2
RCKOLLEL.COM

RCK

Since 1998

Bs"d

Torah Bytes

A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz

and the Rabbanim of the Ra’anana Kollel

RA'ANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL

In the merit of our soldiers and hostages

Tetzaveh 5785

Shabbat Times
17:23 a1 18:20

W

Issue 74

Parshat Tetzaveh is usually read the week before Purim and it is easy
to find a connection between the ideas found in the Parsha and the
ideas of Purim.

The main theme of the parsha is the making of the clothing of the
Kohen Gadol, the High Priest. The Torah describes how the Kohen
Gadol would wear four special garments, in addition to the four that
any Kohen would wear. The additional garments were the Eiphod, the
Choshen, the Tzitz and the Me’il. The gemara tells us that each
garment atoned for a different sin that may have been present among
the Jewish people. The Eiphod atoned for avoda zara, idolatry. The
Choshen atoned for perversion of justice. The me’il atoned for lashon
hara, slander, and the Tzitz atoned for improper thoughts of the
Kohen during his service.

The point that the gemara is making is that the Kohen’s clothing in
specific, and clothing in general, are not just pieces of material that
we wear to cover our nakedness. They also carry positive properties
that can propel us closer to Hashem by encouraging us to behave
better!

In the times of Purim, clothing also played a pivotal role. After
Mordechai was elevated to power with the downfall of Haman, the
Megilla stresses how Mordechai went out into the streets wearing
five royal garments and that the the city of Shushan rejoiced and was

happy! Seeing the royal garments that Mordechai was wearing,
brought tremendous joy to the people, which led to the Jewish
people accepting mitzvot upon themselves! Just seeing the royal
garments being worn by such a tzaddik, was so inspiring that it led
the people to draw closer to Hashem!

There is a custom to wear costumes on Purim. What is a costume but
different clothing that a person is not used to wearing. A person who
dresses up as himself is not wearing a costume. The purpose of
wearing costumes on Purim is to tell ourselves that we are not happy
with where we currently are in life with regards to our service of
Hashem. Some children dress up as a Kohen Gadol or as Mordechai
on Purim. Just as the clothing of the Kohen Gadol and the clothing of
Mordechai, helped elevate them to becoming holier people, so too
parents who dress their children in these holy costumes are showing
how they want more for their children than meets the eye. They have
spiritual aspirations for their children and themselves!

How sad it is to see adults and children dressing down for Purim than
dressing up for Purim. The costume that one chooses to wear on
Purim reveals what is truly in his heart. Let’s strive that the clothing
we wear, on Purim, and throughout the year, are one’s that will bring
us closer to Hashem, and not G-d forbid bring us farther away from

Him!

Avodas Hashem: Working
Toward or Holding On

Rabbi
Isaac Bernstein

In Parshas Tetzaveh, the Torah commands, "Nn72n 2'Na %u INX Nnw|"—
that the Tzitz, the golden headplate of the Kohen Gadol, should be
placed upon a string of techeiles. However, in Parshas Pekudei, the
Torah describes the making of the Tzitz and states, "7'na 1'5v 1N
n73n"—that the techeiles was placed on the Tzitz. Chazal point out
the seeming contradiction: Was the Tzitz on the techeiles, or was the
techeiles on the Tzitz?

Rav Moshe Feinstein zt"l explains that this contradiction represents
two different aspects of our avodas Hashem. The Tzitz is the epitome
of kedusha, bearing the words "n% wip'"—holiness to Hashem—
without any steps or preparation. It symbolizes those moments of
incredible inspiration, where one feels an overwhelming sense of
closeness to Hashem. The techeiles, on the other hand, represents
gradual growth, as the Gemara in Menachos (43b) teaches: "n%22nn
vy nniT o 07 nniT'—the techeiles reminds us of the sea, which
reflects the sky, which in turn reminds us of the kisei hakavod, the
throne of Hashem. The journey of techeiles is a process, a series of
steps leading upwards towards kedusha.

This reflects the two phases of spiritual growth. Sometimes, the
process of avodah is a slow and steady climb, step by step, as we work
towards a higher level. This is the path of the techeiles, where we
work hard to reach a state of inspiration and holiness. Other times,
inspiration comes first—we have a powerful davening, hear a moving
shiur, experience an extraordinary Shabbos, or even witness a miracle
in our lives.

In those moments, we feel a surge of closeness to Hashem, a glimpse
of the ultimate "'n% wTp." But the avodah doesn’t end there—it starts
there! The real challenge is what comes next: the daily commitment to
maintain and build upon that inspiration, ensuring it is not fleeting but
becomes a foundation for lasting growth.

This is the message of the dual positioning of the Tzitz and the
techeiles.

At times, the Tzitz comes first, and our job is to strengthen it with
techeiles, reinforcing the inspiration with a steady, meaningful avodas
Hashem. Other times, the techeiles comes first, representing the
steady effort that eventually brings us to moments of "n2 wp'."

A life of avodas Hashem is not just about the highs—it’s about the
work before and after them. Whether we are striving for inspiration

or holding onto it after experiencing it, our mission remains the same:
to continue growing, step by step, in our relationship with Hashem.
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