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Parshat Kedoshim is unique in the sense that Moshe taught the
mitzvot that are contained within, to the entire congregation of
Israel. Usually Moshe would teach a mitzvah or a piece of Torah to
Aharon, then to Aharon’s sons and then to the Elders and they would
relay them to the rest of the congregation. Rashi tells us that from
the opening words of the Parsha it is clear that Moshe was instructed
to teach this parsha to all of the Jewish people simultaneously.

Rashi explains that the majority of the Torah’s fundamental principles
and laws are found in parshat Kedoshim and therefore he taught it to
them together. What did Moshe gain by teaching them these laws as
one and not the usual way of transmitting that Moshe did with the
other parshiyot of Torah? We can ask a similar question regarding the
receiving of the Ten Commandments. Hashem gave the first two
commandments, “l am the Lord your G-d...” and “You shall not have
other gods beside me...”, directly to the Jewish people without an
intermediary. The last eight Hashem spoke to Moshe who then
relayed them to the people. Why did Hashem need to speak to all of
them directly and not through Moshe? It is because our entire belief
in Torah is based on the first two commandments! Belief in One G-d
is the cornerstone of the entire Torah. Without it, we are a made-up
religion like any other. Certainly such an important fundamental
could not be left to relay. Had Moshe transmitted to Am Yisrael these
most important fundamentals himself, anyone could have challenged
him, at a later time, by claiming that he made up the principles by
himself. Therefore, we needed to hear the essentials directly from
Hashem Himself. That way, no one would be able to deny the
authenticity of the Torah.

Similarly, some of the most important principles of Judaism are found
in our parsha. Had the people received instruction from the Elders,
who received from Moshe, they could have contested them by
questioning the accuracy of the transmission. Perhaps the Elders
misunderstood what Moshe had taught? Perhaps they added things
based on their own faulty understanding. Because these laws are so
vital to the essence of Judaism, Hashem told Moshe to teach them to

Point for Growth | Parshas Kedoshim: Vision. Action. Love.

Rabbi Dovid Horwitz grew up in Los Angeles, far from the Torah
world. His father arranged for him to learn twice a week with one of
the rabbis at the L.A kollel. That relationship didn't just teach him
Torah. It showed him what a life built around Torah looks like. And
from those sessions, a vision was born: how do | build this for
someone else?

At twenty he made aliyah with a sense of mission. He learned for ten
years at Yeshivas Toras Moshe under Rav Moshe Meiselman. At
thirty-two he made his move. He gathered ten families, came to
and started the Kollel
guarantees. No safety net. Just a vision and love.

Ra'anana, at Beit Knesset Moriah. No
That was twenty eight years ago. Today RCK touches children,
teenagers, families and an entire community.

Not because conditions were perfect. Because one man refused to let
a vision stay a vision.

Chazal teach: whoever is beloved by people is beloved by Hashem.

the people simultaneously so that each one heard the same words,
directly from Moshe himself.

What laws, found in the parsha, are deemed to be among the most
essential parts of Judaism? To name a few: the mitzvah of Shabbat,
honoring parents, the prohibition against stealing, cheating in
business, taking revenge, bearing grudges, and to love our fellow Jew
as ourself.

The common thread that makes these so fundamental is that they
require trust and faith. To keep Shabbat, we have to trust that there
is a G-d and that He created the world in six days and rested on the
seventh. To honor parents, we have to trust that the two people
raising us are indeed our parents who conceived us. To withstand the
desire to steal and cheat in business, we need to trust that our
parnassa, our livelihood, comes from Hashem, that He is capable of
giving us parnassa without us resorting to non kosher methods to
achieve success. To love our fellow Jew, we need to trust that he is
created in the image of Hashem and has a holiness that we need to
appreciate and respect.

By adhering to these mitzvot, we develop and strengthen our
emunah, our faith system, in these vital areas. Only then can we
receive the remaining mitzvot from the Elders, for we apply this
emunah to our chachamim, our elders and sages, as well.

Indeed, emunah, is the most important ingredient to living a
successful Torah life. With emuna, we are able to navigate not only
the Torah and its mitzvot, but also the topsy turvy world we live in.
Without faith, living in Eretz Yisrael, especially during these difficult
times, can be a harrowing and anxiety ridden experience. Waiting
each day to find out if the war is on or off, the continued uncertainty
of it all, can make any of us question whether we wouldn’t be better
off living elsewhere. Emunah gives us the ability to trust that Hashem
is guiding all events, especially those taking place in Eretz Yisrael,
thereby liberating us to concentrate on the task at hand, kedoshim
tihiyu, living a life of holiness and spirituality in our very own Holy
Land!

When people love you below, Hashem loves what you are doing
above. Rabbi Horwitz lives this. And that itself is the sign that what he
built is real.

Point for Growth: The Kollel Rabbi who learned with a teenager in Los
Angeles had no idea what he was planting. Neither did that teenager.
Until thirty-two years later he looked around and saw hundreds of
lives changed. Vision without action is a dream. Action without vision
is noise. But vision acted on, day after day, with love, that builds
worlds. We wish Rabbi Horwitz continued hatzlacha in building and
elevating Torah. And if this is the pace of the first half, we are
honestly a little nervous about

what happens now that he is
picking up speed. May he be

zocheh to health, simcha, and Torah
for many years to come.

Ben Goldstein, on behalf

of RCK and the community!
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Ask the Rabbi Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel
Q: Can you say Shehecheyanu on a new fruit or new clothing during
Sefirah?

A: Yes. The Maamar Mordechai writes that the minhag not to say
Shehecheyanu during Sefirah is not correct and likely comes from
mixing it up with the Three Weeks. The Mishnah Berurah brings this
as halacha. So you can say Shehecheyanu on a new fruit or new

clothing. It is also permitted to buy new clothing. The only things we
refrain from during Sefirah are marriage, haircuts including shaving,
and music or dancing. Some people are machmir not to buy new
clothing, but that is not the main halacha.

Q: If | daven Maariv late, should | count Sefirah earlier right after
nightfall?

A: Rav Moshe Feinstein holds you should not count before Krias
Shema and Maariv, based on the rule that what is more frequent
comes first. However, Rav Shmuel Wosner says that if you are not
davening Maariv now anyway, you may count earlier. There is even
an advantage to count as early as possible to have a full night of
“temimot.” Still, in practice, he does not recommend separating it
from Maariv because it may lead to forgetting one night. Keeping it
together with Maariv helps ensure consistency.
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The Secret of the Ibn Ezra
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

The Sa’ir HaMishtaleach — Clarifying Who We Are
At the beginning of the parsha we meet one of the most mysterious

avodos, the sa’ir haMishtaleach. Two identical goats, one is brought
as a korban to Hashem and the other is sent out to the midbar, to
Azazel. The question is obvious. What is Azazel, and how does sending
a goat away bring kaparah?

The lbn Ezra first explains simply that Azazel is a place. But he rejects
it, because by the metzora the bird is sent away alive, while here the
goat is sent to its death. He then hints that there is a deeper secret,
something hidden after the word Azazel, and says it can be
understood through a hint of thirty three.

The Ramban explains that the sa’ir is not a korban at all, but a doron,
a gift directed toward the forces of |'T to quiet the kitrug. This is not
chas veshalom avodah zarah, but a 107 in how Hashem teaches us to
deal with evil. Like Yaakov sending a gift to Eisav, not fighting directly,
but neutralizing the power. The hint of the Ibn Ezra becomes clearer.
Thirty three pesukim after Azazel we find “Dn'nat NX TIV 1INAT' NI
D"1'wwY”. There is a relationship to these forces, but not of avodah.
We do not bring korbanos to them, we push them away. That is why
the goat is sent, not offered.

Q: | have a job interview during Sefirah. Since appearance matters,
can | shave for parnassah?

A: Rav Moshe Feinstein writes that if not shaving will cause a real
financial loss, it is permitted, since the minhag was not accepted in a
case of loss. However, each case must be judged carefully. Today,
many respectable professionals do not shave, and sometimes
explaining that you are observing Sefirah can even make a positive
impression. Therefore, you should think it through. If you conclude
that not shaving will truly harm your chances, there is room to
permit a one time shave. After that, you should continue keeping the
minhag for the rest of Sefirah.

I laving n;nuj'(-f 1
Melech ben Aharon Leib
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Another approach, 212x2'n 1'% AT QOI' '21 DA, sees the remez in
the letters before Azazel, forming the word Sukkos. This connects to
2”7 9 in Bereishis, the meeting between Yaakov and Eisav, after
which it says “Nnniaio voa 1pyn”. First comes the encounter with the
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“sa’ir”, and only then Sukkos. The same is true in the year. First Yom

Kippur and the sending away, then Sukkos.

The Chasam Sofer adds another layer. The letters around Azazel point
to the gematria of chametz. On Yom Kippur a person places all his
“chametz”, his gaavah and inner swelling, onto the goat and sends it
away. Not as a korban, but as a declaration, this is not who | am. All of
this comes together into one point. There are outside forces, there is
an inner struggle, and there is a process of clarity. Yom Kippur is a day
of 118 11 111Y. A person does not have to identify with his weaknesses.
He can step back and say, this is not me.

And from that clarity comes real cheirus. Only then can a person enter
the sukkah, a life of simplicity, calm, and living with the presence of
Hashem. Shabbat Shalom
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