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This week’s parsha finds the Jewish people thirsting for water,
whereupon Hashem instructs Moshe to take his staff and draw water
from a rock by speaking to it. Instead, Moshe takes the staff and
draws water from the rock by hitting it. Hashem then tells Moshe
and Aharon that because they did not follow His instructions
properly, for Hashem wanted Moshe to speak to the rock and not hit
it, they would both be barred entry into the land of Israel.

This episode is so difficult to understand because it is practically a
repeat scene from Parshat B’shalach where the same situation
played out. The Jewish people had just left Egypt and they came to
Refidim, a place without water. Hashem instructed Moshe to take
the staff that he had used to strike the Nile river, and strike the rock
upon which time water would gush forth. Moshe did as Hashem told
him. He struck the rock and water came out.

The obvious question is, why did Hashem want Moshe to hit the rock
in Parshat B’shalach but to speak to the rock in Parshat Chukat?
Either hit the rock both times or speak to the rock both times! It
must be that whatever lesson the people were meant to learn from
the rock being struck, was different than the lesson that would be
derived from the rock being spoken to.

Rashi, in Parshat B’shalach, explains that by hitting the rock,
Hashem was teaching the people that the staff of Moshe was not a
staff of woe. Until now, Moshe’s staff was associated with
punishment. The staff was used to bring the plagues to punish the
Egyptians. It was also used to drown the Egyptians at the Yam Suf.
Hashem wanted to show them that the staff of Moshe could also act

REBUILDING CHODESH TAMUZ

47" | THROUGH TORAH AND CONNECTION
RABBI RAPHAEL STOHL

Tamuz is a month of “tikkun” - a time to fix the mistakes of our
nation’s past and build toward an even more glorious future. The
month of Tamuz, and specifically the 17th of Tamuz, should have
been a time of “chag” - simcha and rejoicing (see Shemos 32:5). How
so? Well, after Hashem revealed Himself on Har Sinai (on Shavuos),
Moshe ascended the mountain to receive and bring the luchos down
to Am Yisrael. Had everything gone as planned, Moshe would have
descended with the luchos on the 17th of Tamuz, exactly 40 days
after Shavuos. It would have been a celebration of Torah! But that
“chag” never came to be. Instead, we made the terrible mistake of
the egel ha’zahav... and it’s up to us to rectify that aveirah. How? By
embodying the message of those very luchos! This summer, the
Ra’anana Summer Kollel is honored to join with the entire Ra’anana
community to learn with one another.. to connect with one
another... to bring the luchos into our lives,

through talmud Torah and love between our fellow Jews. Please
reach out and join us in the rebuilding of Chodesh Tamuz!
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as a source of blessing. Therefore it was important for the people to
see the staff bringing forth life restoring waters.

In this week’s parsha, the people have spent 38 years in the desert
learning Torah day and night, living a miraculous existence with
bread from Heaven and clouds of glory keeping their journey
comfortable. Now, as they are about to enter the land of Israel,
Hashem wants to teach them that one could draw water from a rock
just by speaking to it. It does not need to be struck!

These two episodes are reflective of two ways Hashem relates to us.
Hashem wants to draw water from us. He wants our mitzvot and He
wants our Torah study. He wants us to keep Shabbat, Yom Tov and
all of the other mitzvot. He wants to be the primary purpose in our
lives. There are two ways that Hashem draws out the best of us. One
way is by striking us, as a staff would hit a rock. It may be painful and
unpleasant but it works. Just as olives need to be crushed before
they produce their oil, we often need to be pressed into performing
our duties properly. That was the message when they left Egypt.
They were still weak in faith and their connection to Hashem was
immature. They needed the lesson of the rock being struck to keep
them on a straight path. Now, 38 years later, their faith in Hashem is
complete. Their connection to Torah is strong. Hashem wants to
teach them that their relationship needs to be one of speech,
positivity, and not of blows. When Moshe hit the rock instead of
speaking to it, he failed to teach the people this vital lesson and was
punished for it.

Two and a half years ago, we needed to grow in our Emunah through
the rock being struck. We pray that from here on, our faith is strong
enough to enjoy a beautiful relationship of speech with Hashem, one
that brings out our best, that will lead to prayer and redemption.

- <fPOINT FOR GROWTH | WHY AN ENTIRE

A\ | GENERATION GOT STUCK
BEN GOLDSTEIN, RCK DIRECTOR

"Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me." This is a heavy
moment. Hashem rules against Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon
HaKohen, the gedolei hador: you are not going into Eretz Yisrael.
Hashem demanded leadership of complete and total emunah. And
the moment that broke, the mission passed on. How do you conquer
a land if you don't believe in the One sending you? Klal Yisrael can
only do this with a leader who believes completely. Emunah is the
most fundamental thing when it comes to rallying people to a
mission. This is the deepest principle in all of growth psychology.
You will never rise above the image you have of yourself. Want to
succeed? Want to change? You have to believe you can. Want to
break a pattern that has been holding you back for years? The
results won't change until the belief changes first.

Weekly Challenge: Change what you believe about yourself. Old
beliefs produce old results. New beliefs create new people. It all
starts there. The RCK Summer Kollel is spreading its wings! Everyone
is welcome!

Welcome to the RCK Summer Kollel bochurim and the dear Stohl family, who have joined us in Ra'anana for a month of Torah, growth, connection,
and sharing Torah with our community.
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Question: A grandfather from the United States arranged a Sheva
Brachos Shabbos for his granddaughter, who was married in Israel.
He booked a guest house in Israel for Parshas Beha’aloscha and
paid a 20% deposit.

As Shabbos approached, the owner of the guest house noticed
that none of the guests had arrived. He called the grandfather,
who was surprised and replied, “What do you mean? The Shabbos
is next week!”

It soon became clear what had happened. The grandfather had
checked his local calendar in America, where Parshas Beha’aloscha
was being read one week later than in Israel due to the differences
created by the second day of Shavuos.

Now the question arose: Does the grandfather have to pay the
remaining balance, or must the guest house return the deposit?

Answer: In matters of rentals and agreements, halacha generally
follows the local understanding and terminology of the place
where the agreement is being carried out. Since in Israel that
Shabbos was indeed Parshas Beha’aloscha, the guest house
acted properly and prepared everything for that date, including
food, staff, accommodations, and other arrangements.
Therefore, even though the grandfather made an honest mistake
due to the difference between the Israeli and American
calendars, he is responsible for paying the remaining balance.
However, the guest house owner must deduct any expenses that
were saved because the event did not take place. For example,
cleaning costs that were never incurred, wages that workers
would receive as po’el batel rather than full pay, and any food
that can still be used for future events.

In short, the grandfather remains responsible for the booking,
but the guest house may charge only for its actual losses and
expenses.

| WISH 1 HAD COME HERE SOONER
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In this week's parsha, we say goodbye to Aharon HaKohen. Chazal
describe his passing in a remarkable way. As Moshe removed each
of Aharon's garments, a Cloud of Glory immediately covered him.
Piece by piece, the cloud rose higher and higher until Aharon was
completely enveloped.

Moshe asked him, "What do you see?" And Aharon answered with
words that are both surprising and powerful: "l am not worthy to
describe it, but | only wish | had come here sooner."

We might have expected Aharon to describe the incredible light,
the holiness, or the spiritual pleasure he was experiencing.
Instead, he tells Moshe how he feels. His overwhelming feeling
was simple: Why did | wait so long?

Rav Pincus points out something profound. Earlier in the Midrash,
when Aharon realizes he is approaching the end of his life, he
follows Moshe up the mountain like a sheep being led to
slaughter. From the outside, the journey looks frightening. But
once he experiences the reality, all the fear disappears. The only
thing left is the realization that he should have gotten there
sooner.

The same thing often happens in our spiritual lives. Before taking
a step forward, we focus on what we might lose. "If | learn more
Torah, I'll have less free time." "If | become more committed, life
will be harder." We see the sacrifice before we see the gain.

But the Midrash teaches a different lesson. The moment

Question: In light of the previous question, and considering that
the difference in the weekly Torah readings between Israel and
Chutz La’Aretz can create challenges for rabbis who share divrei
Torah across both communities, and for people who travel
between Israel and abroad and may end up missing a parsha,

should communities in Chutz La’Aretz perhaps reunite the
schedules much earlier rather than waiting until Chukas-Balak or
Matos—-Masei?

Answer: | found that Rav Moshe Menachem Halberstam zt”l
suggested that there is logic to such an idea. The differing Torah-
reading schedules were established in a time when travel
between Israel and Chutz La’Aretz was uncommon. As a result,
the gap between the parshiyos did not create significant
inconvenience.

Today, however, with frequent travel, global communication, and
Torah content being shared instantly across continents, the
discrepancy can create confusion and inconvenience for many
people. Rav Halberstam therefore suggested that there may have
been room for the leading poskim of a generation to establish a
fixed practice of reuniting the schedules immediately after the
Yom Tov that created the split.

He added that had we merited it, perhaps great authorities such
as Rav Moshe Feinstein and Rav Yitzchak Weiss (the Minchas
Yitzchak) could have instituted such a change.

On the other hand, Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt”l strongly objected to
the proposal and reportedly responded, “Chas v’shalom to
change the practice handed down by our predecessors.”
Although he noted that this is not technically a takanah of Chazal
themselves, since in earlier generations some communities
completed the Torah cycle over three years, it nevertheless
remains a longstanding and universally accepted Jewish custom.
In my humble opinion, even if one accepts that changing the
schedule would not violate a formal enactment of Chazal, today
there is no authority capable of introducing such a change in a
way that would be accepted by all communities. Attempting to
do so could create even greater fragmentation, with different
communities adopting different solutions and multiple
competing practices emerging. Instead of reducing confusion, it
could increase it.

May we soon merit the fulfillment of the prayer: “Gather our
dispersed from among the nations and bring us all together to
Zion and Jerusalem,” when all of Klal Yisrael will once again serve
Hashem together in unity.
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Moshe removed a garment, the Cloud of Glory immediately
replaced it. There was never a moment of emptiness. In
ruchniyus, when we make room for Hashem, He fills that space
right away.

Anyone who has taken a real step forward in Torah, tefillah, or
avodas Hashem knows this feeling. At first it looks difficult. But
once you're inside, you often look back and ask: "Why did | wait so
long? What was | so afraid of?"

The Baal Shem Tov compared this to a king who placed terrifying
guards outside his palace. From a distance they looked
intimidating. But when someone finally approached, he
discovered they were only props meant to test who was serious.
Once he passed them, he found the king waiting inside with gifts.
Sometimes all that stands between us and a richer, deeper
connection with Hashem is one small step of courage. The fear
looks real from far away. But often, once we move forward, we
discover that the Cloud of Glory was waiting for us all along.
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This week’s parsha finds the Jewish people thirsting for water,
whereupon Hashem instructs Moshe to take his staff and draw water
from a rock by speaking to it. Instead, Moshe takes the staff and
draws water from the rock by hitting it. Hashem then tells Moshe
and Aharon that because they did not follow His instructions
properly, for Hashem wanted Moshe to speak to the rock and not hit
it, they would both be barred entry into the land of Israel.

This episode is so difficult to understand because it is practically a
repeat scene from Parshat B’shalach where the same situation
played out. The Jewish people had just left Egypt and they came to
Refidim, a place without water. Hashem instructed Moshe to take
the staff that he had used to strike the Nile river, and strike the rock
upon which time water would gush forth. Moshe did as Hashem told
him. He struck the rock and water came out.

The obvious question is, why did Hashem want Moshe to hit the rock
in Parshat B’shalach but to speak to the rock in Parshat Chukat?
Either hit the rock both times or speak to the rock both times! It
must be that whatever lesson the people were meant to learn from
the rock being struck, was different than the lesson that would be
derived from the rock being spoken to.

Rashi, in Parshat B’shalach, explains that by hitting the rock,
Hashem was teaching the people that the staff of Moshe was not a
staff of woe. Until now, Moshe’s staff was associated with
punishment. The staff was used to bring the plagues to punish the
Egyptians. It was also used to drown the Egyptians at the Yam Suf.
Hashem wanted to show them that the staff of Moshe could also act

REBUILDING CHODESH TAMUZ
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Tamuz is a month of “tikkun” - a time to fix the mistakes of our
nation’s past and build toward an even more glorious future. The
month of Tamuz, and specifically the 17th of Tamuz, should have
been a time of “chag” - simcha and rejoicing (see Shemos 32:5). How
so? Well, after Hashem revealed Himself on Har Sinai (on Shavuos),
Moshe ascended the mountain to receive and bring the luchos down
to Am Yisrael. Had everything gone as planned, Moshe would have
descended with the luchos on the 17th of Tamuz, exactly 40 days
after Shavuos. It would have been a celebration of Torah! But that
“chag” never came to be. Instead, we made the terrible mistake of
the egel ha’zahav... and it’s up to us to rectify that aveirah. How? By
embodying the message of those very luchos! This summer, the
Ra’anana Summer Kollel is honored to join with the entire Ra’anana
community to learn with one another.. to connect with one
another... to bring the luchos into our lives,

through talmud Torah and love between our fellow Jews. Please
reach out and join us in the rebuilding of Chodesh Tamuz!
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as a source of blessing. Therefore it was important for the people to
see the staff bringing forth life restoring waters.

In this week’s parsha, the people have spent 38 years in the desert
learning Torah day and night, living a miraculous existence with
bread from Heaven and clouds of glory keeping their journey
comfortable. Now, as they are about to enter the land of Israel,
Hashem wants to teach them that one could draw water from a rock
just by speaking to it. It does not need to be struck!

These two episodes are reflective of two ways Hashem relates to us.
Hashem wants to draw water from us. He wants our mitzvot and He
wants our Torah study. He wants us to keep Shabbat, Yom Tov and
all of the other mitzvot. He wants to be the primary purpose in our
lives. There are two ways that Hashem draws out the best of us. One
way is by striking us, as a staff would hit a rock. It may be painful and
unpleasant but it works. Just as olives need to be crushed before
they produce their oil, we often need to be pressed into performing
our duties properly. That was the message when they left Egypt.
They were still weak in faith and their connection to Hashem was
immature. They needed the lesson of the rock being struck to keep
them on a straight path. Now, 38 years later, their faith in Hashem is
complete. Their connection to Torah is strong. Hashem wants to
teach them that their relationship needs to be one of speech,
positivity, and not of blows. When Moshe hit the rock instead of
speaking to it, he failed to teach the people this vital lesson and was
punished for it.

Two and a half years ago, we needed to grow in our Emunah through
the rock being struck. We pray that from here on, our faith is strong
enough to enjoy a beautiful relationship of speech with Hashem, one
that brings out our best, that will lead to prayer and redemption.

C <fPOINT FOR GROWTH | WHY AN ENTIRE

A\ | GENERATION GOT STUCK
BEN GOLDSTEIN, RCK DIRECTOR

"Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me." This is a heavy
moment. Hashem rules against Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon
HaKohen, the gedolei hador: you are not going into Eretz Yisrael.
Hashem demanded leadership of complete and total emunah. And
the moment that broke, the mission passed on. How do you conquer
a land if you don't believe in the One sending you? Klal Yisrael can
only do this with a leader who believes completely. Emunah is the
most fundamental thing when it comes to rallying people to a
mission. This is the deepest principle in all of growth psychology.
You will never rise above the image you have of yourself. Want to
succeed? Want to change? You have to believe you can. Want to
break a pattern that has been holding you back for years? The
results won't change until the belief changes first.

Weekly Challenge: Change what you believe about yourself. Old
beliefs produce old results. New beliefs create new people. It all
starts there. The RCK Summer Kollel is spreading its wings! Everyone
is welcome!

Welcome to the RCK Summer Kollel bochurim and the dear Stohl family, who have joined us in Ra'anana for a month of Torah, growth, connection,
and sharing Torah with our community.
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