yosef’s exile had a keitz, as did the Egyptian, Babylonian and Greek exile. When the time limit that Hashem ordained was complete, the redemption was immediate. We learn from the song of Ma’oz Tzur, that Chanukah is the festival when we give thanks and praise to Hashem for all of the keitzes we have witnessed. Most recently, we thank Hashem for bringing the keitz of our hostages to an end. We give thanks that we were able to witness their salvation and rejoice together with them. But there are Jews, here and around the world, who are still in the keitz of evil times. The tragedies of terrorist attacks in the USA, in Australia and in many parts of the world are proof positive that the keitz of Eisav’s persecutions against us have still not come to an end. As we sing the Ma’oz Tzur this Chanukah, let’s concentrate on the last paragraph and earnestly cry out to Hashem to put an end to the days of Admon, Eisav, so the keitz of our redemption can rise with the coming of Moshiach and the establishing of our seven righteous shepherds!
	Chanukah Sameach! Thank you for being part  of our - Chanukah celebration at RCK.  We loved celebrating together with you and  our amazing community!


