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We recite the prayer of “L’Dovid Hashem Uri V’Yishi” at the end of
davening from the start of Elul until the completion of Sukkot. Our
sages explain that Dovid’s referring to Hashem as “his light and his
savior” is a reference to Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. Rosh Hashana
acts as our guiding light for the coming year and Yom Kippur offers us
salvation through atonement. But this is not the end of the process.
This prayer then describes how there will come a time when Hashem
will protect us in a Sukkah in order to hide us on “that difficult day”.
From here we see that the festivals of Tishrei represent a process that
starts with Rosh Hashana & Yom Kippur and culminates with the
Divine shelter of Sukkot.

The gemara in Sukkah states that just as the name of Hashem rests
upon a korban, a sacrifice, so does it rest upon our sukkah! It is truly
wondrous that we build a sukkah out of the scraps and throw away
branches that no one values, and by placing those over our heads, we
bring the Divine presence down into our lives! From where did the
Sukkah get this unbelievable power?

Clearly they derive their power from the original sukkot that Hashem
built in order to protect the Jewish people during the forty years that
they wandered in the desert. Hashem built booths with clouds of
glory to smooth their way, to make sure animals did not harm them,
to safeguard them from the attacks of the hostile gentile nations and
to create a pleasant living condition for them.

Just as their sukkot created a pleasant environment for them, so too
we must build our sukkot in a way that we will not be bothered by
flies, stray animals, severe weather and the like, so that we will enjoy
the time we spend in the sukkah. The Torah wants us to rejoice on
Sukkot when we are in the sukkah and when we are outside of the
sukkah. Whether we are in shul, on a tiyul, or just relaxing in the
sukkah, it is imperative that we are happy.

Whereas on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, we are in a more somber
mood, tinged with awe and anxiety, on Sukkot we should feel relaxed
and overjoyed that Hashem has heard our prayers of repentance and
has forgiven His people their sins. We are closer to Hashem right now
than any other time of the year and that calls for a celebration!

This is why we take the arba minim, the lulav, etrog, hadassim and
aravot, because they bring us joy!

If the theme of sukkot is joy, how does moving out of our homes into
the outdoors, bring us to happiness?

The festival of Sukkot is basically a Torah imposed seven day camping
trip with a hut instead of a tent. For someone who doesn’t like
camping, how is living and sleeping in a sukkah for seven days going
to bring me joy and tranquility?

If we understand why the Torah wants us to live outdoors, then
having the right attitude will bring us joy. We are instructed to live
outdoors in a sukkah, seeing the stars through the palm leaves, to
affirm our belief in Hashem and in His protective powers. By leaving
the security of our homes, we are ingraining into ourselves the idea
that Hashem runs the world, and that whatever happens, for good or
bad, comes directly form Him who has our best interests at heart. We
also reinforce the belief that Hashem can keep us safe even when we
are outside of our homes, seemingly unprotected!

This was seen clearly in the forty years in the desert. Our sages tell us
that the clouds of glory protected us not just from the natural
elements, but from enemy missiles and projectiles as well. The idea
that a cloud can protect us from missiles can only come from Hashem
Himself!

Today, leaving the protected walls of our homes, to eat and sleep in a
sukkah outdoors, takes on special significance. Just as in forty years in
the desert, the Jewish people are being bombarded by missiles on a
daily basis. We have seen with our own eyes, Hashem’s ability to
protect us from enemy missiles, whether they are being fired from
Gaza, Lebanon, or even Iran! The wondrous abilities of the Iron Dome
is nothing more than a physical manifestation of Hashem’s clouds of
glory! But Hashem wants us to take our trust in Him to the next level.
It is one thing to be inside our homes when the sirens blast, but it is
another thing to venture out into an “unprotected” sukkah, free of
worry and anxiety, armed with faith that although the structure
seems vulnerable, it is in fact, the most protected place we could be!
As Dovid HaMelech said in his prayer, Hashem will protect us in the
sukkah during difficult times.

We are living in the most difficult times we have faced since the
Holocaust. May Hashem answer our prayers as He did those of Dovid.
May He see and look favorably at our indomitable faith, as Jews
throughout Israel and the world, leave their homes to live in sukkot
around the world. In the merit of this mitzvah, He should protect us
and bring us total salvation with the coming of Moshiach on this
festival of Sukkot!

The Arba Minim

The Torah instructs us to take a Lulav, Etrog, Hadassim and Aravot in
a bundle and to wave them every day of Sukkot. Our Sages tell us that
the purpose of this mitzvah is to bring us simcha, joy. As we
mentioned above, there is an imperative to feel and to achieve joy
during Sukkot, above the level of joy we experience during the other
festivals. Holding a beautiful etrog and lulav truly does bring us a
feeling of joy, a feeling that we are holding something special and
unique. On a deeper level, it is what the four species represent that
should awaken within us a feeling of happiness. The etrog represents
the tzaddik who is full of Torah wisdom and mitzvot. The lulav is the

Jew who has Torah wisdom but not mitzvot. The hadas is the Jew who
has accumulated lots of mitzvot but does not possess Torah wisdom,
and the aravah is the Jew who possess neither.

When we bind them and lift them up together, we are expressing the
belief that the Jewish people are only truly special and unique when
we are unified and working in harmony together. If each of us would
try to do our part in bringing our people together, then we will
experience true happiness and joy during Sukkot, the happiest festival
of the year.

This past year has brought us together through tragedy and hardship.
May this coming year see us stand together, not in hardship, but in
true joy and peace!
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	We recite the prayer of “L’Dovid Hashem Uri V’Yishi” at the end of davening from the start of Elul until the completion of Sukkot. Our sages explain that Dovid’s referring to Hashem as “his light and his savior” is a reference to Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. Rosh Hashana acts as our guiding light for the coming year and Yom Kippur offers us salvation through atonement. But this is not the end of the process. This prayer then describes how there will come a time when Hashem will protect us in a Sukkah in order to hide us on “that difficult day”. From here we see that the festivals of Tishrei represent a process that starts with Rosh Hashana & Yom Kippur and culminates with the Divine shelter of Sukkot.  The gemara in Sukkah states that just as the name of Hashem rests upon a korban, a sacrifice, so does it rest upon our sukkah! It is truly wondrous that we build a sukkah out of the scraps and throw away branches that no one values, and by placing those over our heads, we bring the Divine presence down into our lives! From where did the Sukkah get this unbelievable power? Clearly they derive their power from the original sukkot that Hashem built in order to protect the Jewish people during the forty years that they wandered in the desert. Hashem built booths with clouds of glory to smooth their way, to make sure animals did not harm them, to safeguard them from the attacks of the hostile gentile nations and to create a pleasant living condition for them. Just as their sukkot created a pleasant environment for them, so too we must build our sukkot in a way that we will not be bothered by flies, stray animals, severe weather and the like, so that we will enjoy the time we spend in the sukkah. The Torah wants us to rejoice on Sukkot when we are in the sukkah and when we are outside of the sukkah. Whether we are in shul, on a tiyul, or just relaxing in the sukkah, it is imperative that we are happy. Whereas on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, we are in a more somber mood, tinged with awe and anxiety, on Sukkot we should feel relaxed and overjoyed that Hashem has heard our prayers of repentance and has forgiven His people their sins. We are closer to Hashem right now than any other time of the year and that calls for a celebration! This is why we take the arba minim, the lulav, etrog, hadassim and aravot, because they bring us joy! If the theme of sukkot is joy, how does moving out of our homes into the outdoors, bring us to happiness?
	The festival of Sukkot is basically a Torah imposed seven day camping trip with a hut instead of a tent. For someone who doesn’t like camping, how is living and sleeping in a sukkah for seven days going to bring me joy and tranquility? If we understand why the Torah wants us to live outdoors, then having the right attitude will bring us joy. We are instructed to live outdoors in a sukkah, seeing the stars through the palm leaves, to affirm our belief in Hashem and in His protective powers. By leaving the security of our homes, we are ingraining into ourselves the idea that Hashem runs the world, and that whatever happens, for good or bad, comes directly form Him who has our best interests at heart. We also reinforce the belief that Hashem can keep us safe even when we are outside of our homes, seemingly unprotected!  This was seen clearly in the forty years in the desert. Our sages tell us that the clouds of glory protected us not just from the natural elements, but from enemy missiles and projectiles as well. The idea that a cloud can protect us from missiles can only come from Hashem Himself! Today, leaving the protected walls of our homes, to eat and sleep in a sukkah outdoors, takes on special significance. Just as in forty years in the desert, the Jewish people are being bombarded by missiles on a daily basis. We have seen with our own eyes, Hashem’s ability to protect us from enemy missiles, whether they are being fired from Gaza, Lebanon, or even Iran! The wondrous abilities of the Iron Dome is nothing more than a physical manifestation of Hashem’s clouds of glory! But Hashem wants us to take our trust in Him to the next level. It is one thing to be inside our homes when the sirens blast, but it is another thing to venture out into an “unprotected” sukkah, free of worry and anxiety, armed with faith that although the structure seems vulnerable, it is in fact, the most protected place we could be!  As Dovid HaMelech said in his prayer, Hashem will protect us in the sukkah during difficult times. We are living in the most difficult times we have faced since the Holocaust. May Hashem answer our prayers as He did those of Dovid. May He see and look favorably at our indomitable faith, as Jews throughout Israel and the world, leave their homes to live in sukkot around the world. In the merit of this mitzvah, He should protect us and bring us total salvation with the coming of Moshiach on this festival of Sukkot!
	The Arba Minim
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