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At the beginning of Parshat Balak, the Torah tells us how Balak, the
king of Moav, sent a message to the elders of Midyan, asking them for
help to solve his “Jewish” problem. Balak was afraid that the Jewish
people would attack and conquer his land, so he turned to the people
of Midyan, more specific, to Bilaam the sorcerer himself, to help him
defeat the Jews. The Medrash is perplexed by this turn of events, for
Moav and Midyan had a long history of being enemies to each other.
They were in constant battles with each other, so why would Balak,
king of Moav, turn to his nemesis for assitance?

The Medrash answers that due to their fear of Bnei Yisrael, they
decided to join forces for the common goal of destroying the Jewish
people. Unfortunately we have seen this scenario play out many times
in the course of Jewish history. We see it today as well among the
various Arab countries. Although they may not see eye to eye on many
issues, when it comes to the Jewish problem, they share common
ground and often will set aside their differences to unify for the sole
purpose of harming the us.

Rav Galinsky suggests that if enemies can come together for the
common purpose of destroying us, for purely evil proposes, certainly
differing groups of people, who don’t see eye to eye on many issues,
can come together and work as one to bring about our salvation! We
have seen this in various degrees since October 7™. After the
massacres of October 7'", we rose to the occasion and set aside our
political and philosophical differences to work together to fight
against the existential threat that was looming over us. Secular Jews,
Religious Zionists and Chareidim worked together to help the Jewish
people wherever it was needed. Unfortunately, it is hard maintain this
newfound unity over time and once again, we found that machloket,
discord, due to the political differences between factions, was rearing
its ugly head, until Hashem sent us the 12 day war with Iran.

With this latest existential threat against us, and throughout the
casualties and miracles we endured, we were able to bring all the
factions of Israeli Jewry together again in unity. We see from this
week’s parsha and from parshat Korach how much Hashem despises
discord and machloket. Hashem will do anything to ensure that there
is unity in His world. If the Jewish people will not be unified, then
Heaven forbid, He encourages our enemies to unify, as was in the
case of Moav and Midyan. Let’s not give our enemies any further
reason to unify. Let us be the people who are unified, who respect
each others differences and work together to sanctify Hashem’s
name. By doing so, our enemies will not be able to harm us anymore
and Hashem will have no reason to extend our suffering any further!
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Seeing the Good: The Key to Ahavas Yisrael
Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

The Apter Rav, known as the Ohev Yisrael, was renowned for his deep
love of every Jew. So much so, he once told his chassidim that every
single parsha in the Torah contains a hint to the mitzvah of Ahavas
Yisrael—the love of our fellow Jew. And he meant it. Week after week,
as they made their way through Sefer Bereishis, Shemos, Vayikra, and
most of Bamidbar, the Apter Rav would get up and deliver inspiring
drashos, uncovering beautiful remazim and powerful messages about
Ahavas Yisrael. Each one was a chiddush, a revelation—each one left
his listeners in awe. Then came Parshas Balak. A parsha filled with
curses from two non-Jews trying to destroy Klal Yisrael. A parsha
ending with a national tragedy brought on by sin, a terrible plague,
and the killing of a Jew at the hands of another Jew. Not exactly a
parsha that screams “Ahavas Yisrael.” The chassidim were curious—
how would the Rebbe find a message of love here? The Apter Rav
thought and thought... until suddenly, he looked at the name of the
parsha, Balak (771), and a lightbulb went off. That Shabbos, he got up
to speak and declared: “This week, the hint to Ahavas Yisrael is right in
the name of the parsha itself!

Beis stands for Ve’ahavta (na1nwi), Lamed for Lerei’acha (qu1?), Kuf for
Kamocha (9in3).”Ve’ahavta lerei’acha kamocha!—Love your fellow as
yourself! One chassid, clearly skeptical, called out: “But Rebbe!
Ve’ahavta starts with a vav, not a beis! And kamocha starts with a
chaf, not a kuf!” Without missing a beat, the Apter Rav replied:

“If you're going to be so nitpicky... you’ll never truly reach Ahavas
Yisrael!”

Every Jew has something special and beautiful within them. But at the
same time, they may have faults. They may have habits that bother
you, opinions you don’t agree with, or characteristics you don’t value.
The mitzvah of Ahavas Yisrael does not mean loving only those who
think like you, dress like you, or never get under your skin. It means
learning to love every Jew—even when it’s hard.

Real love requires us to stop being so nitpicky. To see past the flaws.
To look beyond the differences. We all hope that others will focus on
our good qualities, give us the benefit of the doubt, and overlook our
shortcomings.

The Apter Rav reminds us: if we want to build true Ahavas Yisrael, it
starts by doing the same for others—learning to look past the bad and
focus on the good.
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	At the beginning of Parshat Balak, the Torah tells us how Balak, the king of Moav, sent a message to the elders of Midyan, asking them for help to solve his “Jewish” problem. Balak was afraid that the Jewish people would attack and conquer his land, so he turned to the people of Midyan, more specific, to Bilaam the sorcerer himself, to help him defeat the Jews. The Medrash is perplexed by this turn of events, for Moav and Midyan had a long history of being enemies to each other. They were in constant battles with each other, so why would Balak, king of Moav, turn to his nemesis for assitance? The Medrash answers that due to their fear of Bnei Yisrael, they decided to join forces for the common goal of destroying the Jewish people. Unfortunately we have seen this scenario play out many times in the course of Jewish history. We see it today as well among the various Arab countries. Although they may not see eye to eye on many issues, when it comes to the Jewish problem, they share common ground and often will set aside their differences to unify for the sole purpose of harming the us. Rav Galinsky suggests that if enemies can come together for the common purpose of destroying us, for purely evil proposes, certainly differing groups of people, who don’t see eye to eye on many issues, can come together and work as one to bring about our salvation! We  have seen this in various degrees since October 7th. After the massacres of October 7th, we rose to the occasion and set aside our political and philosophical differences to work together to fight against the existential threat that was looming over us. Secular Jews, Religious Zionists and Chareidim worked together to help the Jewish people wherever it was needed. Unfortunately, it is hard maintain this newfound unity over time and once again, we found that machloket, discord, due to the political differences between factions, was rearing its ugly head, until Hashem sent us the 12 day war with Iran.
	With this latest existential threat against us, and throughout the casualties and miracles we endured, we were able to bring all the factions of Israeli Jewry together again in unity. We see from this week’s parsha and from parshat Korach how much Hashem despises discord and machloket. Hashem will do anything to ensure that there is unity in His world. If the Jewish people will not be unified, then Heaven forbid, He encourages our enemies to unify, as was in the case of Moav and Midyan. Let’s not give our enemies any further reason to unify. Let us be the people who are unified, who respect each others differences and work together to sanctify Hashem’s name. By doing so, our enemies will not be able to harm us anymore and Hashem will have no reason to extend our suffering any further!
	A truly special moment for the English-speaking community of Ra’anana! We warmly welcome the Postelnek Family — a dynamic and devoted rabbinic family who were part of the rabbinic leadership at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah in Silver Spring, Maryland. With their heartfelt leadership and community spirit, they left a deep and lasting impact — and now, we are blessed to have them join the rabbinic team of RCK and KBA. Ra’anana gains a family of values, warmth, and inspiration. Welcome home!
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