Vv

3 Bs’d
A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha
RAANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz
In memory of Baruch Chaim (Bradley) Ellerine Chayel Sara 5784 Issue 3 ?

“And Avraham was old, came with his days, and Hashem
blessed Avraham “bakol”, with everything.”

The gemara in Bava Basra says that Hashem gave three
people a taste of the world-to-come while they were still
alive. Those three were none other than Avraham,
Yitzchak and Yaakov.

The gemara derives this from the fact that the word
“kol”, everything, is used to describe the lives of all three
of them. Avraham was blessed “bakol.” Regarding
Yitzchak, the passuk says that he ate “mikol.” Regarding
Yaakov, he told Eisav that | have “kol”.

All three forefathers embodied the philosophy that
wherever they were in life, they truly felt that they had
“everything”. This attitude, this feeling that we are truly
blessed with everything, allows us an inner peace that is
akin to the peace that we will experience in the world-to-
come.

On the other hand, the wicked of the world are never
happy with what they have because, with their eyes
focused on the material, they never reach the level of
“everything.” The wealthiest person can never attain
“everything” no matter how much wealth he has amassed
as there will always be someone else with more.

How can we try to emulate our forefathers to reach a
level of joy in life that we can truly feel that we have
everything we need?

Human beings were endowed with a drive for ambition,
to amass more items, to conquer challenges, in the quest
to reach the “everything” goal! The sages state that the
nature of mankind is to always want more. If a man has
one hundred, he wants two hundred, if he has two
hundred, he desires four hundred. A man passes from
this world without having achieved even half of his
desires.

What was the key to our forefathers success in reaching a
level of joy normally reserved for the world-to-come?

The answer lies in their expectations. What were
Avraham'’s, Yitzchak’s and Yaakov’s expectations? What
did they want out of life? How much wealth did they
desire in order to achieve happiness?

Rashi tells us that Avraham being blessed by Hashem with
“bakol” is an allusion to his having a son! Avraham felt like
he was blessed with everything simply because he had a
son!

Yitzchak felt blessed with everything because he was
offered a beautiful meal by his son.

Yaakov felt blessed with everything because he had food
to eat and clothing to wear!

The key to true happiness is to lower our material
expectations. If our material needs are few, then when we
achieve them, we will feel truly blessed.

But what’s with man’s drive for ambition, for
achievement, for amassment? How can we feed that drive
if our expectations are so small?

The answer is that we, as Jews, were never meant to use
this drive to attain material wealth. We are meant to use
this drive to study Torah and to perform mitzvot. When it
comes to learning Torah, that’s where our ambitious drive
should kick in, to catalyze us to learn more Torah.

The Jewish people are in a fierce battle against the forces
of Eisav, Amalek, and Yishmael. Today’s Palestinians are a
blend of the three evil nations, and the common
denominator between all three is the attitude that
whatever they have is never enough. Eisav was not happy
with the wealth that he had. Haman the Amalekite, was
not happy with all of the honor and wealth that he had,
and Yishmael was never happy with what he had. Today’s
Palestinians will never be happy with what they have until
they have everything that we have, the entire state of
Israel!

May the strength of Am Yisrael using the power of
“everything” defeat our enemies who are the
embodiment of “it’s never enough”!
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Minyanim at the kollel Mincha 12:50 16:31
Shacharis 7:00 8:15 Maariv 16:59 18:00 20:00

DAF YOMI SHIUR

MASECHET BAVA KAMMA

SUN-FRI
(=, 7:45-8:30 am

=Y 8:45-9:30 am

Aharon Rabi

Our learning at the kollel this week will be for the merit
of our brave soldiers, hostages, and injured
please come and join us!
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WITH RABBI LAPIN

MASECHET BAVA KAMMA
6:40-7:00 AM SUN-FRI

* SHACHARIS *
700 AM Ahuza 198 Raanana
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