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We begin reading the book of Vayikra, the third of the five books
of the Torah, this coming Shabbat. This book is also referred to by
the Sages as the “Torah of the Kohanim” because it instructs the
Kohanim on the various sacrificial offerings the Jewish people
were required to bring daily, in the Mishkan and Bet Hamikdash.
Many of us find the idea of slaughtering animals to an all powerful
Deity as being difficult to comprehend. What “pleasure” would
such a G-d receive from the wanton killing of animals? Certainly
an all powerful G-d does not need anything from mankind, least of
all the killing of innocent creatures who surely do not deserve to
die for the cause of religion.
The concept of sacrifices is indeed a challenging one to
understand, primarily because we do not have the proper set of
eyes to see how the offering of sacrifices nourished and sustained
the world.

Most of us have no problem with the killing of innocent animals
for human consumption, even though we can easily nourish
ourselves with a plant based diet, because we see the benefit they
provide us. We enjoy eating, and a good steak is one of life’s
wonderful pleasures. The fact that a cow, who doesn’t deserve to
die merely for our own enjoyment, gave his life for something so
mundane does not disturb the carnivorous person in the slightest.
Yet when it comes to slaughtering animals for religious purposes,
because our Torah, the book that we believe imparts absolute
truth, says that the world cannot exist without these sacrifices, we
suddenly turn our noses up in skepticism, filled with worry for the
wanton killing of the same animal that gives it’s life for our plate!
This attitude is a prime example of mistaken values. This is the
type of perverse logic that comes when we allow our own human
morality to run unchecked, without humbling ourselves to true
Torah values.

The Torah teaches us that sacrifices are necessary. Offering
animals to Hashem, at the right place and time, is an act of
kindness and mercy, for they provide the energy that draws us
close to Hashem, which allows for the Divine blessings to come
down to Earth. Perhaps it is the very fact that we do not
understand how it works, and therefore find this type of religious
service so difficult, that it evokes such a powerful and beneficial
response from Hashem. Hashem sometimes asks us to do
something difficult and when we succeed, it is incredibly
powerful.

We also read this coming Shabbat, Parshat Zachor, the command

to eradicate the people of Amalek.

In the Haftorah, Shmuel HaNavi commands King Shaul to kill the
people of Amalek, so as evil would be finally eradicated. Shaul
found the task too cruel and difficult to fulfill and although he
wiped out most of them, he kept the King and the animals alive.
Shmuel rebuked him and told him not to be more righteous than
Hashem. If Hashem wanted every member of Amalek destroyed,
including the animals, who was Shaul to disagree. As a result of
this failure, he lost the kingdom and was stripped of his title.

The gemara tells us that this same “merciful” King Shaul went on
to kill the Priestly city of Nov, because he thought that they
rebelled against him. The medrash says that from here we learn a
frightening truth. If a person is merciful where he should be cruel,
then he will be cruel where he should be merciful!

Shaul should have shown zero mercy to Amalek, for they are evil
incarnate! But he should have shown mercy to his own Kohanim,
priests.

Hashem instructs us when to be cruel and firm, and when to be
merciful and forgiving. If we confuse the two, we will end up
misguided and we will be cruel to those who we should be kind to,
and we will be kind to those who we should be cruel to.

We learn from this episode and from the mitzvah of sacrifices, that
we are not knowledgeable enough to know when cruelty is called
for and when mercy is called for. If the Torah says to bring
sacrifices, an apparent act of “cruelty”, then we must be cruel. If
the Torah tells us to be merciful, then we must be merciful.

The Jewish people are fighting a war against Amalek both in the
state of Israel and all over the world. To the evil followers of
Amalek we are not allowed to show mercy, for they stand for an
evil that cannot be allowed to exist. Thank G-d we have the Torah
to govern our values and our humanity. The Torah states that we
are fighting a moral war. The Torah is the judge of true morality.
The rest of the world, which does not have the Torah to guide
them, has clearly lost their moral compass. They are merciful to
Amalek, to those that should be shown cruelty, and they are cruel
to Am Yisrael, a nation of priests whose only goal is to live in peace
and quiet. But just as Hashem turned the tables on Haman the
Amelekite, and came to our defense, so we believe it will happen
to us today. May we merit to destroy Amelek and all its followers!

Minyanim at the kollel Shacharis 7:00 8:15
Mincha 12:50 17:45 Maariv 18:16 20:00

Y AWAYAY 4 Y

WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY A HAPPY PURIM!

N7 A
71

o b n*:zm:'

PURIM TZEDAKA CAMPAIGN

x

l SCANTO DONAT[ :
Yi*AYA%AY&

RCK RANANA > Purim Gelt wil be distributed
COMBMUMNITY
TS to all participants wh:
(R
register by l;“'g

we PURIM YESHIVA!

0587945168

COME A A PART OF A BEAUTIFUA TRADETION OF STUDTING T0
AN PURIN NOGHT AT RUARANA'S ONE AND 08LY

70 D7D 7T TN 1T 0TI O
WD 0'RENIT AN

_ﬁ_ IN MEMORY REB YISRAEL HoRWITZ 27L
AHUZA 198 RAANANA




v

L4

Torah Bytes %7

N1V 'M7'Nj70 7715N 11271 'S 'WIAY NNIn 12T

Since 1998

RA'ANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL

T'OUNN "NIj7'° N9

- mwnnt
1INV NINIDIE7RYYT NN NANY '7PNNN7YNT7 - ) 17:34 Y[E 18:31 231 P ?
= 27N NN '7NY
NI7NYY7 (e (\ ,>
I M) " ) \
0584810910 i N”0'"7V¥ 72 "NV 21N POTAN N1 NN

?011I'"AN7 NINA NIXA D2 T2 NNY 11X 902 NN :NIRY

'D1IMAR? NIINA' 2NN INRND 01N WY NIINN MY NNY Y naiwn
.(0mw 01 vV DY W22 DN 2T [1IW22 NIINN)

.'NINn' 'y KIN NN 111% we KON

,NNR 10) Nann 22% NNR 'MoNa’ 1w'wa nain T onRIe (TR p'un
(7pw DNk v

NIN) NLIYA NTIVO D12 NPT 722pM0 212'Y 11U 11X DNIR W R
NT D9 22 %2V X L,VUIT2 WY W 12 DAY DT NIZUNE MY + 298%9
(n"w 20 WY

n"w 50 Y DIDD NI 'NAIYN DINn' NNY WD 1A 1and v
2212) N'an 120 TNN 22 112V NIANN MY %W D120 NN v .nann 739
D'2I'AR WY DY NpIPN Yt QDINW AINT2E (1'N 727 1uanw D17
112V N 11030 9YNa 1A% [N 072N 112VY LNNY (AN Nal,0IY
NI NI VN A% DMainn

:0'ND119NN D"ANIN NAT NK XD 1'12TN2 DUD N2 W

NN NIwWAl INTIV02 NIANYN DIIFAR NIINNA NIANY DTR? oin'
D'NIN'I 0MY 17 DAY N8 NINIONE N21T NNRY DY |'RY ,1'VU179
NI'NN?' 1NXIY N2'IY2 DNIT 178N D'Y920K0D 1% NNwnNnw ,0M21 NIIN9NI
.'D'R2T1 27 Nirnn1 0Y79W NN

DK pNO
TIp1N

nenpl proroeal
far 2 [w peae nofi’

?'12T NP2 VINnYY? Nawn ND1IN N7 VAN NIDNX 0'YW] DN :N7RY
1VA) D'MINI,PYNY 127 WY TR NN 112T7 NIw1 DU 13X D'IND :NAIWN
NWI9 NAY) NAWN K'NI11 12 DIYAI,DM197 N2IN0N NAWA IT n1IXnY [Nt
' NP9 2w D1IINNRD O'PIDAN NIXK 12 XIpAl 9011 NIn 190 (‘sp!

.MINNA XY T NIXA D17 T2 'NXN

[N NN NIV MY LIT DYDY NIANNN D'Y] DX DR 0'pOIan 1PN
[AT 1T DIXNY 'R NINAN 12,8072 [ATN 'RY WY NHXND 1T NNY NN
.NIWN NIM'mM o' 721 nn'p? 0'712',010n

1 121NV 1IN DN P NANN T DIXAY 2N] J12'NN 1902 DY7IN
,'P7NY 10T N NNRN' DHIXNY Mol ,NnNn NIwy? 0277 0NN
.7V 17 NRYU AWK DK 12T NXn

:0'NYDL "2 NNNN 12'NN 190 2V 270 ’712'N NNaR’n D2IN

.12 NIA"N 0'I DAY NIXA NN RN P2y nnnn (8

N'NAN NNILA D'WI DN DAl ,N"MWA NNK NI2N2 K7 1990 NHxn My (2
77NV Nwun N1 NIAvYN DIpn 230 ,pny

17901 D2A"NN 1990 ,0'p019N 21T D12 1177021 ,NR70 N2'wRN T Npiznn
N0DIIN N1% NN AR D'WINY 1201 NINpR D110 ,Nwun? .0Mvig
D'WIV GRY NINIPA Y1 01N 190 1INn MIa1 Ne1a' vinw? 1T nawa
.0'WIN 112V N7'9NN 9102 NADI IR

,LMINKR IR ITD N2'0N ND1IN N7 VhnY? N2 NI IWR NWIR DINN
D'l DMDIAY - D21 D'POIA 2V - 1INDY? M Y 0% W'Y NUT? NINX
wnIN 7NN 1121 w19 2w 0'RI0an NX XIPN D19 71 2V R LIT nHXNN
.NNna

.NNY NN 17 1IRN KN TI22 N1 02 NIV RINY NARY Q1D RIN
NINWNY NQ0 DIY 'R INOKX 7¥ NRXIN NN YTI' 122 RINY 'wIY |1 DN
.DTIP N'NY NNY% D'O'MN NN TN RIN TR ,NININN NR

,WINIWNN 1991 211 22w 1010 DXV [N !

???0Tn VIN'RY 17w naponn ot

YIN2 N'NY ,NMIDD'NA D'A'NTAN D'WIN'NNAR TNNA 2'Wa N2 N
Iw9 NON D'WAR YW DY%Y 9¥1 ,"DNI72% D'M7U2 K21 D'NONND KY“Y
NT 72w 0NNl D T 200w 11annl akann - v 13 %Y naipna
???"D'o'n NI7V? Twan”

VIPY ["TU NNRIE.DANNRA- 1721 myp’ anein 28t 293 9w naponn
???7'%1na

2211 DI' 222 wNINNY? 0'212' ,NIRTY YI9NN X7 OK AIRIN K7W 1TN9Y
712071 01'WA IR NIPAY ONN 11NN DAY [MTUL - NIR?921 0101 U
NNY 0119 !0MNN DNATA TPRNNY IN,'D NIRYA IR

o RER
/‘

- (.'.

OIS 0Ol -
11:30'12:30.

n13u7 198 nninw

v\"‘gn 'D—I--]n nJ ,Lljf

TIN'TN OIFD2 NNIN N'7'9N

nw nhwl v
N”0"7¥ "N ‘7NN NN 20N

-7y 0N YAIYNKR 7700 DY RN 0200 72 DINNRD 0)PI0ann TN
.04 HRELYING

?7'2Un RINY 11¥NN 10NN NN ?TN%2 N2 DTN pIoan nn :'an? 1Nl
ITERNIY X7 DTN PI09NN YIN NDI2N N 022NN 72 DK ynww Ty
YNIYNNY UTIW 2IWN 0T NNY% 22N .21IWN1 MIivawn X ni?a ,nain
?0'0'n N7VUn

:D"9IX M1 W17 M

NN 70201 D'TIND DR 2'¥N NINY D2NN WNIWNAK :w1an 0”2%n00n
N27010N INY '972- 1NXUA KIN 72N LTINS ANNR OK 1IXA NTY . Rn DM
.12'2N T NI 119'0NN KNI

TA102 7pWI NMINIYY LN T INWN - DY NTAYA 2Y DM TI RID
ININN DAY NN DR D20 .N1%70N0 DRINY ARN1 17 190110 KN TR LYK
221 7ITa N2 17010 .2TIN DX NP2 NIt LN TN 1AT 722 buna
‘ND1I2'N NIN1IN 222 NN PNW DI KNAITA IX? ,VITUT X na%nn
.NIN'X] IN0NN DI' NN ANYO N'019N

X% DUNW 17010 X' - 0'0'n Nt L"on 1700 ownt RIn 012'on nanl
NINI NNNXIV] NI270NY [N'0 AT D'O'M N7UNY 1710 |2 DN . T'NN- 2NN
117 N190N n2anNnwl Ni%3 .0'on NIunY Xy niwang 210
NY7¥NY 170NNN NYA91 X7 INI270Y IR AT 0NN NN N72U0 WNIWNNY
.D'T'0aN K7 2IL NYYNn '3 .0'TINN

YNIWNKR ['2 7192] 02200 N2'NNA :97XT ATIVIA 270 D21V 901 YN
,w1Tnn owa M'wa o aonl "nwy nirtm? ananl" onn IR TN
212w NWY KINY DNATA TNN .NNRY NN 17 073N INONY NX1 WNIYNN

.NYTNN N2700 71222 021V 22% 0'o' N1 Nt
—_




	Bs”d
	Torah Bytes
	A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz  and the Rabbanim of the Ra’anana Kollel     Vayikra 5784
	17:34
	18:31

	Issue 23
	Shabbat Times

	Minyanim at the kollel
	Shacharis
	7:00   8:15
	Mincha 12:50  17:45
	Maariv 18:16   20:00
	We begin reading the book of Vayikra, the third of the five books of the Torah, this coming Shabbat. This book is also referred to by the Sages as the “Torah of the Kohanim” because it instructs the Kohanim on the various sacrificial offerings the Jewish people were required to bring daily, in the Mishkan and Bet Hamikdash. Many of us find the idea of slaughtering animals to an all powerful Deity as being difficult to comprehend. What “pleasure” would such a G-d receive from the wanton killing of animals? Certainly an all powerful G-d does not need anything from mankind, least of all the killing of innocent creatures who surely do not deserve to die for the cause of religion. The concept of sacrifices is indeed a challenging one to understand, primarily because we do not have the proper set of eyes to see how the offering of sacrifices nourished and sustained the world. Most of us have no problem with the killing of innocent animals  for human consumption, even though we can easily nourish ourselves with a plant based diet, because we see the benefit they provide us. We enjoy eating, and a good steak is one of life’s wonderful pleasures. The fact that a cow, who doesn’t deserve to die merely for our own enjoyment, gave his life for something so mundane does not disturb the carnivorous person in the slightest. Yet when it comes to slaughtering animals for religious purposes, because our Torah, the book that we believe imparts absolute truth, says that the world cannot exist without these sacrifices, we suddenly turn our noses up in skepticism, filled with worry for the wanton killing of the same animal that gives it’s life for our plate! This attitude is a prime example of mistaken values. This is the type of perverse logic that comes when we allow our own human morality to run unchecked, without humbling ourselves to true Torah values. The Torah teaches us that sacrifices are necessary. Offering animals to Hashem, at the right place and time, is an act of kindness and mercy, for they provide the energy that draws us close to Hashem, which allows for the Divine blessings to come down to Earth. Perhaps it is the very fact that we do not understand how it works, and therefore find this type of religious service so difficult, that it evokes such a powerful and beneficial response from Hashem. Hashem sometimes asks us to do something difficult and when we succeed, it is incredibly powerful. We also read this coming Shabbat, Parshat Zachor, the command
	to eradicate the people of Amalek. In the Haftorah, Shmuel HaNavi commands King Shaul to kill the people of Amalek, so as evil would be finally eradicated. Shaul found the task too cruel and difficult to fulfill and although he wiped out most of them, he kept the King and the animals alive. Shmuel rebuked him and told him not to be more righteous than Hashem. If Hashem wanted every member of Amalek destroyed, including the animals, who was Shaul to disagree. As a result of this failure, he lost the kingdom and was stripped of his title. The gemara tells us that this same “merciful” King Shaul went on to kill the Priestly city of Nov, because he thought that they rebelled against him. The medrash says that from here we learn a frightening truth. If a person is merciful where he should be cruel, then he will be cruel where he should be merciful! Shaul should have shown zero mercy to Amalek, for they are evil incarnate! But he should have shown mercy to his own Kohanim, priests. Hashem instructs us when to be cruel and firm, and when to be merciful and forgiving. If we confuse the two, we will end up misguided and we will be cruel to those who we should be kind to, and we will be kind to those who we should be cruel to. We learn from this episode and from the mitzvah of sacrifices, that we are not knowledgeable enough to know when cruelty is called for and when mercy is called for. If the Torah says to bring sacrifices, an apparent act of “cruelty”, then we must be cruel. If the Torah tells us to be merciful, then we must be merciful. The Jewish people are fighting a war against Amalek both in the state of Israel and all over the world. To the evil followers of Amalek we are not allowed to show mercy, for they stand for an evil that cannot be allowed to exist. Thank G-d we have the Torah to govern our values and our humanity. The Torah states that we are fighting a moral war. The Torah is the judge of true morality. The rest of the world, which does not have the Torah to guide them, has clearly lost their moral compass. They are merciful to Amalek, to those that should be shown cruelty, and they are cruel to Am Yisrael, a nation of priests whose only goal is to live in peace and quiet. But just as Hashem turned the tables on Haman the Amelekite, and came to our defense, so we believe it will happen to us today. May we merit to destroy Amelek and all its followers!
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