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The parsha begins, “These are the children of Yaakov, Yosef...” The
obvious difficulty is why the Torah only lists Yosef when describing
the offspring of Yaakov for we know that he had 12 sons and one
daughter as well!

Rashi explains that Yosef is the spark that would ignite and consume
the straw that is Eisav. Last week’s parsha enumerated the scores of
chieftains and warriors that descended from Eisav, all wicked and of
illegitimate origin. Yaakov was worried that he would not be able to
stand up to such evil, whereupon Hashem told him not to worry, for
Yosef would be the flame to ignite the straw of Eisav.

Yosef needed to be groomed for the task that would lie ahead. He
needed to become a king that would have the power to wage a battle
of good against evil. To facilitate this, Hashem orchestrated a complex
series of events whereby the brothers inexplicably wanted to kill their
brother, deciding at the last instant, to sell him instead. This
eventually brought Yosef down to Egypt, where he lived in the royal
house of Potiphar, learning about royalty. Later, Hashem arranged for
him to be falsely accused of impropriety with his mistress, landing
him in the dungeons for many years, until he was brought out to
interpret Paroah’s dreams, propelling him to power. During his
incarceration in prison, he learned valuable skills from the butler and
baker of Paroah, who were also imprisoned there.

Only Hashem knows why Yosef needed to be imprisoned for so long
but his stay was calculated to the second. As soon as it was time for
him to come out of prison, Paroah dreamed the dreams that would be
the catalyst for Yosef’s release. Hashem did not keep Yosef in prison
for one iota more than he needed to be.

There is a valuable lesson to be learned from the way in which Yosef
was released from jail. The parsha tells us that one morning, the
butler and baker woke up agitated, for they had each dreamed a
dream that disturbed their peace of mind. Their dreams were very
vivid yet they were unable to decipher their meaning. Yosef, noticing
that they were in a foul mood, approached and asked them what the
trouble was. It was then that they divulged to him that they dreamed
a dream and they could not decipher it. Yosef offered them his
services as a dream interpreter and deciphered their dreams to letter.
The butler was told by Yosef that he would be reinstated to his
former position, whereas the baker would be taken out and hung to
death. As he interpreted them, so did they come to pass. The baker
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was hung and the butler was reinstated to his former position. Two
years later, Paroah dreamed a dream that he could not decipher. He
called upon Yosef to interpret his dream, and the rest, as they say, is
history. Yosef was catapulted from the lowest of lows to the highest
of highs!

Yosef then went on to save the entire world of famine due to his
wisdom and ability to rule Egypt properly. Indeed, not only did the
house of Jacob owe their survival to Yosef, but all of Egypt and the
world as well!

This again was clearly Hashem’s plan from the beginning, and like all
plans that Hashem orchestrates, it turned out, | believe, exactly as
Hashem intended it to unfold.

However, looking back, we can say that had the butler and baker not
unburdened themselves to Yosef, none of this plan would have
materialized the way that it did! We breathe a sigh of relief and thank
Hashem that the butler and baker decided to unburden themselves to
Yosef. But why did they? What prompted them to include Yosef in
their problems? The answer is that Yosef approached them first,
asking them why they were upset and moody!

It was Yosef who initiated the chain of events that would lead to his
own salvation and to the salvation of Bnei Yisrael, Egypt and the
entire world!

Had Yosef not taken notice of their mood, had he not been the caring
person that he was, then this story would not have unfolded in the
way that it did!

We learn from here an incredible thing. Life is a stage. Hashem sets
up the stage in order for us to play our part, but we need to play our
part!! We need to pick up on the cues that Hashem sends us
constantly so that we don’t miss our scene!

Hashem orchestrated the entire sequence of events to bring Yosef
from rags to riches, from depravity to power, but Yosef had to make
the first move. He had to turn the key for the car to start. Had Yosef
said to himself on that fateful morning that the issues of the baker
and butler were “none of my business”, then he would have missed

the opportunity to become the king of Egypt and the sustainer of all
life!

The world is a stage. Let’s be alert to when we are meant to play our
part, so that we don’t miss out! The show will go on, with or without
us. Let’s make sure that we play our part when our time comes!
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	The parsha begins, “These are the children of Yaakov, Yosef...” The obvious difficulty is why the Torah only lists Yosef when describing the offspring of Yaakov for we know that he had 12 sons and one daughter as well! Rashi explains that Yosef is the spark that would ignite and consume the straw that is Eisav. Last week’s parsha enumerated the scores of chieftains and warriors that descended from Eisav, all wicked and of illegitimate origin. Yaakov was worried that he would not be able to stand up to such evil, whereupon Hashem told him not to worry, for Yosef would be the flame to ignite the straw of Eisav.  Yosef needed to be groomed for the task that would lie ahead. He needed to become a king that would have the power to wage a battle of good against evil. To facilitate this, Hashem orchestrated a complex series of events whereby the brothers inexplicably wanted to kill their brother, deciding at the last instant, to sell him instead. This eventually brought Yosef down to Egypt, where he lived in the royal house of Potiphar, learning about royalty. Later, Hashem arranged for him to be falsely accused of impropriety with his mistress, landing him in the dungeons for many years, until he was brought out to interpret Paroah’s dreams, propelling him to power. During his incarceration in prison, he learned valuable skills from the butler and baker of Paroah, who were also imprisoned there. Only Hashem knows why Yosef needed to be imprisoned for so long but his stay was calculated to the second. As soon as it was time for him to come out of prison, Paroah dreamed the dreams that would be the catalyst for Yosef’s release. Hashem did not keep Yosef in prison for one iota more than he needed to be.  There is a valuable lesson to be learned from the way in which Yosef was released from jail. The parsha tells us that one morning, the butler and baker woke up agitated, for they had each dreamed a dream that disturbed their peace of mind. Their dreams were very vivid yet they were unable to decipher their meaning. Yosef, noticing that they were in a foul mood, approached and asked them what the trouble was. It was then that they divulged to him that they dreamed a dream and they could not decipher it. Yosef offered them his services as a dream interpreter and deciphered their dreams to letter. The butler was told by Yosef that he would be reinstated to his former position, whereas the baker would be taken out and hung to death. As he interpreted them, so did they come to pass. The baker
	was hung and the butler was reinstated to his former position. Two years later, Paroah dreamed a dream that he could not decipher. He called upon Yosef to interpret his dream, and the rest, as they say, is history. Yosef was catapulted from the lowest of lows to the highest of highs! Yosef then went on to save the entire world of famine due to his wisdom and ability to rule Egypt properly. Indeed, not only did the house of Jacob owe their survival to Yosef, but all of Egypt and the world as well! This again was clearly Hashem’s plan from the beginning, and like all plans that Hashem orchestrates, it turned out, I  believe, exactly as Hashem intended it to unfold. However, looking back, we can say that had the butler and baker not unburdened themselves to Yosef, none of this plan would have materialized the way that it did! We breathe a sigh of relief and thank Hashem that the butler and baker decided to unburden themselves to Yosef. But why did they? What prompted them to include Yosef in their problems? The answer is that Yosef approached them first, asking them why they were upset and moody! It was Yosef who initiated the chain of events that would lead to his own salvation and to the salvation of Bnei Yisrael, Egypt and the entire world! Had Yosef not taken notice of their mood, had he not been the caring person that he was, then this story would not have unfolded in the  way that it did! We learn from here an incredible thing. Life is a stage. Hashem sets up the stage in order for us to play our part, but we need to play our part!! We need to pick up on the cues that Hashem sends us constantly so that we don’t miss our scene! Hashem orchestrated the entire sequence of events to bring Yosef from rags to riches, from depravity to power, but Yosef had to make the first move. He had to turn the key for the car to start. Had Yosef said to himself on that fateful morning that the issues of the baker and butler were “none of my business”, then he would have missed the opportunity to become the king of Egypt and the sustainer of all life! The world is a stage. Let’s be alert to when we are meant to play our part, so that we don’t miss out! The show will go on, with or without us. Let’s make sure that we play our part when our time comes!
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