RA'ANANA '
RCK COMMUNITY
KOLLEL |

.

Rose Reizel bat Asher Friedma&’ :
Sarah Edel bat Eliyahu Besser a*h
‘Michal bat Shlomo Friedman a”h

Matot Masei 5786 1 start 19:30] End 20:31

A KOSHER STEAK AT PETER LUGER?
_# | RABBI DOVID HORWITZ

The following story is fictitious and for illustration purposes only.
There was a religious Jew who kept kosher his entire life but he had
one weakness. He loved eating in good steakhouses. Lucky for him
he lived in Manhattan and enjoyed the plethora of good kosher
steaks in quality kosher restaurants. However, he heard about a non
kosher steakhouse that was supposedly a cut above any steakhouse
he had ever eaten in. The temptation was too much to resist. He
went to this non-kosher steakhouse and ordered their best steak.
The steak was grilled to perfection and he savored and relished
every bite. “Now this is the steak to end all steaks! If | had to break
the rules just once in my lifetime, this steak was well worth it!” He
insisted on meeting the chef and complimenting him on serving him
the best steak of his life. The Jew said, “I have to confess, | normally
only eat kosher steaks but | could not leave this world without
having tasted what surely was the best steak of my life!” The chef
sheepishly confessed back, “I have to tell you that we ran out of our
regular steaks, and seeing as | had no choice, | quietly went across
the street to the kosher butcher and bought more steaks from him.
Strictly speaking, you did not break your kosher laws for what you
ate was a glatt kosher steak prepared on a BBQ grill!”

Assuming that the steak was indeed kosher and did not become
defiled by the grill or the cutlery (a different discussion) does the
Jew need forgiveness from Hashem? Technically, he did not eat
non- kosher food! The answer can be found in Rashi at the beginning
of Parshat Matot. The Torah states that “if a woman makes a vow
and her husband revokes it, her vow will not stand and Hashem will
forgive her...” Rashi is bothered, if the husband truly revoked her
vow, then why does she need forgiveness? He explains that the
verse is referring to a woman who, for example, made a vow not to
drink wine. Unbeknownst to her, her husband had revoked her vow
without telling her. She later walks by a wine store and, unable to
control herself, buys some wine and drinks it. When her husband
comes home later that night, he finds his wife depressed and upset.
She tells him she broke her vow and drank some wine. Her husband
cheerfully tells her that he had revoked her vow before she drank,

BE CONSISTENT!
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Our nw1o opens with the concept of making a 171, an oath. Why
would a person make a 1m? After all, if a person wants to do
something, he can just do it. And if he wants to refrain from doing
something, he can simply stay away. What’s the point of making an
oath?

The answer is both simple and profound: We are human. We have
ups and downs - moments of inspiration and moments of dullness. If
we would act based on our feelings alone, we would lead
inconsistent lives. We would progress when we “feel it”, and we
would regress when we “don’t feel it”. But that’s no way to live! Life
is about responsibility and meaning... not short bursts of effort. An
oath is a way to promise ourselves that we will remain consistent.
We want to grow; the oath forces us to do so.

Today, we refrain from taking oaths. But the concept of DT exists
nonetheless. We need to pause... realize what’s good for us... and
take a serious step towards our goal. It’s on us to come up with a
plan for consistency... and keep to it. We got this.
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for their yartzheits
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therefore she did not break her vow. It is this scenario where the
Torah is telling us she needs forgiveness, for she thought she was
transgressing!

The question is, why does she need forgiveness if, in the end, she did
not violate her vow? The answer is that even though she did not
ingest forbidden wine, she is still guilty of “rebelling” against
Hashem! When a person vows not to drink wine, it is as if Hashem
has commanded that person not to drink wine. When the woman
drank the wine, or when the man ate the steak believing it to be a
non-kosher steak, they demonstrated that they did not care about
Hashem’s will, rather they only cared about their own. This itself,
irrespective of whether the meat or wine was technically kosher, is
an offense against Hashem that needs forgiveness.

We see from this Rashi an important lesson. It is not enough to keep
Hashem’s commandments technically, rather we must keep them in
spirit as well. Eating kosher with improper thoughts and motives is
also deemed to be a sin.

Hashem doesn’t want us to just keep the Torah. He wants us to fulfill
His will. He wants us to observe the spirit behind the
commandments. This perhaps brings us to the end of the parsha of
Matot.

The tribe of Gad and Reuven chose to take their inheritance on the
east of the Jordan river because the pastures there were lush and
perfect for the amount of cattle they possessed. Was their choice a
violation of the letter of the law? No! But was their decision a
violation of the spirit of Hashem’s will? Definitely! Hashem promised
the holy land of Eretz Yisrael to Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov! How
could Yaakov’s descendants settle for anything other than G-d’s own
land, and for material motives at that? Due to their animals they
settled for less than the absolute will of Hashem!

Indeed we see later on that the east of the Jordan was not the best
place for raising G-d fearing families. They required the same
number of cities of refuge as all of Israel combined because human
life was less valued in those parts, leading to many accidental deaths
and murders.

Hashem gives us the 613 commandments because He knows what is
best for us. Trying to keep the mitzvot on the surface, will
circumventing them in spirit, is a recipe that usually leads us to fall
way short of the mark, requiring us to seek forgiveness from Hashem.

C POINT FOR GROWTH, ANYONE CAN DO THIS
‘ BEN GOLDSTEIN, DIRECTOR

Fourteen American bochurim chose to spend their summer with us.
They could have traveled, relaxed, and enjoyed their time off in
America. Instead they chose Torah. Teaching kids, learning with
baalei batim, strengthening a community. Not because they had to.
Because they wanted to. The Torah doesn't measure people by what
they achieve. It measures them by where they put their best energy.
That is what defines a person. The Summer Kollel is coming to a
close this week. To the Stohl family and every single one of these
incredible bochurim, yasher koach! You are leaving behind more
than learning. You are leaving behind a living example.

We are already going to miss you. And yasher koach to the entire
RCK team who made it happen. Organizing, hosting, giving
everything from day one. Together we built the very first Summer

Kollel in Eretz Yisrael. That is not a small thing.
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‘ B | RABBI SHABTAI YOGEL

Question: Baruch Hashem, we were blessed with our first baby girl.
Is there a brachah to recite to express our joy and gratitude to
Hashem?

Answer: The Gemara and Shulchan Aruch teach that when a baby
boy is born, the parents recite the bracha of HaTov VeHaMeitiv.
Since both husband and wife share the joy, the brachah thanks
Hashem “who is good to me and good to someone else”. The mother
should also recite this brachah after washing her hands.

However, Chazal did not institute HaTov VeHaMeitiv for the birth of
a daughter.

The Mishnah Berurah, though, writes that when a father sees his
newborn daughter for the first time, he should recite the bracha of
Shehecheyanu. This is similar to the brachah recited upon seeing a
dear friend after a long time. The mother should also recite
Shehecheyanu the first time she sees her baby.

Since this brachah is based on seeing the baby, it should not be
recited when hearing the news of the birth. It is recited only upon
seeing the baby for the first time. This is different from the birth of a
son, where HaTov VeHaMeitiv is recited immediately upon receiving
the good news.

Some poskim questioned this ruling of the Mishnah Berurah, but
anyone who follows it certainly has a great authority to rely upon—
the Chafetz Chaim, the author of the Mishnah Berurah.

Question: May someone recite Shehecheyanu for the birth of a
baby girl during the Three Weeks?

Answer: Yes. Since the timing of a birth is not something we control,
Shehecheyanu may be recited even during the Three Weeks.

This is similar to a bris milah or pidyon haben, where Shehecheyanu
is also recited despite the Three Weeks. It is different from buying a
new garment or eating a new fruit, where one can simply wait until
Shabbos or until after Tishah B’Av to recite the brachah.

\SNI“QOES YIRMIYAHU COUNT TWO
N RABBI MOSHE ARIEL MARGI

In the second haftarah of the Three Haftaros of Rebuke, Yirmiyahu
delivers a powerful message:

“My people have committed two evils: They have abandoned Me, the
Source of Living Water, and dug for themselves broken cisterns that
cannot hold water.”

At first glance, this seems puzzling. Wasn't there only one sin? Klal
Yisrael left Hashem and turned to avodah zarah. Why does
Yirmiyahu call it two evils?

The answer begins in the previous pasuk:

“Has any nation ever exchanged its gods—even though they are not
really gods? Yet My people exchanged their glory for something
worthless.” Yirmiyahu is pointing out something remarkable. Even
idol worshippers rarely replace their idols. Human beings naturally
become attached to whatever defines their identity. A nation
doesn't casually replace its flag. A true sports fan doesn't switch
teams every season, even after years of losing. People hold on to
what they believe in. But Klal Yisrael did something entirely
different. They exchanged the greatest treasure imaginable—the
Source of Living Water—for something completely worthless.

The Dubno Maggid illustrates this with a beautiful mashal.

A wealthy merchant wanted to teach his young son-in-law how to do
business. He gave him a large amount of cash and sent him to the
marketplace. The young man returned proudly after buying ten
wagonloads of animal horns for making shofaros. His father-in-law
was shocked. Who will ever buy so many?

d@‘ur

Question: This Shabbos we will, b’ezras Hashem, bless the
upcoming month of Av. Should we announce “Rosh Chodesh
Menachem Av” or simply “Rosh Chodesh Av”?

Answer: The actual name of the month is simply Av. The title
“Menachem Av” is a later custom, often used in letters and greetings
as a blessing of comfort. However, in halachic documents such as a
ketubah or get, the month should be written simply as Av.

The Aruch HaShulchan writes that when announcing the new month
in shul, there is certainly room to say “Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av,”
and this is indeed the custom in many communities. Others say
simply “Menachem,” while some use the expression “Av
HaRachaman.”

That said, saying “Rosh Chodesh Av” is also perfectly correct, and
there is no reason to correct the chazzan or create an argument over
the wording.

A beautiful explanation is given for the name “Menachem Av.” The
kinnos of Tishah B’Av are arranged according to the Alef-Beis, and we
pray that Hashem will bring comfort for all the sorrow expressed
through those letters.

One final thought: Chazal say it is better to walk behind a lion than
behind a woman. The mazal of Av is a lion, while the mazal of Elul is a
maiden. The message is clear: don't wait until Elul to begin doing
teshuvah. Start now, in Av.

As Chazal also teach, Mashiach comes when we least expect him. The

best time to prepare is today.
0584810910 (@) m7nw?

Every town only needs a few shofaros, and they last for years."

He decided to give him another chance. Once again he sent him with
a fortune in cash. This time the son-in-law returned with ten
wagonloads of feathers used for bedikas chametz. Again, the
merchant couldn't believe it. "Who buys feathers? Everyone can find
one at home!"

Trying to recover at least some of his loss, the merchant hired two
experienced traders. He sent one east with the horns and the other
west with the feathers, instructing each to exchange his merchandise
for anything of greater value.

Months later, the two traders met on the road. One traded his horns
for the other's feathers, and the other traded his feathers for the
horns. Each returned with exactly the same worthless merchandise
the other had been trying to get rid of.

When they came home, the merchant paid them both.

The son-in-law was confused. "When | came home with horns and
feathers, you scolded me. But these men receive their full wages?"
The merchant answered, "There is a huge difference. You took cash—
something genuinely valuable—and traded it for something
worthless. They only traded something worthless for something
equally worthless. They didn't gain anything, but they also didn't
lose anything precious."

That, says Yirmiyahu, is the difference.

The nations of the world may exchange one false belief for another.
One idol for another. One illusion for another. But they never
possessed the Source of Living Water.

Klal Yisrael committed two evils.

The first was "They abandoned Me." They walked away from the
greatest gift imaginable—a relationship with Hashem, the true Source
of life.

The second was "They dug for themselves broken cisterns." They
didn't simply leave the truth. They exchanged it for something that
could never satisfy them, something that could not even hold water.
This is no longer just the tragedy of sin. It is the tragedy of making
the worst trade imaginable.

Yirmiyahu's message is just as relevant today. We all possess
incredible treasures—Torah, emunah, family, and a relationship with
Hashem. The question is whether we sometimes trade those eternal
gifts for things that only appear valuable, but ultimately leave us
empty. May we never exchange our Source of Living Water for a
passing illusion—or for nothing at all.
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The following story is fictitious and for illustration purposes only.
There was a religious Jew who kept kosher his entire life but he had
one weakness. He loved eating in good steakhouses. Lucky for him
he lived in Manhattan and enjoyed the plethora of good kosher
steaks in quality kosher restaurants. However, he heard about a non
kosher steakhouse that was supposedly a cut above any steakhouse
he had ever eaten in. The temptation was too much to resist. He
went to this non-kosher steakhouse and ordered their best steak.
The steak was grilled to perfection and he savored and relished
every bite. “Now this is the steak to end all steaks! If | had to break
the rules just once in my lifetime, this steak was well worth it!” He
insisted on meeting the chef and complimenting him on serving him
the best steak of his life. The Jew said, “I have to confess, | normally
only eat kosher steaks but | could not leave this world without
having tasted what surely was the best steak of my life!” The chef
sheepishly confessed back, “I have to tell you that we ran out of our
regular steaks, and seeing as | had no choice, | quietly went across
the street to the kosher butcher and bought more steaks from him.
Strictly speaking, you did not break your kosher laws for what you
ate was a glatt kosher steak prepared on a BBQ grill!”

Assuming that the steak was indeed kosher and did not become
defiled by the grill or the cutlery (a different discussion) does the
Jew need forgiveness from Hashem? Technically, he did not eat
non- kosher food! The answer can be found in Rashi at the beginning
of Parshat Matot. The Torah states that “if a woman makes a vow
and her husband revokes it, her vow will not stand and Hashem will
forgive her...” Rashi is bothered, if the husband truly revoked her
vow, then why does she need forgiveness? He explains that the
verse is referring to a woman who, for example, made a vow not to
drink wine. Unbeknownst to her, her husband had revoked her vow
without telling her. She later walks by a wine store and, unable to
control herself, buys some wine and drinks it. When her husband
comes home later that night, he finds his wife depressed and upset.
She tells him she broke her vow and drank some wine. Her husband
cheerfully tells her that he had revoked her vow before she drank,
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Our nw1o opens with the concept of making a 171, an oath. Why
would a person make a 1m? After all, if a person wants to do
something, he can just do it. And if he wants to refrain from doing
something, he can simply stay away. What’s the point of making an
oath?

The answer is both simple and profound: We are human. We have
ups and downs - moments of inspiration and moments of dullness. If
we would act based on our feelings alone, we would lead
inconsistent lives. We would progress when we “feel it”, and we
would regress when we “don’t feel it”. But that’s no way to live! Life
is about responsibility and meaning... not short bursts of effort. An
oath is a way to promise ourselves that we will remain consistent.
We want to grow; the oath forces us to do so.

Today, we refrain from taking oaths. But the concept of DT exists
nonetheless. We need to pause... realize what’s good for us... and
take a serious step towards our goal. It’s on us to come up with a
plan for consistency... and keep to it. We got this.

Miriam bat Shiya Kaplan a”h
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therefore she did not break her vow. It is this scenario where the
Torah is telling us she needs forgiveness, for she thought she was
transgressing!

The question is, why does she need forgiveness if, in the end, she did
not violate her vow? The answer is that even though she did not
ingest forbidden wine, she is still guilty of “rebelling” against
Hashem! When a person vows not to drink wine, it is as if Hashem
has commanded that person not to drink wine. When the woman
drank the wine, or when the man ate the steak believing it to be a
non-kosher steak, they demonstrated that they did not care about
Hashem’s will, rather they only cared about their own. This itself,
irrespective of whether the meat or wine was technically kosher, is
an offense against Hashem that needs forgiveness.

We see from this Rashi an important lesson. It is not enough to keep
Hashem’s commandments technically, rather we must keep them in
spirit as well. Eating kosher with improper thoughts and motives is
also deemed to be a sin.

Hashem doesn’t want us to just keep the Torah. He wants us to fulfill
His will. He wants us to observe the spirit behind the
commandments. This perhaps brings us to the end of the parsha of
Matot.

The tribe of Gad and Reuven chose to take their inheritance on the
east of the Jordan river because the pastures there were lush and
perfect for the amount of cattle they possessed. Was their choice a
violation of the letter of the law? No! But was their decision a
violation of the spirit of Hashem’s will? Definitely! Hashem promised
the holy land of Eretz Yisrael to Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov! How
could Yaakov’s descendants settle for anything other than G-d’s own
land, and for material motives at that? Due to their animals they
settled for less than the absolute will of Hashem!

Indeed we see later on that the east of the Jordan was not the best
place for raising G-d fearing families. They required the same
number of cities of refuge as all of Israel combined because human
life was less valued in those parts, leading to many accidental deaths
and murders.

Hashem gives us the 613 commandments because He knows what is
best for us. Trying to keep the mitzvot on the surface, will
circumventing them in spirit, is a recipe that usually leads us to fall
way short of the mark, requiring us to seek forgiveness from Hashem.

C POINT FOR GROWTH, ANYONE CAN DO THIS
‘ BEN GOLDSTEIN, DIRECTOR

Fourteen American bochurim chose to spend their summer with us.
They could have traveled, relaxed, and enjoyed their time off in
America. Instead they chose Torah. Teaching kids, learning with
baalei batim, strengthening a community. Not because they had to.
Because they wanted to. The Torah doesn't measure people by what
they achieve. It measures them by where they put their best energy.
That is what defines a person. The Summer Kollel is coming to a
close this week. To the Stohl family and every single one of these
incredible bochurim, yasher koach! You are leaving behind more
than learning. You are leaving behind a living example.

We are already going to miss you. And yasher koach to the entire
RCK team who made it happen. Organizing, hosting, giving
everything from day one. Together we built the very first Summer

Kollel in Eretz Yisrael. That is not a small thing.
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