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The parsha of Mishpatim introduces us to many of the laws that we
were given between man and his fellow man. From these laws we
derive our Jewish moral values as to how we should treat one
another. Among the many laws we are given, the Torah discusses the
prohibition of murder and the punishment that follows. “A man who
kills another man with premeditation is to be put to death. However,
if the murderer did not plan, but Hashem brought about the matter
through his hand, then the perpetrator will be offered a place to run
to and seek refuge.”

What does the Torah mean by saying that “Hashem brought it about
through him”? Surely everything that happens in our lives is
orchestrated by Hashem! Also, by adding these words, the Torah
seems to be suggesting that Hashem wanted that person to be killed!
Rashi explains with a story. Once upon a time, there were two people,
Reuven and Shimon. Reuven killed someone by accident, while
Shimon killed someone on purpose. Reuven should have to flee to a
city of refuge and Shimon should be put to death. However, neither
incident could be tried in Jewish court because there were no
witnesses to testify. As a result, Reuven was not sent to exile for his
crime and Shimon wasn’t put to death for his crime. Hashem, the
ultimate judge, brought about a scenario in which Reuven accidentally
killed Shimon in the presence of witnesses. As a result, Shimon
received the death penalty, as he deserved, and Reuven was sent to a
city of refuge, as he deserved!

This Rashi is illuminating for it suggests that there is a valid reason as
to why things happen the way they do. Anyone seeing Reuven killing
Shimon would be very upset and would have a problem
comprehending it. Rashi tells us that there is a calculated reason
behind even the most tragic of events. It gives us hope that even in
the topsy turvy world that we live in today, there is a calculated
Divine providence to everything that happens.

Regarding the mitzvah of the city of refuge, the gemara in Makkot 10a
rules that a Rabbinic student who accidentally kills someone and flees

to a city of refuge, must bring his Rebbe, teacher, with him to exile.

The Torah states that a murderer should flee to the city of refuge so
that he may live!l The gemara understands that not only do we
protect him from an the angry relative, but we also provide him the
tools for a decent life. To a Rabbinic scholar, a life without a Rebbe is
not living. The Rambam puts it beautifully. “A life without Gemara, for
those who seek wisdom and wish to master it, is akin to death!”

A Torah scholar who wishes to grow in Torah needs his Rebbe. The
If a Rebbe
accidentally kills someone, thereby requiring him to go to the city of

reverse is also true, says the Rambam and Gemara.

refuge, his entire Yeshiva goes along with him. Why? Because the
Yeshiva students need their Rebbe to live!

As we said earlier, someone who accidentally takes another person’s
life,
happened through him anyway,

is tragic. But if he wasn’t overly reckless and the tragedy
it was clearly orchestrated by
Hashem. Because of this, the killer does not deserve death. He
deserves to live confined to a Levite city of refuge. Because he
deserves life, and a life without Torah for a Rabbinic scholar is not a
life worth living, we provide the student with his Rebbe and the
Rebbe his students.

| just got back from a short trip to the USA where | spent 32 hours in
New Jersey and flew straight back home. | left Israel motzei Shabbat
and was already back home on Tuesday morning. What prompted me
to make such a short trip to such a far destination? | flew to the US to
attend the Yeshivat Toras Moshe annual dinner at the Marriot
Newark Airport. For me, this Rambam put the entire trip into
perspective. Whatever Torah wisdom | have achieved in my 59 years
of life, | owe to my Yeshiva and to my Rebbe Rav Moshe Meiselman. It
was he who taught me to seek out the wisdom of Torah in my
formative Yeshiva years. Although my Rebbe left Israel, shortly, for
fundraising purposes and not for the tragic reason we read about in
the parsha, | truly felt like a Talmid, a seeker of Torah, privileged to
follow his Rebbe into exile, in order to reconnect with his Torah, even
if only for a few hours. Although the flights were long and the effort
great, the gift of life and reconnection | received was priceless!

Point for Growth | Structure Creates Transformation

daily example. With structure, time, and direction, he leaves
transformed. So too with our children. Identity is not built
from one event. It is built through consistent Torah and real
connection between parents and children. In a world of
screens and noise, our children crave presence.

When parents sit, listen, and learn together, something
lasting is formed. This winter we created hundreds of hours

of parent child learning. This Motzei Shabbos we celebrate
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the girls’ siyum, and next week the boys’.
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Because when identity is built through
process and connection, true freedom begins.

Ben Goldstein, manager RCK.

The Parsha opens with the laws of the Hebrew Slave. Six RCK ==
years he works, and in the seventh he goes free. The Torah
teaches that real freedom is a process. It is not a moment of %
inspiration, but steady growth with purpose. The servant is .
placed in the home of a G-d fearing person, learning through
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Ask the Rabbi Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel

What is the halachic meaning of the Gemara’s statement
“When Adar enters, we increase in joy”? How exactly do we increase in
joy? What am | expected to do? And does this begin from the first day
of Rosh Chodesh Adar, or only from the second day?

Answer: The Gemara in Maseches Taanis teaches, “Just as when Av
enters we decrease in joy, so too when Adar enters we increase in joy.”
In the laws of the Three Weeks, the Shulchan Aruch clearly explains
how to decrease joy: we do not eat meat, do not drink wine, do not do
laundry, do not take haircuts, and many other details. But in Hilchos
Purim, the Shulchan Aruch does not explain how to increase joy. In
fact, it does not even mention this obligation explicitly. It would seem
there is no specific practical instruction.

However, | once heard an explanation in the name of Rav Yechezkel
Schwartz shlit”a, based on the Chasam Sofer. The Chasam Sofer writes
that the first mitzvah a bar mitzvah boy fulfills is to serve Hashem with
joy. The Torah does not command joy in a direct positive way, only
negatively, “Because you did not serve Hashem with joy.” If we were
commanded explicitly to be joyful, it might become difficult to fulfill.
We would start measuring it. How much joy is required? Is there a
shiur? Did I fulfill my obligation? The moment it becomes a technical
command, the simplicity of joy could be lost.

So too here. The Shulchan Aruch does not give detailed instructions
how to increase joy in Adar, so that we can actually rejoice without
overthinking it.

But if you still ask, what practically should | do? How do | increase joy?
We find two things in Torah that bring joy. One is Torah learning, as it
says, “The precepts of Hashem are upright, gladdening the heart.”

The second is wine, as it says, “Wine gladdens the heart of man.”l once
read that Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt”l would drink a small amount of wine
during the days of Adar in order to increase joy. Certainly one should
also increase in Torah learning, which brings joy and light to the heart.

One might ask: how can we increase in Torah learning? We are already
obligated to learn every free moment, as it says, “You shall meditate in
it day and night.” How can there be more than the obligation?

The Rebbe of Gur, the Lev Simcha, explained on the Mishnah in Pirkei
Avos, “One who increases Torah increases life.” How can one increase
Torah if he is already obligated constantly? He answered that the
Mishnah refers to someone who causes others to learn Torah. By
inspiring and enabling others to learn, he increases Torah in the world.

Therefore, during Adar, one can increase joy by helping others learn
Torah. Each person according to his ability, whether by organizing a
shiur, supporting Torah financially, offering to learn b’chavrusa with
someone, or encouraging others to join learning.

The sefer Piskei Teshuvos writes that in anything through which one
can increase joy, there is a mitzvah, and each person should evaluate in
his heart how to increase joy in matters of mitzvah.

Regarding your second question, since the first day of Rosh Chodesh is
actually the thirtieth of Shevat, and the count of Adar begins only on
the second day of Rosh Chodesh, it would seem that “when Adar
enters” technically begins on the second day. Nevertheless, there is
certainly no prohibition in beginning to increase joy already from the
first day. There is no such thing as “joy in vain.”

Shabbat Shalom.

A Coin of Fire
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi e e

The Midrash tells us that when Hashem commanded Moshe about the
half-shekel as a “ransom for the soul,” Moshe struggled to understand:
how can half a shekel atone for a person’s life? Hashem then showed
him a coin of fire from beneath the Throne of Glory, as it says, “This
they shall give.” Several questions arise. What exactly did Moshe not
understand? Isn’t it clear that charity brings atonement, as it says,
“Tzedakah saves from death,” and that teshuvah, tefillah, and tzedakah
remove a harsh decree? And what is the answer in showing a “coin of
fire”? How does that resolve Moshe’s question? And why is the coin
from beneath the Throne of Glory?

Many explain that a “coin of fire” means giving with passion and
enthusiasm. But there is a deeper approach.

The Jewish people needed atonement for the sin of the Golden Calf.
The punishment was collective, on the entire nation, not only on those
who actually sinned. When Hashem said, “I will destroy them in an
instant,” even Shevet Levi was included, although they did not sin. The
decree was on Klal Yisrael as a whole.Therefore, the atonement also
had to be collective. “Each man shall give a ransom for his soul...
everyone who passes among those counted.” Every Jew had to give a
half-shekel and unite with the nation in a joint contribution for the
Mishkan or the communal korbanos. When the entire nation gives

together, that unity itself brings atonement.

Chazal reflect this in halachah: just before the collection closed on
Rosh Chodesh Nisan, Beis Din would add half-shekels on behalf of
those whose contributions had not yet arrived. It was essential that all
of Klal Yisrael be included. On the other hand, if someone refused to
give, he was compelled. The collectors would even take collateral
from him. Moshe wondered: how can a donation given by force bring
atonement? Hashem’s answer was to show him a “coin of fire from
beneath the Throne of Glory.” “Beneath the Throne of Glory” is not a
physical location; it is a description. The Gemara teaches that the
souls of the Jewish people are hewn from there, from that exalted
and pure source. It means that a Jewish soul is naturally drawn to
holiness. Deep inside, every Jew longs for Hashem.

So even if the coin is taken from a Jew without enthusiasm and under
pressure, at the root he is filled with inner love for Hashem. That coin,
too, is ultimately a “coin of fire.” A Jew may think he is doing a
mitzvah without desire, but deep within there burns a flame of
connection and love. The half-shekel reveals what is already there,
and that is why it brings atonement. Because beneath the Throne of
Glory there is not only a coin of fire. There is also a lulav of fire,
tefillin of fire, tzitzis of fire. Every mitzvah, even when performed
under external pressure, is only the body being forced. The soul truly
wants it. Even an action done without much excitement can still be
full of meaning. It can still burn with fire.
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