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Yaakov has his famous fight with the angel until the morning’s
dawn. The angel, seeing that he cannot defeat Yaakov, pleads
with him to let him go, as it was his day to sing the song of
praise before Hashem. Yaakov demands a blessing from the
angel before he releases him. The angel asks for Yaakov’s name
and upon hearing it, changes his name to Yisrael. In reply,
Yaakov asks the angel for his name, at which time the angel
responds with a strange question, “Why do you ask me my
name?”

This is strange reply to an innocent question. Was the angel
angry at Yaakov for asking it? Surely not, for the angel had just
done the same by asking Yaakov for his name so it was only
logical for Yaakov to do the same.

Rashi explains that the angel was explaining to Yaakov how he
doesn’t really have a name since an angel adapts and changes
according to the mission it is sent on.

A name implies a thing’s essence. Most things in this world are
unchanging. A table remains a table for its entire existence. A
person remains more or less the same from birth until death.
When does a person change his name? The Rambam writes in
Hilchot Teshuva that when a person does teshuva, full
repentance, he should change his name since through teshuva,
he is actually becoming a different person!

Aside from that, we usually don’t change our names.

Rashi’s comment that the angel doesn’t have a permanent
name, because he is always changing according to his mission,
doesn’t seem to fit with our tradition. In our siddur, we make
reference to various angels by name. We mention the angel
Michael, Gavriel, Uriel, and Refael, just to name some.

So why does the angel that Yaakov fought with not have a name
due to the fact that his mission is always changing?

The answer lies in another Rashi, where he reveals to us that the
angel that Yaakov fought with was none other than the angel of
Eisav himself.

Tradition tells us that the angel of Eisav is also known as the
Yetzer Hara, the angel of death, the devil, and Samael. He is the
angel of evil.

The angel was telling Yaakov that I, the yetzer hara, the evil

inclination, have no set name because | come to people
differently to try to entice them to sin. To one person he may
come as a beautiful women. To another, he may come as a truck
load of money!

Each person struggles with his yetzer hara in a different way and
therefore he cannot be known by any set name.

The key phrase in this Rashi, | believe, is that he adapts and
comes at the behest of the commander of his mission, in other
words, Hashem.

Rashi is telling us that the evil angel of Eisav is nothing more
than a messenger and servant of Hashem. Hashem lies behind
every task, every challenge, every inclination. Armed with this
knowledge alone can help us rise to our challenges.

If we believe that our struggles and battles are random and we
are mere victims of circumstance, then it is very hard to defeat
our demons and grow.

If we realize that our battles and difficulties are tailor made for
us by Hashem, then obviously Hashem wants us to overcome
them, and He believes that we have the strength to do so, for
otherwise He would not send the angel in the first place.
Another approach to understanding the angel’s reply, is to
interpret his response as his actual name. In other words, the
angel was not dodging the question, he was answering it. The
name of the evil inclination, the angel of Eisav, the enticer of
sin, the pursuer of downfall, is “Why ask my name?”

We are at our weakest when we do not ask questions, when we
hurriedly give in to our urges. That is when the yetzer hara is
victorious over us. It is only when we ask questions, when we
ponder our choices before making decisions, that we have the
power to defeat him. The angel of Eisav works best in the dark.
That is when he fought with Yaakov. It is when the sun comes up
and sheds light on our surroundings that we can see and discern
the angel for who he truly is. It is then that he has no power
over Yaakov. The Torah is a referred to as light and it provides
us with the ammunition to fight the yetzer hara for through the
Torah, we light up our lives to the degree that the angel has no
hold over us!
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	Yaakov has his famous fight with the angel until the morning’s dawn. The angel, seeing that he cannot defeat Yaakov, pleads with him to let him go, as it was his day to sing the song of praise before Hashem. Yaakov demands a blessing from the angel before he releases him. The angel asks for Yaakov’s name and upon hearing it, changes his name to Yisrael. In reply, Yaakov asks the angel for his name, at which time the angel responds with a strange question, “Why do you ask me my name?” This is strange reply to an innocent question. Was the angel angry at Yaakov for asking it? Surely not, for the angel had just done the same by asking Yaakov for his name so it was only logical for Yaakov to do the same.  Rashi explains that the angel was explaining to Yaakov how he doesn’t really have a name since an angel adapts and changes according to the mission it is sent on. A name implies a thing’s essence. Most things in this world are unchanging. A table remains a table for its entire existence. A person remains more or less the same from birth until death. When does a person change his name? The Rambam writes in Hilchot Teshuva that when a person does teshuva, full repentance, he should change his name since through teshuva, he is actually becoming a different person! Aside from that, we usually don’t change our names. Rashi’s comment that the angel doesn’t have a permanent name, because he is always changing according to his mission, doesn’t seem to fit with our tradition. In our siddur, we make reference to various angels by name. We mention the angel Michael, Gavriel, Uriel, and Refael, just to name some. So why does the angel that Yaakov fought with not have a name due to the fact that his mission is always changing? The answer lies in another Rashi, where he reveals to us that the angel that Yaakov fought with was none other than the angel of Eisav himself. Tradition tells us that the angel of Eisav is also known as the Yetzer Hara, the angel of death, the devil, and Samael. He is the angel of evil. The angel was telling Yaakov that I, the yetzer hara, the evil
	inclination, have no set name because I come to people differently to try to entice them to sin. To one person he may come as a beautiful women. To another, he may come as a truck load of money! Each person struggles with his yetzer hara in a different way and therefore he cannot be known by any set name. The key phrase in this Rashi, I believe, is that he adapts and comes at the behest of the commander of his mission, in other words, Hashem. Rashi is telling us that the evil angel of Eisav is nothing more than a messenger and servant of Hashem. Hashem lies behind every task, every challenge, every inclination. Armed with this knowledge alone can help us rise to our challenges. If we believe that our struggles and battles are random and we are mere victims of circumstance, then it is very hard to defeat our demons and grow. If we realize that our battles and difficulties are tailor made for us by Hashem, then obviously Hashem wants us to overcome them, and He believes that we have the strength to do so, for otherwise He would not send the angel in the first place. Another approach to understanding the angel’s reply, is to interpret his response as his actual name. In other words, the angel was not dodging the question, he was answering it. The name of the evil inclination, the angel of Eisav, the enticer of sin, the pursuer of downfall, is “Why ask my name?” We are at our weakest when we do not ask questions, when we hurriedly give in to our urges. That is when the yetzer hara is victorious over us. It is only when we ask questions, when we ponder our choices before making decisions, that we have the power to defeat him. The angel of Eisav works best in the dark. That is when he fought with Yaakov. It is when the sun comes up  and sheds light on our surroundings that we can see and discern the angel for who he truly is. It is then that he has no power over Yaakov. The Torah is a referred to as light and it provides us with the ammunition to fight the yetzer hara for through the Torah, we light up our lives to the degree that the angel has no hold over us!
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