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the book of Devarim, which always coincides with the Shabbat
before Tisha B’av.

What is the connection between this parsha and Tisha B’av that
they always appear in such close proximity? The popular answer is
that the word Eicha, which opens the Book of Lamentations that we
read on Tisha B’av, also appears in this parsha by Moshe Rabbeinu.
Perhaps we can find another insight if we look at Rashi’s
commentary in the beginning of this week’s parsha. The Torah
states that that it was an eleven day journey from Chorev, which is
a referral to Mount Sinai, to Kadesh Barnea via Har Seir. Kadesh
Barnea was located on the border between Egypt and Eretz Yisrael.
The next verse reads, “And behold in the fortieth year and the
eleventh month Moshe spoke to the entire congregation of Israel.”
What message is the Torah conveying with this historical account?
Rashi explains that Moshe was chastising them! “See what you have
done! Hashem was prepared to bring you into the land of Israel in
the short span of eleven days! He even hastened the eleven day
journey into one of only three days. Hashem was so eager to bring
you into the land quickly, but because of your sin with the spies,
you needed to spend forty years wandering this desert!”

Rashi also tells us that the entire book of Devarim was Moshe’s
farewell speech to the Jewish people, as he knew that the time of
his death was fast approaching. Moshe is aware that he will not be
able to take care of them for much longer. He chose to use the time
he had left to instruct the people in the fundamentals of faith of
Judaism and how they could best navigate their connection to
Hashem without him.

The first lesson that Moshe’s teaches them is cause and effect! It is
essential for us to realize that our problems are of our own making.
“Do not blame Hashem for your troubles! Blame yourselves!” This is
the first lesson of the book of Devarim. Why did we need to wander
the wilderness for forty years? It wasn’t Hashem’s fault, for He
wanted to bring us in quickly! It was our fault for messing up by
sending the spies.

This message is so important for us to internalize as we are
approaching Tisha B’av. Most of us feel helpless when it comes to
Tisha B’av. Many of us are unable to feel the loss of the Beit
Hamikdash and don’t know how to respond or how to react in
order to make things better.
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Our sages refer to Tisha B’av as a festival, implying that it is not
merely a terrible day to “get past.” It is a day we are meant to
experience, a day that should transform us into better Jews!

Parshat Devarim tells us to take responsibility for our actions. If a
short journey turns out taking forty years, then we are doing
something wrong! If the Beit Hamikdash was destroyed, then we did
and are still doing something wrong, for if we were doing everything
right, Moshiach and the third Temple would already have arrived!
The Rambam writes in the beginning of the laws of Ta’anit that the
Jewish people have an obligation to fast and to pray whenever there
is calamity and suffering in the nation, and that failing to take
responsibility for our predicaments is actually an act of cruelty on
our part, for if we fail to get the message when our troubles are
relatively “mild”, Hashem will have no choice but to sent stronger
troubles until we get the message. All troubles can be avoided if we
simply got the message when things are good, or just mildly
difficult.

Certainly in my lifetime, | do not recall a more dangerous time that
the Jewish people in Eretz Yisrael has faced as the one we are facing
now. Our enemies surround us and they are sharpening and bearing
their “swords”, threatening to destroy us at all costs. The fact that
this threat is transpiring now, with our enemies suggesting that the
hammer will fall on Tisha B’av, shows how finely attuned they are to
our spiritual ebbs and flows. Could Hashem have sent us any bigger
message than having our enemies threaten us on Tisha B’av?!
Failing to get this message could have dire consequences, G-d
forbid! And the message is Chazon - Devarim!

Chazon, look and contemplate, the words of Devarim. Realize that
the turmoil that engulfs us is of our own making and do something
about it! What are we to do? The Rambam tells us to fast, to pray
and to repent!

Tisha B’av is considered a “festival” because the fact that Hashem
still feels compelled to “discipline” us, shows that He still believes in
our ability to improve our ways, hastening our redemption.

Let us cry out to Hashem with prayer and repentance today, thereby
empowering Hashem to bring our salvation swiftly, without further
suffering and casualties, so that this coming Tisha B’av, we may eat
and rejoice in Jerusalem in the presence of the Shechina in the Third
Beit Hamikdash!

Am Yisrael Chai!

THE ISADORE AND RUTH GIBBER
WORLDWIDE
TISHA B’AV
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	This Shabbat we begin reading the fifth and final book of the Torah, the book of Devarim, which always coincides with the Shabbat before Tisha B’av. What is the connection between this parsha and Tisha B’av that they always appear in such close proximity? The popular answer is that the word Eicha, which opens the Book of Lamentations that we read on Tisha B’av, also appears in this parsha by Moshe Rabbeinu. Perhaps we can find another insight if we look at Rashi’s commentary in the beginning of this week’s parsha. The Torah states that that it was an eleven day journey from Chorev, which is a referral to Mount Sinai, to Kadesh Barnea via Har Seir. Kadesh Barnea was located on the border between Egypt and Eretz Yisrael. The next verse reads, “And behold in the fortieth year and the eleventh month Moshe spoke to the entire congregation of Israel.” What message is the Torah conveying with this historical account? Rashi explains that Moshe was chastising them! “See what you have done! Hashem was prepared to bring you into the land of Israel in the short span of eleven days! He even hastened the eleven day journey into one of only three days. Hashem was so eager to bring you into the land quickly, but because of your sin with the spies, you needed to spend forty years wandering this desert!” Rashi also tells us that the entire book of Devarim was Moshe’s farewell speech to the Jewish people, as he knew that the time of his death was fast approaching. Moshe is aware that he will not be able to take care of them for much longer. He chose to use the time he had left to instruct the people in the fundamentals of faith of Judaism and how they could best navigate their connection to Hashem without him.  The first lesson that Moshe’s teaches them is cause and effect! It is essential for us to realize that our problems are of our own making. “Do not blame Hashem for your troubles! Blame yourselves!” This is the first lesson of the book of Devarim. Why did we need to wander the wilderness for forty years? It wasn’t Hashem’s fault, for He wanted to bring us in quickly! It was our fault for messing up by sending the spies. This message is so important for us to internalize as we are approaching Tisha B’av. Most of us feel helpless when it comes to Tisha B’av. Many of us are unable to feel the loss of the Beit Hamikdash  and  don’t  know  how  to  respond  or how to react in order to make things better.
	Our sages refer to Tisha B’av as a festival, implying that it is not merely a terrible day to “get past.” It is a day we are meant to experience, a day that should transform us into better Jews! Parshat Devarim tells us to take responsibility for our actions. If a short journey turns out taking forty years, then we are doing something wrong! If the Beit Hamikdash was destroyed, then we did and are still doing something wrong, for if we were doing everything right, Moshiach and the third Temple would already have arrived! The Rambam writes in the beginning of the laws of Ta’anit that the Jewish people have an obligation to fast and to pray whenever there is calamity and suffering in the nation, and that failing to take responsibility for our predicaments is actually an act of cruelty on our part, for if we fail to get the message when our troubles are relatively “mild”, Hashem will have no choice but to sent stronger troubles until we get the message. All troubles can be avoided if we simply got the message when things are good, or just mildly difficult. Certainly in my lifetime, I do not recall a more dangerous time that  the Jewish people in Eretz Yisrael has faced as the one we are facing now. Our enemies surround us and they are sharpening and bearing their “swords”, threatening to destroy us at all costs. The fact that this threat is transpiring now, with our enemies suggesting that the hammer will fall on Tisha B’av, shows how finely attuned they are to our spiritual ebbs and flows. Could Hashem have sent us any bigger message than having our enemies threaten us on Tisha B’av?! Failing to get this message could have dire consequences, G-d forbid! And the message is Chazon - Devarim! Chazon, look and contemplate, the words of Devarim. Realize that the turmoil that engulfs us is of our own making and do something about it! What are we to do? The Rambam tells us to fast, to pray and to repent! Tisha B’av is considered a “festival” because the fact that Hashem still feels compelled to “discipline” us, shows that He still believes in our ability to improve our ways, hastening our redemption. Let us cry out to Hashem with prayer and repentance today, thereby empowering Hashem to bring our salvation swiftly, without further suffering and casualties, so that this coming Tisha B’av, we may eat and rejoice in Jerusalem in the presence of the Shechina in the Third Beit Hamikdash!  Am Yisrael Chai!
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