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The Parsha opens with the directive to donate gold, silver, copper
and other precious objects towards the construction of the
Mishkan, the Tabernacle.

When instructing us to donate to the Mishkan fund, the Torah
uses the word “Take for Me” as opposed to “Give Me...”

The commentators question the seemingly inappropriate use of
the word, for surely when a person gives tzedaka, a donation to a
worthy cause, he is giving to that cause and not taking.

One approach to answer this question is that one can never use
the word “give” in reference to Hashem. We can never truly give
Hashem anything, for giving to another implies that the other is
deficient in a particular matter, and | am giving him what he is
lacking.

Since Hashem is perfect and can lack nothing, there is nothing we
can really give Him. This is why the Torah uses the word “take”.
Hashem is asking us to take of our money and to be part of
something bigger than us.

Also, the Torah is using this terminology to teach us another
valuable lesson. Hashem knows that it is not easy for us to give of
our money and resources to others. We have a very strong
connection to our money. By using the word “take” and not the
word “give”, the Torah is teaching us that when we give tzedaka,
we are actually taking and not giving.

Sure, we are giving our money away when we donate to the
cause. The reduction of funds in our bank accounts is proof of
that. But it is only hard to give if we live life believing that what’s
mine is truly mine. If we understood that our prosperity and the
amount of wealth we possess is a gift from Hashem, with the
primary purpose of giving it to worthy charitable causes, then
when we give tzedaka, we are actually taking it out of our physical

>
bank accounts, and redepositing it into our spiritual bank accountj
that will travel with us to the next world for all eternity.The Torah
tells us to take our money and resources and “to build a Mishkan, a
Tabernacle, so that Hashem may dwell inside of them.”
The medrash asks why the word Mishkan is referred to in the
plural, as “them” and not in the singular, as “it”.
It answers that by building the Mishkan, Hashem will draw close to
each and every one of us and He will dwell inside of us! The idea
behind this medrash is that if we give our money to charitable
causes, to supporting Torah, to building shuls, to feeding the needy,
then we are affirming our belief that Hashem truly lives in side of
me! A person needs a lot of faith in Hashem, he needs a firm belief
that He is the source of our blessing, to give away his money. By
doing so, we invite Hashem into our lives and bring further blessing
to ourselves and our families!
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Face to face

The Cherubim have great importance in the Temple, as evident by
the fact that they are placed in the Holy of Holies. Despite this, their
role is not explicitly stated in the Torah. What do the Cherubim
signify? The implication of the Cherubim having the face of male and
female, teaches that the love between the Jewish people and G-d
resembles the love between a man and woman. The Cherubim teach
that love is when two people face each other. In other words, they
look to see what the other person needs and what they can do to
make the other person feel good. Instead of thinking about
themselves, they try to understand what the other person feels.

In contrast, when the Cherubim turn their face away from one
another, this represents a state of distance between husband and
wife. This happens when each person thinks only of themselves and
ignores the other person. They don’t know or care about how the
other person feels inside. In these states of affairs, each person is
far away from the other one. The Holy Arizal teaches that the male
and female that exist in the physical world are a mere reflection of
the male and female that exist in the supernal world.
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Their relationship alternates between periods in which they’re back-
to-back and times in which they are face-to-face. When they’re back-
to-back there is a lack of peace in the physical world. There is wrath
and division, as well as destruction. But when they face each other
there is oneness and wholeness in the physical world. The power of
our mitzvoth and good deeds is that they cause the heavenly male
and female to face each other.

The Talmud teaches that when Adam and Eve were first created, they
were glued to each other back-to-back. It was only later that God
said, “The Lord G-d said, “It is not good for man to be alone; | will
make a fitting helper corresponding to him.” The Ramban explains
the word “corresponding to him” alludes to the fact that initially, man
and his wife were not facing each other as they were back-to-back.
Then, seeing that this wasn’t the ideal situation, G-d caused them to
face each other. Although Adam and Eve were together, the Torah
considered them as being alone. This is because when each person
cannot stare the other person in the face, each person is alone. The
goal of love is to go from being alone to being together. To go from
being back-to-back to being face-to-face. If we can look at each other
in the eyes, we are never alone.
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	bank accounts, and redepositing it into our spiritual bank accounts that will travel with us to the next world for all eternity.The Torah tells us to take our money and resources and “to build a Mishkan, a Tabernacle, so that Hashem may dwell inside of them.” The medrash asks why the word Mishkan is referred to in the plural, as “them” and not in the singular, as “it”. It answers that by building the Mishkan, Hashem will draw close to each and every one of us and He will dwell inside of us! The idea behind this medrash is that if we give our money to charitable causes, to supporting Torah, to building shuls, to feeding the needy, then we are affirming our belief that Hashem truly lives in side of me! A person needs a lot of faith in Hashem, he needs a firm belief that He is the source of our blessing, to give away his money. By doing so, we invite Hashem into our lives and bring further blessing to ourselves and our families!
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