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As was last week’s parsha, this week’s parsha, Pikudei, is very
repetitive of what we have already read in Parshat Teruma. This
week’s parsha writes in great detail how the Jewish people
implemented every detail that was instructed of them regarding
the Mishkan.

The parsha is broken up into very small paragraphs, each one
highlighting a different part of the mishkan, whether it be the Ark,
the Table, the Menorah, etc., how the people designed each
component exactly according to how Hashem instructed Moshe.
After listing how each item was fashioned, exactly how Hashem
instructed Moshe, the Torah describes how they assembled each
of those items exactly how Hashem commanded Moshe.

As soon as the people finished assembling the Mishkan, according
to how Hashem instructed Moshe, the cloud of Hashem
immediately descended and the glory of G-d filled the Mishkan.
What is the message of this parsha, which is also the culmination
of Sefer Shemot? Why does the Torah need to repeat so many
times, how everything was done according to Hashem’s
instructions? Why couldn’t the Torah have told us at the end of
assembly that everything was done perfectly according to
Hashem’s command?

| think the answer is that the Torah did not want us to become
overwhelmed by the awesome task that it placed in front of us.
How could Hashem instruct us to build Him a house in to dwell
in?! Hashem fills the entire universe! He is everywhere! How is it
possible to bring Hashem’s presence into our physical world? It is
indeed an overwhelming task and is one that could easily
discourage any Jew.

If Hashem were to have asked this only of Moshe Rabbeinu, then
we could excuse ourselves by saying that we are not Moshe, we
do not have the capabilities of Moshe. Certainly Hashem does not
expect me to build a mishkan for Him to dwell in!!

However, the Torah actually does command each and every one of
us to build and become a mishkan for Hashem to dwell in, as the
Passuk says, “Build me a mishkan, so that | may dwell inside of
them!”

It is incumbent upon each of us to sanctify our lives to the degree
that Hashem will want to live with us, in our homes, in our hearts
and in our minds.

But how are we to do so? How can |, a mere mortal of flesh and
blood, become so holy that Hashem will want to live inside of me?
This is a question that has bothered philosophers and theologians
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Some religions have come to the conclusion that for a person to be
holy, he must disengage from the physical aspects of this world.
He should not marry, should live as an ascetic, refrain from talking,
refrain from partaking in pleasurable activities, meditate, etc.

The Torah in this week’s parsha teaches us how to build a mishkan,
how to bring Hashem into our lives. It does not require meditation,
or self affliction, or separating from the physical world.

It only requires one thing! To follow the instructions of Hashem to
the letter! This is why the Torah breaks down the building of the
mishkan into small bites. First prepare wood, then gold, then
insert this table leg into this table top. Then build beams, then
place the beams next to each other and then fasten rods to them
to hold them together. One small step followed by another small
step until eventually all of these small steps come together to form
a house for Hashem!

Back in 2016 | had the grandiose idea of running Comrades, the 89
kilometer ultramarathon held annually in South Africa. The idea at
first was overwhelming, but | read a book about how to train for
the Comrades marathon. He wrote how one must break down the
race into “bite-able bites and chewable chunks.” If you look at the
entire 89 km run as one unit, then it is too overwhelming to bear.
If you break it down into one kilometer sections, then it is easier to
undertake.

So too, if we ponder the goal of bringing Hashem into the world
without knowing how to tackle it, then it is a goal that is
overwhelming. The Torah is telling us to follow the instructions.
Don’t think too deeply into the matter. Just build the “bricks”, or
the beams, and let Hashem sort out how the mishkan will come
together, bringing Him into our lives.

Kedusha, holiness, and righteousness do not require lofty
meditations or deep concentrations or self deprivations, it just
requires us to follow the halacha, the laws that govern our
behaviors from the moment we awaken in the morning until the
moment we go to sleep at night. As long as we follow the laws set
forth by Hashem and his Torah, we will become the mishkan that
we are meant to become, all the while enjoying a beautiful life
both in this world and eventually in the world to come!

for centuries.
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	As was last week’s parsha, this week’s parsha, Pikudei, is very repetitive of what we have already read in Parshat Teruma. This week’s parsha writes in great detail how the Jewish people implemented every detail that was instructed of them regarding the Mishkan. The parsha is broken up into very small paragraphs, each one highlighting a different part of the mishkan, whether it be the Ark, the Table, the Menorah, etc., how the people designed each component exactly according to how Hashem instructed Moshe. After listing how each item was fashioned, exactly how Hashem instructed Moshe, the Torah describes how they assembled each of those items exactly how Hashem commanded Moshe. As soon as the people finished assembling the Mishkan, according to how Hashem instructed Moshe, the cloud of Hashem immediately descended and the glory of G-d filled the Mishkan. What is the message of this parsha, which is also the culmination of Sefer Shemot? Why does the Torah need to repeat so many times, how everything was done according to Hashem’s instructions? Why couldn’t the Torah have told us at the end of assembly that everything was done perfectly according to Hashem’s command?  I think the answer is that the Torah did not want us to become overwhelmed by the awesome task that it placed in front of us. How could Hashem instruct us to build Him a house in to dwell in?! Hashem fills the entire universe! He is everywhere! How is it possible to bring Hashem’s presence into our physical world? It is indeed an overwhelming task and is one that could easily discourage any Jew.  If Hashem were to have asked this only of Moshe Rabbeinu, then we could excuse ourselves by saying that we are not Moshe, we do not have the capabilities of Moshe. Certainly Hashem does not expect me to build a mishkan for Him to dwell in!! However, the Torah actually does command each and every one of us to build and become a mishkan for Hashem to dwell in, as the Passuk says, “Build me a mishkan, so that I may dwell inside of them!”  It is incumbent upon each of us to sanctify our lives to the degree that Hashem will want to live with us, in our homes, in our hearts and in our minds. But how are we to do so? How can I, a mere mortal of flesh and blood, become so holy that Hashem will want to live inside of me? This is a question that has bothered philosophers and theologians
	for centuries. Some religions have come to the conclusion that for a person to be holy, he must disengage from the physical aspects of this world. He should not marry, should live as an ascetic, refrain from talking, refrain from partaking in pleasurable activities, meditate, etc. The Torah in this week’s parsha teaches us how to build a mishkan, how to bring Hashem into our lives. It does not require meditation, or self affliction, or separating from the physical world. It only requires one thing! To follow the instructions of Hashem to the letter! This is why the Torah breaks down the building of the mishkan into small bites. First prepare wood, then gold, then insert this table leg into this table top. Then build beams, then place the beams next to each other and then fasten rods to them to hold them together. One small step followed by another small step until eventually all of these small steps come together to form a house for Hashem! Back in 2016 I had the grandiose idea of running Comrades, the 89 kilometer ultramarathon held annually in South Africa. The idea at first was overwhelming, but I read a book about how to train for the Comrades marathon. He wrote how one must break down the race into “bite-able bites and chewable chunks.” If you look at the entire 89 km run as one unit, then it is too overwhelming to bear. If you break it down into one kilometer sections, then it is easier to undertake. So too, if we ponder the goal of bringing Hashem into the world without knowing how to tackle it, then it is a goal that is overwhelming. The Torah is telling us to follow the instructions. Don’t think too deeply into the matter. Just build the “bricks”, or the beams, and let Hashem sort out how the mishkan will come together, bringing Him into our lives. Kedusha, holiness, and righteousness do not require lofty meditations or deep concentrations or self deprivations, it just requires us to follow the halacha, the laws that govern our behaviors from the moment we awaken in the morning until the moment we go to sleep at night. As long as we follow the laws set forth by Hashem and his Torah, we will become the mishkan that we are meant to become, all the while enjoying a beautiful life both in this world and eventually in the world to come!
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