THE HOUSE PAINTER'S ENCYCLOPEDIA

Selecting Brushes
and Roller Covers

Match the applicator to the coating, surface texture, working space, and finish you want to leave behind.

Field experience: Joshua | Version 1.0 | 20 September 2026

Choose the brush for the coating and the work; choose the roller fabric and nap for both coating compatibility and
surface texture. Width, paint capacity, access, and sustained control also matter.

My standard: Know what you are applying and what it will touch before reaching for a tool. Use the shared
surface-specific nap tables, inspect the result early, and keep tools clean and sound.

1. Start with the coating and the actual surface

Field practice

Before | reach for a brush, | need to know what product | am applying and what surface | am applying it to. Those
two things guide my selection. | also consider access, the finish we want, and how the tool handles over a full day of
work.

Identify the coating first: an oil-based primer, water-based wall paint, enamel, penetrating stain, or another specified
finish. Then identify the surface that will receive it. A Level 5 smooth wall, a wood-grain door, rough cedar, and deep
stucco texture need different tools even when the same painter is doing the work.

Four measurements and descriptions matter:

- Brush width and body: width affects the working area; a thicker, fuller body can carry more paint.
- Roller width: the length of the cover, such as 9 inches.

- Nap length: the working pile height, such as 1/4 or 3/4 inch.

- Core diameter and fabric: the opening that fits the frame, and the cover's fiber and construction. Woven and knit
describe construction; they do not by themselves identify a fiber or nap length.

Manufacturer direction

Sherwin-Williams' selection guide generally pairs natural-bristle brushes with oil-based coatings and synthetic
brushes with water-based paint. It relates roller nap to surface texture and coating body. Use the exact coating's
applicator and film-thickness instructions when choosing within those general categories. [1]

Scope

This is a shared tool-selection reference, including Joshua's care routine for water-based paint. It does not specify a
coating system for every surface or a solvent-cleaning procedure. Named products are examples, not an exclusive
list of acceptable tools. Detailed primer decisions belong in Choosing the Right Primer.

2. Choose a brush for the coating and the work

Field practice
The table records my usual selections. Brush feel, paint capacity, and control matter to me as much as the label. |
may choose a different size or shape when access requires it.
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Coating and work

Oil-based primers and paints

Water-based drywall primer and
wall paint

Water-based enamel on doors

and trim

Exterior acrylic latex

Oil-based penetrating stain

Water-based stain

Joshua's usual brush

2 1/2-inch angled sash, natural
China bristle

Usually a 3-inch straight brush with
an extra-firm feel and a thick, full
body; sometimes 3 1/2 or 4 inches

Usually a 2 1/2-inch angled sash
with a somewhat softer feel

A 3-inch straight sash with an
extra-stiff feel

Natural China bristle; usually 4
inches, narrower for smaller work

Compatible polyester or Chinex
brush

Oil-based products: natural China bristle

Field practice

Why he chooses it

A useful size and shape for cutting against adjoining
surfaces that are not being painted.

Paint capacity, coverage, speed, and a straight cut-in
line. Use a smaller angled brush for crevices.

Control around corners, recesses, and window panes;
suits the thinner-bodied enamels Joshua commonly uses.

Holds plenty of paint and maintains firmness across
rough exterior surfaces.

Smooth application and coverage; size follows the piece
being stained.

Joshua likes the ArroWorthy 4080 polyester stainer and
also uses Chinex for water-based stains.

My 2 1/2-inch angled natural-China-bristle brush is a preference for oil-based products generally, including
oil-based primer on drywall when that primer is appropriate. It does not mean every drywall job needs oil primer or
that the entire wall should be brushed.

Natural China bristle and Chinex are different materials. Chinex is synthetic nylon, as identified by its
manufacturer. [2] Do not substitute one name for the other.

Wall paint: capacity and firmness

Field practice

For water-based wall paint and primer, brushes | like include Purdy XL Elite, Corona Mighty Pro brushes | know as
Opal and Ruby, and Proform Picasso. | choose the model with the width, full body, and firm feel | want. These

family names do not mean every model is the same size or shape.

Enamel: control around detail

Field practice

ArroWorthy Rembrandt is my preferred line for water-based enamel. | also like Proform Picasso, Purdy Pro-Extra,
and Corona Red-Gold for enamel work. An angled sash helps me work around corners and crevices and against
surfaces that are not being painted. | do not consider Pro-Extra a stiff brush in use; that is my assessment of how it

handles with my coatings.

Manufacturer direction

ArroWorthy describes Rembrandt as NYLYN with a Medium Blend. Purdy identifies Pro-Extra as a blend of Tynex
nylon, Chinex nylon, and Orel polyester, and gives it a Stiff rating. Corona's Red-Gold description identifies Tynex
nylon and Orel polyester. These descriptions do not make the brushes identical. Purdy's stiffness classification

differs from Joshua's reported feel in use. [3, 4, 5]
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Exterior work and staining

Field practice

Corona makes my favorite straight exterior brush. | want plenty of paint capacity and bristles that keep their
firmness across tough exterior surfaces. For oil-based stain, I like the ArroWorthy Super Stainer and its comfortable
beavertail handle, but a suitable natural-China-bristle brush from another maker can also serve. My usual staining
width is 4 inches unless the work is smaller or narrower.

Manufacturer direction

ArroWorthy lists the 4080 as a 4-inch polyester stainer. Minwax distinguishes synthetic brushes for water-based
stains from natural bristle for oil-based products; natural bristles can absorb water and lose their intended handling
characteristics. Check the particular stain's application directions. [6, 7]

3. Use the shared roller-nap tables

Field practice
The smoother the surface, the shorter the nap | generally choose. The rougher the surface, the longer the nap |
need to reach its recesses. These are my working selections, separated by surface so that an interior texture is not

automatically assigned the same cover as a similar-looking exterior texture.

Drywall: primer and finish coats

The following choices apply to both primer and topcoat, including back-rolling where the job calls for it.

Drywall finish

Level 5 smooth

Light orange peel

Knockdown or heavier skip
trowel

Joshua's nap length

3/16-1/4 inch

3/8-1/2 inch

3/4-1 inch

Cedar and stucco: back-rolling paint

Exterior surface
Rough cedar siding
Sand-finish stucco
Knockdown-style stucco

Heavy skip-trowel or similarly
deep stucco texture

Field practice

Joshua's nap length

Usually 1 inch

3/4 inch

3/4-1 inch

Sometimes 1 1/4 inches

Cover choice

Synthetic fiber

Microfiber, lamb's wool, or synthetic fiber compatible with
the coating

Compatible lamb's wool or microfiber

Cover choice

Woven cover; Purdy Colossus is his preferred example

Woven cover such as Colossus

Woven cover such as Colossus

Suitable woven cover; no specific model assigned to this
size

I would rarely, if ever, choose a 1 1/4-inch nap for wood. That larger size is an occasional choice for heavy stucco
texture. My usual cedar back-rolling choice is 1 inch. Do not apply these paint selections automatically to

penetrating stain.
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Smooth doors and metal

Surface and finish Joshua's nap length Cover choice
Smooth door or metal finish Shortest suitable nap, typically 1/4 Compatible velour; mohair/synthetic blend for
inch water-based coatings, natural mohair for oil-based
coatings
Very smooth surface receivinga  Typically 1/4 inch WhiteDove is another option Joshua uses

suitable oil-based coating

Very large smooth area where May use 3/8 or 1/2 inch WhiteDove, subject to the coating's applicator and
more paint capacity is useful film-build requirements

Manufacturer direction

Sherwin-Williams' general guidance favors synthetic covers for most latex paint and natural mohair or sheepskin for
oil-based paint. Wooster's Mohair Blend is a mohair/polyester cover offered in a 1/4-inch nap. Verify compatibility on
the exact lamb's-wool, mohair-blend, or velour cover; a material name alone is not approval for every coating. [1, 8]

Doors: look at the face, not only the word "door"

Field practice

A door may have visible wood grain, a smooth metal face, composite material, or smooth nongrain wood. On a
wood-grain door, | prefer a brush and work with the grain. With water-based enamel, | like a suitable blended brush
such as Picasso or Rembrandt. On a smooth face, | generally use the short covers above and avoid excessive roller

pressure.

For more paint capacity on very large smooth surfaces, Joshua may use a 3/8- or 1/2-inch WhiteDove; epoxy floors
are an example from his work. That does not change his Level 5 drywall selection or establish an applicator
specification for every epoxy. Follow the actual floor-coating system's requirements.

4. Compare roller-cover examples

Woven choices for textured surfaces

Field practice
Colossus is my preferred named cover for back-rolling rough cedar and stucco. Other manufacturers offer useful
woven options; choose by the actual nap, coating, and finish requirements.

Manufacturer direction

The table below summarizes manufacturer descriptions. The Wooster lines are researched alternatives, not a claim
that Joshua personally uses them. None of these three checked lines lists a 1 1/4-inch nap, so that occasional
heavy-stucco choice remains a generic recommendation. [9, 10, 11]

Line Construction Listed naps Selection context

Purdy Colossus Woven polyamide 1/2, 3/4, 1inch Rough wood, stucco, and other listed surfaces;
latex and oil paints/primers; flat, eggshell, satin.

E)

Wooster Cirrus X Woven polyamide 1/2, 3/4, 1 inch Textured surfaces including stucco and
masonry; flat, eggshell, satin paints and stains.
[10]
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Line Construction Listed naps Selection context

Wooster Pro/Doo-Z FTP Proprietary woven fabric 3/16, 3/8, 1/2, 3/4 Paints, enamels, primers, urethanes, epoxies;
inch select nap for the surface. [11]

Oil-based coatings: handling and texture matter

Field practice

I usually avoid Colossus for oil-based products. The oils | use tend to be thinner-bodied and, in my experience,
splatter more readily with that long-pile cover. For a smoke-contaminated home with heavy knockdown that needs
oil-based stain-blocking primer, | would consider Purdy Contractor 1st with its 1-inch option, Marathon, or
GoldenEagle. On smoother surfaces with oil-based or solvent-based products, | like WhiteDove.

Manufacturer direction

Contractor 1st is medium-density knitted polyester; Marathon is nylon/polyester knit; GoldenEagle is high-density
knitted polyester. All three are listed for oil-based paints and primers. WhiteDove is woven and is listed for oil-based
paints, primers, stains, and clears. Colossus also permits oil-based coatings, so Joshua's preference is a handling
choice, not a claim of incompatibility. [9, 12, 13, 14, 15]

"Woven" does not mean "only for rough surfaces.” WhiteDove is a useful counterexample. Check the exact
solvent-based coating rather than assuming a cover suits every solvent chemistry.

Field practice

Cost and reuse matter too. With some oil-based and solvent-based products, | get only a few uses from a cover
because dried coating is difficult to clean out. At my own supplier pricing, a three-pack of WhiteDove covers costs
roughly as much as one Colossus. That is my purchasing experience, not a universal price comparison or a fixed
lifespan.

5. Choose roller width, frame, and mini rollers

Field practice
Our standard is 9 inches. | like its durability, maneuverability, and manageable weight for continuous rolling,
especially with a 3/4- or 1-inch nap. Some of my crew prefer 14 inches for large walls.

Width Joshua's experience
9 inches His usual balance of capacity, movement, and sustained control.
14 inches Some crew members use a frame that accepts the cover from one side, like a 9-inch frame, allowing close

corner access.

18 inches Can distribute paint evenly, but Joshua finds the larger frame less convenient at corners and the added
weight tiring over time. Fatigue can affect his crew's consistency.

Frame design matters separately from width. These observations concern the frames Joshua uses; they are not a
claim that every frame of a given width has identical construction.

Carry the same finish into restricted areas

Field practice

I use mini rollers with a 3/4-inch core and match their nap and fabric to the main 9-inch cover. | refer to the mini
sizes as 4 1/2 and 6 inches. They help carry a consistent rolled texture into corners, behind toilets, around
obstacles, and onto small surfaces where a full-size roller is awkward.
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Manufacturer direction

Purdy lists matching-fabric jumbo mini covers with 3/4-inch cores; the cited Marathon examples are labeled 4 1/2
and 6 1/2 inches wide. Use the exact package dimensions when purchasing. Core diameter, width, and nap are
three different measurements. [16]

6. Inspect and prepare new tools

Field practice
Before first use, | check that a brush's filaments are intact and firmly secured. | do not have another special
brush-preparation routine. Loose hairs on a freshly painted wall or door are a reason to invest in sound tools.

For a new roller cover before water-based paint, Joshua dips it in water, rolls it repeatedly on a surface, and spins
out excess water outdoors in a suitable area. This preparation is specifically for water-based coatings. Remove
excess water before loading; do not treat a wet cover as ready for every coating.

Before loading a cover with an oil-based product, he mounts it on the frame and rolls it several times to check that
it is properly attached. His stated routine does not include water or solvent pre-wetting.

See Interior Painting Technigues and Guidelines for a Paint Crew for bucket-and-grid loading, keeping the roller
supplied with paint, and the cutting-and-rolling sequence. See Airless Spraying for coordinating spray work with
back-rolling.

7. Clean, dry, and store roller covers after water-based paint

Field practice

My preferred method uses a drill-mounted roller-cleaning attachment, such as Roller Ready or the SCOTTCHEN
cleaner/dryer, that fits my 9-inch cover. The buckets contain the paint and water while the cover spins. The timing
below is my routine, not a manufacturer's required setting.

1. Use the curved roller-cleaning edge of a 5-in-1 painter's tool to recover usable excess paint into its can or
bucket. Secure the lid afterward.

2. Prepare two 5-gallon buckets: one empty and one about three-quarters full of clean water, leaving room for the
cover and splashing.

3. Remove the cover over the empty bucket. Joshua taps the frame against the bucket's inside so the cover drops
in. Clean the frame and the inside of the cover.

4. Secure the cover to the cleaning attachment. Hold the cover inside the empty bucket and spin for about 30
seconds to shed remaining paint.

5. Move it into the water bucket and spin for at least 30 seconds.
6. Return it to the receiving bucket and spin out the rinse water.

7. Collect the used water, clean and refill a bucket with fresh water, and use the other bucket to receive the next
spin-off. Spin in fresh water for about 60 seconds or longer, then spin out into the receiving bucket.

8. Repeat until the liquid coming off shows no visible paint. Clear-looking water is Joshua's cleaning check; it is not
a disposal test.

9. Give the cleaned cover a final spin of about 60 seconds. Stop the tool, then wipe the cover with a clean, dry rag.

10. Return it to the frame and hang the frame in storage or the van. Alternatively, use its original container in the
roller-cover box, particularly when the frame is needed for another cover. Allow remaining moisture to dry before
enclosing it in packaging that would trap moisture.
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Manufacturer direction

Roller Ready describes spinning excess paint off the cover, then spinning the cover in water to clean it. Choose the
attachment that fits the cover and follow its operating instructions. This general description does not establish the
speed or limits for every drill attachment. [17]

Warning

Keep the drill out of the water, hands clear of moving parts, and rotation stopped when handling or changing the
cover. Use suitable eye protection and gloves for the product. This is a water-based-paint cleanup routine; do not
extend it to spinning flammable solvents.

Joshua wears latex gloves while handling paint and wet tools. That records his practice; it does not establish latex
as protective against every coating or cleaner.

Contain the wash water. Collect paint residue and rinse water for an appropriate local disposal route. Do not wash
paint into soil, gutters, or storm drains. A work sink must have an appropriate permitted waste connection; do not
assume every jobsite sink is suitable. EPA guidance emphasizes collecting and managing paint wash water. [20]

8. Clean, comb, and store brushes after water-based paint

Field practice

| prefer a suitable work cleanup sink. Otherwise, | work with buckets of clean water, replacing the water as paint
comes out. | press and work the brush in the water to loosen paint, then repeat until pressing it into clean water
releases no visible paint.

Joshua supports the brush at the bucket rim and uses a wire paintbrush-cleaning brush, working from the
handle/ferrule end toward the tips on each side. He dips and repeats, then rinses thoroughly. At a suitable cleanup
sink he uses warm water. He shakes out the water, spins the brush back and forth between his hands, and finishes
with a brush comb to straighten the filaments.

Manufacturer direction

Purdy advises against wire-brush cleaning because it can damage the flagged, or split, filament tips. It recommends
a brush comb to remove paint from within the brush. For its synthetic brushes used with water-based coatings,
Purdy specifies mild soap or detergent and warm water, rinsing, straightening, a protective keeper, and hanging to
dry. [18, 19]

These are different cleaning practices. Joshua's wire-cleaning method is recorded as field experience; it is not
Purdy-approved care. Follow the brush maker's directions for the brush being cleaned, using a comb in place of wire
brushing where the maker calls for it.

Field practice
After combing, | remove the hook | use to hang the brush inside my paint bucket, put the brush back in its protective
sleeve, and hang it for storage. This keeps the storage routine consistent even when the brush has a hook attached
during painting.

Use the same wash-water containment principles described for rollers. This section does not provide an oil- or
solvent-cleaning procedure.

9. Check tool condition and the finish early

Field practice

A brush that begins losing filaments is no longer suitable for use. My best brushes have been with me for many
years. | replace a roller cover when dried paint remains in parts of the nap, fibers come loose, or the inside begins
tearing or coming apart. A good cover that is properly cared for can also last years. Condition matters more than
age.
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Inspect the result while there is still time to correct the tool choice. Look for excessive roller texture, uneven marks,
shedding, and holidays in recessed areas. Check for flashing as the finish dries.

Field practice

On a Level 5 wall, a second coat often takes care of ordinary uneven coverage. If a 1/2-inch nap has left severe
unwanted texture, | would sand that defect smooth and recoat with the appropriate shorter nap. That is corrective
sanding, not a rule to sand drywall between every painted coat.

Before starting, confirm:

- The brush or cover suits the coating and its required film thickness.

- The nap reaches the texture without leaving an unwanted finish.

- The width and frame allow access and comfortable, consistent work.

- The brush holds its filaments; the cover is clean and its core is sound.

- Mini covers match the main cover where a consistent rolled texture is needed.

- Cleanup equipment and a suitable wash-water collection point are ready.

10. Demonstrations and related reading

Joshua supplied the following third-party demonstrations as supplementary references. The written procedures
above remain the encyclopedia’s instructions. These videos have not been independently reviewed for this edition,
and no transcript or timestamps are asserted.

- Bucket-and-tool roller cleaning reference: identified by Joshua as the newer method he prefers.
- Older roller-cleaning method: supplied for comparison with the contained bucket method.

- Brush-cleaning demonstration using a hose: Joshua considers the cleaning useful but notes that the demonstrator
omits his final combing step. Contain rinse water when adapting the method.

Related encyclopedia entries:

- Preparing and Repainting Cedar Siding

- Preparing and Painting New Drywall

- Repainting Previously Painted Interior Walls

- Interior Painting Techniques and Guidelines for a Paint Crew
- Airless Spraying

- Preparing and Repainting Exterior Stucco

- Preparing and Painting Rusted Steel and Iron

- Preparing and Painting Exterior Aluminum

- Choosing the Right Primer
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https://www.instagram.com/p/BufmCmkB_YF/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JkUQ3qfVZw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksDDFxLEoF8

Painter terms and SPATE connections

S - Substrate: Identify the actual surface and texture, including smooth drywall, textured drywall, doors, metal,
cedar, and stucco.

P - Product: Identify the coating and check the exact brush or cover's compatibility and the required film build.

A - Application: Choose tools for cutting, brushing with the grain, rolling, and back-rolling; match mini covers to the
main finish.

T - Tools: Select brush material, width, shape, and body; roller fabric, nap, width, core, and frame; suitable cleaning
tools.

E - Execution: Inspect tools before use, check the finish early, clean and store equipment, and replace tools that
shed or deteriorate.

Sources and editorial record

Primary source: Joshua's painting experience, developed through the brush-and-roller interview and earlier substrate articles.
Prepared 20 September 2026. Manufacturer descriptions are separate from his field preferences. Specifications are for the named
lines, not every model a brand sells. Photos of Joshua's hook and equipment can be added later.

[1] Sherwin-Williams, How to Choose Paint Brushes & Rollers. Checked 20 September 2026: Source link

[2] Celanese, Filaments: paintbrush materials. Checked 19 September 2026: Source link

[3] ArroWorthy, Rembrandt brushes. Checked 19 September 2026: Source link

[4] Purdy, product catalog, Pro-Extra filament blend and stiffness classification. Checked 19 September 2026: Source link
[5] Corona, Red-Gold product description reproduced by Southern Paint & Supply. Checked 19 September 2026: Source link
[6] ArroWorthy, Stain Brushes, model 4080. Checked 19 September 2026: Source link

[7] Minwax, Wood Finishing Basics, brush selection. Checked 19 September 2026: Source link

[8] Wooster, Mohair Blend roller covers. Checked 20 September 2026: Source link

[9] Purdy, Colossus roller covers. Checked 19 September 2026: Source link

[10] Wooster, Cirrus X roller covers. Checked 19 September 2026: Source link

[11] Wooster, Pro/Doo-Z FTP roller covers. Checked 19 September 2026: Source link

[12] Purdy, Contractor 1st roller covers. Checked 20 September 2026: Source link

[13] Purdy, Marathon roller covers. Checked 20 September 2026: Source link

[14] Purdy, GoldenEagle roller covers. Checked 20 September 2026: Source link

[15] Purdy, WhiteDove roller covers. Checked 20 September 2026: Source link

[16] Purdy, Marathon Jumbo Mini Roller Covers. Checked 20 September 2026: Source link

[17] Roller Ready, manufacturer's cleaning-method overview. Checked 20 September 2026: Source link

[18] Purdy, Painting FAQs, wire-brush cleaning guidance. Checked 20 September 2026: Source link

[19] Purdy, Painting Cleanup & Care. Checked 20 September 2026: Source link

[20] US EPA, Developing Your Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan: A Guide for Construction Sites, washout guidance. Checked
20 September 2026: Source link
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https://www.sherwin-williams.com/en-us/project-center/paint/how-to-choose-paint-brushes-rollers
https://www.celanese.com/products/filaments
https://www.arroworthy.com/rembrandt-brushes/
https://www.purdy.com/content/dam/cbg-purdy/painting-resources/Purdy-Catalog.pdf
https://store.southernpaintandsupply.com/corona-cortez-paint-brush-red-gold-nylon-polyester/
https://www.arroworthy.com/brushes_stainbrushes/
https://www.minwax.com/en/how-to-finish-wood/wood-preparation/wood-finishing-basics-article
https://www.woosterbrush.com/rollers/mohair-blend-rollers/
https://www.purdy.com/en/products/rollers/colossus
https://www.woosterbrush.com/rollers/cirrus-x-rollers/
https://www.woosterbrush.com/rollers/pro-doo-z-ftp-rollers/
https://www.purdy.com/en/products/rollers/contractor-1st
https://www.purdy.com/en/products/rollers/marathon
https://www.purdy.com/en/products/rollers/goldeneagle
https://www.purdy.com/en/products/rollers/whitedove
https://www.purdy.com/en/products/rollers/marathon-jumbo-mini-roller-cover
https://rollerready.com/
https://www.purdy.com/en/painting-resources/painting-faqs
https://www.purdy.com/en/painting-resources/painting-faqs/paint-care-and-cleanup
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPURL.cgi?Dockey=60000FNM.TXT

