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There are many fascinating medrashim that bring the story of the
revelation at Mount Sinai to life. When the angels heard that
Hashem wished to give the Torah to the Jewish people, they raised
acry in Heaven!

“Keep the Torah with us!” they said. “Why would you give such a
precious treasure to mankind?” Hashem instructed Moshe to give
them an answer. Moshe went through the Ten Commandments and
showed them how the mitzvot clearly don’t apply to them.
“Honoring your father and mother” cannot apply to angels since
they have no parents. “Taking Hashem’s name in vain” cannot apply
because they don’t take oaths. “Do not kill, do not commit adultery,
do not covet” also cannot apply to angels since they are not
humans.

The angels acceded to Moshe and parted with him as friends. This
medrash is very strange, for Moshe did not rebut them with any
brilliant complex arguments, but merely pointed out quite simply
how the Torah was clearly written for humans and not for celestial
beings. What were the angels thinking when they demanded the
Torah stay with them in Heaven?

The answer is that they felt that since the Torah was the epitome of
truth and straightness, it.-belonged in Heaven, in a realm that was
truthful and straight.  Earth, on the other hand, is a place of
falsehood, deceit, corruption, and vanity. The earth doesn’t deserve
such a precious gift as the Torah.

What Moshe replied to them was precisely the opposite. Because
the Torah is the source of truth and goodness, it was surely created
to act as a beacon of light whose purpose is to illuminate the
darkness of earth. It is not needed in Heaven for Heaven lacks of
nothing!

It is only in this world, which is so full of evil, darkness, confusion
and contradiction, that the Torah could make such an impact on
life!

The angels agreed with Moshe, and as a result, the Torah was given
to the Jewish people as a guide to illuminate themselves, and then
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to spread that light to the rest of the world. By doing so we become
a light unto the nations, a nation of priests, a holy nation among all
nations!

If the world was considered to be topsy turvy in the times of Moshe
Rabbeinu, then what can we say of the ridiculous state of the world
today?

We are living in an age where morality has become so skewed that
what we grew up with as truths are now false and what we knew to
be false is now truth.

We are living in a time when the victim is vilified and the vilian is
applauded. The Jewish people and the State of Israel have always
stood for morality, conscience, right and wrong. We stand as the
nation that values human life above all other values. Yet today, we
are marked as the oppressors and not the oppressed. We are
accused of committing genocide, when we are in fact the victims of
genocide. We are accused of murdering children, when we are the
ones whose children have been murdered. We are living in a time
when right is wrong and wrong is right.

If the Torah was relevant to the Jewish people 3350 years ago when
we were given the Torah in the desert at Sinai to help us navigate
the challenges of this world, then the Torah is 1000 times more
relevant and necessary today!

We are all tired and fed up with this war, not only because of the
terrible loss of life and the injuries that so many of the Jewish
people have had to endure and suffer, but we are fed up with the
hypocrisy and the lies that are spun by the antisemites of the
world. We want to scream out at the absurdity and insanity of the
world we are living in today.

The only way to keep our equilibrium, our calmness, our inner
peace, is to attach ourselves to the Torah. The Torah is the tree of
life that we must grab onto if we are to navigate this world
successfully. Life today for a Jew is like a massive flood. As long as
we cling to a strong tree, we can survive the flood until it passes. If
we let go, we will be swept away.

Cling to the Torah for it is a tree of life!

Rabbi Ariel Abrahams

Rav of Minyan Hakollel Hakehilati

R' Yehuda Halevy asks, why does G-d present Himself in the Ten
Commandments, as "I am Hashem your G-d, who took you out of
Egypt". Surely, the description, 'Who created heaven and earth’,
would have been more fitting? (See lbn Ezra Shmot 20:1)

Another question one may ask, is, why in the first set of the Ten
Commandments, is the reason for Shabbat given as, 'for six days G-d
created heaven and earth, the sea and all therein, and on the
seventh day He rested.'(20:11) Whereas, in the second set, the
reason given is, 'to remember that G-d redeemed us from Egypt'!
(Devarim 5:15) Furthermore, one may ask, why is 'Pesach' referred
to as 'Shabbat' ? (Vayikra 23:15)

Sefer Netivot Shalom ('Pesach' Maamar 1 and 4) suggests that there
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are two levels of belief in G-d. One belief is that He did create the
world, but 'left humanity to its own devices'.

The second belief is that G-d is constantly involved in Man's affairs,
guiding and directing his destiny. Similarly, there are two names for
Shabbat, 'Yom Hashevii' and 'Shabbat'.

Minyanim at the kollel Shacharis 7:00 8:15

Mincha 12:50 17:07 Maariv 17:38 18:00 20:00
'Yom Hashevii' is used repeatedly in Bereishit in connection to the
Creation, and right up until the Exodus.
The name 'Shabbat', on the other hand, does not appear in the
Torah until after Yetziyat Mitzraim, when G-d displayed just to what
degree, He was in fact involved, in human destiny.
'Yom Hashevii' describes G-d in His capacity as Creator of the world;
'Shabbat' describes His constant involvement in Man's affairs.
Perhaps, that is why 'Pesach', when G-d's involvement in world
affairs became apparent, is referred to as 'Shabbat.’
Perhaps, that is also why G-d chose to present Himself in the Ten
Commandments as the 'Redeemer from Mitzrayim' and not as the
'Creator of the World'. The former highlights the fact that not only
did He set the world in motion as it were, but He is constantly
guiding the world with Divine Providence.
Perhaps too, that is one of the reasons why we are required to
mention these dual aspects in the Friday night Kiddush, 'Zeicher
I'yetziyat Mitzrayim' and 'Zeicher LeMa’asei Bereishit'. (See Siddur
R' Yakov Emdin 'Kiddush' P.657)
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