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This week we read about the various forms of tzoraat, leprosy, that
may afflict the Jewish people. We read about afflictions of the body,
lesions that appear on one’s skin, in one’s hair, on one’s clothing and
on one’s house.

By referring to these diseases as afflictions, nega’im, the Torah is
clearly suggesting that these are meant to be punishments for sins
that a person has committed. The gemara states that tzoraat is often
used by Heaven as a punishment for speaking lashon hara, evil
slander, as can be depicted from the atonement process of the
metzora. The Torah requires the metzora, the afflicted person after
he heals, to bring two birds to the Beit Hamikdash. The gemara
explains that these birds, who chirp incessantly, should come and
atone for the slanderer who chirps incessantly against others.

One affliction however, is unique in these parshiyot. In parshat
Metzora, the Torah states, “When you will enter into the land of
Canaan that | have given you as your homeland and | will place an
affliction of tzoraat on your house...”

If indeed an affliction of leprosy is meant to be used by Heaven as a
punishment for our sins, then does the Torah use the word “and”,,
implying that Hashem will surely afflict a Jew’s house? It should have
said “perhaps” or “if” | will place an affliction upon your house! Why
is the Torah assuming the worst about us?

The answer can be found in Rashi who brings a medrash explaining
that unlike the other forms of leprosy of the body or the clothing,
leprosy on one’s house is not necessarily something negative. Rashi
says that the word “and” is actually a foreboding of something good.
The ancient Canaanites often hid their treasures and valuables in the
walls of their homes. When the Jewish people conquered the land
and inhabited their homes, they did not typically tear down these old
homes to build new ones. In light of this, the treasures that were
hidden by the Canaanites would go unnoticed by the Jewish family
who is now living there. In an effort to reveal these treasures to the
Jewish people, Hashem would afflict the walls of the house with
leprosy, something truly miraculous, for how can a wall, an inanimate
object, develop a lesion of sorts, one that does not go away with
bleach or by painting over?

The Torah states that if the leprosy does not dissipate from the walls,

the owner must dismantle them and remove the stones and mortar
from his property. By doing so, he will uncover the treasure that had
been unknown to him all this time.
Our Rabbis are bothered by this medrash. Although the story has a
“happy ending”, why does Hashem have to put the family through the
harrowing experience of their house being afflicted in the first place?
If it was Hashem’s intent from the beginning to bestow this treasure
on the family, He could have done it in a less agonizing way. Hashem
could have had a tree fall on the house when the family wasn’t home
and they would reveal the treasure right away, as opposed to doing it
through tzoraat. By giving the house an affliction of tzoraat, Hashem
requires the family to remove all of the furniture before the Kohen
pronounces the house to be tamei. They then have to move out for a
couple of weeks. Then they need to replace the stones with new ones
and repaint and further wait to see if the affliciton comes back. It is
true that in the end, they will be rewarded with a wonderful treasure,
but why put them through the tribulations of the whole process of
leprosy?
The answer is, that there are no free lunches in this world. Hashem
wants to give us blessing, He wants to give us treasure, but He wants
us to earn the treasure. Just as Hashem did not create us as souls,
placing us in Heaven to enjoy a spiritual existence for eternity with
zero effort on our part, because He realized that gifts given for free
cannot be enjoyed to their fullest, so too the same applies to physical
blessings. We enjoy our blessings when we feel that we have earned
them, less so when we receive them for free.
Hashem wants to give us the hidden treasures that the ancient
Emorites left behind, but He wants us to earn them! Go through the
efforts of cleansing your homes together with some healthy soul
searching, and then He reveals the treasure.
As we observe Yom Hazikaron and then Yom Ha’atzmaut, we reflect
upon the treasure we received when Hashem brought us back to our
ancestral homeland. But it has not come for free. We reflect upon the
sacrifices we have endured and pray that we have paid the price, so
that we may receive the treasure of our complete redemption today!
This Shabbat, there will be a Siyum on Masechet Makkot at
KBA during Seudah Shlishit. Everyone is invited to join¥
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	This week we read about the various forms of tzoraat, leprosy, that may afflict the Jewish people. We read about afflictions of the body, lesions that appear on one’s skin, in one’s hair, on one’s clothing and on one’s house. By referring to these diseases as afflictions, nega’im, the Torah is clearly suggesting that these are meant to be punishments for sins that a person has committed. The gemara states that tzoraat is often used by Heaven as a punishment for speaking lashon hara, evil slander, as can be depicted from the atonement process of the metzora. The Torah requires the metzora, the afflicted person after he heals, to bring two birds to the Beit Hamikdash. The gemara explains that these birds, who chirp incessantly, should come and atone for the slanderer who chirps incessantly against others. One affliction however, is unique in these parshiyot. In parshat Metzora, the Torah states, “When you will enter into the land of Canaan that I have given you as your homeland and I will place an affliction of tzoraat on your house...” If indeed an affliction of leprosy is meant to be used by Heaven as a punishment for our sins, then does the Torah use the word “and”,, implying that Hashem will surely afflict a Jew’s house? It should have said “perhaps” or “if” I will place an affliction upon your house! Why is the Torah assuming the worst about us? The answer can be found in Rashi who brings a medrash explaining that unlike the other forms of leprosy of the body or the clothing, leprosy on one’s house is not necessarily something negative. Rashi says that the word “and” is actually a foreboding of something good. The ancient Canaanites often hid their treasures and valuables in the walls of their homes. When the Jewish people conquered the land and inhabited their homes, they did not typically tear down these old homes to build new ones. In light of this, the treasures that were hidden by the Canaanites would go unnoticed by the Jewish family who is now living there. In an effort to reveal these treasures to the Jewish people, Hashem would afflict the walls of the house with leprosy, something truly miraculous, for how can a wall, an inanimate object, develop a lesion of sorts, one that does not go away with bleach or by painting over? The Torah states that if the leprosy does not dissipate from the walls,
	the owner must dismantle them and remove the stones and mortar from his property. By doing so, he will uncover the treasure that had been unknown to him all this time. Our Rabbis are bothered by this medrash. Although the story has a “happy ending”, why does Hashem have to put the family through the harrowing experience of their house being afflicted in the first place? If it was Hashem’s intent from the beginning to bestow this treasure on the family, He could have done it in a less agonizing way. Hashem could have had a tree fall on the house when the family wasn’t home and they would reveal the treasure right away, as opposed to doing it through tzoraat. By giving the house an affliction of tzoraat, Hashem requires the family to remove all of the furniture before the Kohen pronounces the house to be tamei. They then have to move out for a couple of weeks. Then they need to replace the stones with new ones and repaint and further wait to see if the affliciton comes back. It is true that in the end, they will be rewarded with a wonderful treasure, but why put them through the tribulations of the whole process of leprosy? The answer is, that there are no free lunches in this world. Hashem wants to give us blessing, He wants to give us treasure, but He wants us to earn the treasure. Just as Hashem did not create us as souls, placing us in Heaven to enjoy a spiritual existence for eternity with zero effort on our part, because He realized that gifts given for free cannot be enjoyed to their fullest, so too the same applies to physical blessings. We enjoy our blessings when we feel that we have earned them, less so when we receive them for free. Hashem wants to give us the hidden treasures that the ancient Emorites left behind, but He wants us to earn them! Go through the efforts of cleansing your homes together with some healthy soul searching, and then He reveals the treasure.  As we observe Yom Hazikaron and then Yom Ha’atzmaut, we reflect upon the treasure we received when Hashem brought us back to our ancestral homeland. But it has not come for free. We reflect upon the sacrifices we have endured and pray that we have paid the price, so that we may receive the treasure of our complete redemption today!
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