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Our parsha contains perhaps the most famous
of all phrases ever uttered by the Jewish people.
Moshe brought the offer of a covenant to

the Jewish people from Hashem Himself
whereupon the people responded with the
words, “na'ase v’'nishmal!”, translated as

“we will do and we will hear!”

The angels on high were so impressed by this
reply that they gave each Jew two crowns to wear, one for na'ase
and one for nishma. What impressed the angels was the fact that
the people were willing to say na'ase, we will do, before they
uttered nishma, we will hear. The medrash says that Hashem came
to the other gentile nations first to see if they would receive the
Torah. They all asked what was in it and only then did they reject
the Torah. Only the Jews said we will accept without asking what
was in it. This is the beauty of na'ase v’'nishma. We accepted the
yoke of Torah without knowing ahead of time what we were
getting ourselves into. This was a level of trust and loyalty that
astounded the angels.

But what was so wrong about the nations wanting to know what
they were accepting, before deciding to accept it? It seems that
the Jewish people were the irresponsible ones, blindly agreeing to
do something before knowing what was being asked of them. In
fact there is a gemara that describes a heretic who was watching
Rava learn Torah, and Rava was oblivious to the fact that his hand
was caught between two pieces of metal and bleeding from the
wound it was making. The heretic angrily yelled at Rava that he is
just as impetuous now as the people were at Mt. Sinai, when they
accepted the Torah blindly before knowing what was in it.

Why was the Jewish response of na’ase v'nishma, to accept now
and ask questions later, considered praiseworthy, but the level-
headed attitude of the gentile nations unacceptable?

We can understand the answer with a simple illustration. Imagine
a friend comes to you and tells you he needs a big favor from you.
It is perfectly normal to ask him what the favor is, before agreeing
to do it. In fact, it would be irresponsible to agree to doing
something before knowing what it was.

However, what if your spouse, who you have a loving relationship
with, comes and says she needs a big favor from you? If you truly
love her and you know that she loves you, you will readily agree
and say to her, “Of course, anything dear!” Why when it comes to
your spouse asking you to do a favor, do you not need to know in
advance what the favor is? It is because you trust her that she will
not ask of you something that is beyond your abilities and you are
more than happy to commit without knowing what she wants, for
marriage is all about giving and giving yet some more.

Herein lies the difference in attitude between the gentiles who
were offered the Torah and the Jews who were offered the Torah.

The gentile nations looked at the offer of
covenant as a business proposition. For this
reason, they certainly needed to know what
was expected of them before agreeing to
accept, for in business, it is all about gains
versus loss. Having decided that the losses, the
sacrifices, were not worth the gains, they
decided to reject Hashem’s offer.

The Jews, on the other hand, viewed the covenant with Hashem as
What the heretic
considered to be impetuous, we view as love. What the gentiles

a marriage between husband and wife!

deem to be a bad investment, we view as an opportunity to draw
close to our Father in Heaven!

The angels were amazed that the Jewish people were so attuned
to the value of Torah that they were able to commit before
understanding! As a result, our bonds to Hashem are unbreakable!
As a gift to our dedication to Him, Hashem gave us an abundance
of mitzvot. As Rabbi Chananyah says, Hashem wished to give us
many merits, so He gave us an abundance of mitzvot. To which
mitzvot is Rabbi Chananyah referring, for isn’t the opposite true?
By giving us a long list of mitzvot, isn’t the likelihood of failure
increased? We have more mitzvot to mess up!

The answer is that the mitzvot that Hashem gave an abundance of,
are the one’s that were given to us in this week’s parsha. The
mitzvot in Mishpatim are ones that are logical and intuitive, that
we would certainly adhere to even if they were not commanded to
us by the Torah. Treating others properly, not harming others,
being kind to others, are values that come naturally to healthy
human beings. One does not need to be Jewish to be a nice
person. Hashem turned all of these social behaviors into mitzvot,
so that we would get rewarded for performing them. This shows
that our relationship with Hashem is like that of a marriage and
not a business. When it comes to business, it is the big things, the
major transactions that make a lot of money, that are noticed. The
little things, those transactions that make little money are
forgotten and not appreciated. In marriage, it is the opposite. It is
the little things, a small present that costs little, a kind word, a
simple smile, things that cost nothing, that are important and
make the biggest impact.

Hashem, responding to our declaration of na’ase v’'nishma,
reciprocated and in a display of infinite love to us, made the little,
everyday things that we do, count in an immeasurable way!
Sometimes we find it hard to make the big sacrifices for Hashem,
but we must know that Hashem appreciates the little things as
well. When we eat and make a bracha, we are giving Hashem joy.
When we wake up and say “modeh ani...”, we bring Hashem joy.
Let’s never forget that Hashem is rooting for us and He treasures
every gesture, however large or small, that we do for His sake!
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	The gentile nations looked at the offer of covenant as a business proposition. For this reason, they certainly needed to know what was expected of them before agreeing to accept, for in business, it is all about gains versus loss. Having decided that the losses, the sacrifices, were not worth the gains, they decided to reject Hashem’s offer.
	The Jews, on the other hand, viewed the covenant with Hashem as a marriage between husband and wife! What the heretic considered to be impetuous, we view as love. What the gentiles deem to be a bad investment, we view as an opportunity to draw close to our Father in Heaven! The angels were amazed that the Jewish people were so attuned to the value of Torah that they were able to commit before understanding! As a result, our bonds to Hashem are unbreakable! As a gift to our dedication to Him, Hashem gave us an abundance of mitzvot. As Rabbi Chananyah says, Hashem wished to give us many merits, so He gave us an abundance of mitzvot. To which mitzvot is Rabbi Chananyah referring, for isn’t the opposite true? By giving us a long list of mitzvot, isn’t the likelihood of failure increased? We have more mitzvot to mess up! The answer is that the mitzvot that Hashem gave an abundance of, are the one’s that were given to us in this week’s parsha. The mitzvot in Mishpatim are ones that are logical and intuitive, that we would certainly adhere to even if they were not commanded to us by the Torah. Treating others properly, not harming others, being kind to others, are values that come naturally to healthy human beings. One does not need to be Jewish to be a nice person. Hashem turned all of these social behaviors into mitzvot, so that we would get rewarded for performing them. This shows that our relationship with Hashem is like that of a marriage and not a business. When it comes to business, it is the big things, the major transactions that make a lot of money, that are noticed. The little things, those transactions that make little money are forgotten and not appreciated. In marriage, it is the opposite. It is the little things, a small present that costs little, a kind word, a simple smile, things that cost nothing, that are important and make the biggest impact. Hashem, responding to our declaration of na’ase v’nishma, reciprocated and in a display of infinite love to us, made the little, everyday things that we do, count in an immeasurable way! Sometimes we find it hard to make the big sacrifices for Hashem, but we must know that Hashem appreciates the little things as well. When we eat and make a bracha, we are giving Hashem joy. When we wake up and say “modeh ani...”, we bring Hashem joy.  Let’s never forget that Hashem is rooting for us and He treasures every gesture, however large or small, that we do for His sake!
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