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A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha
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Vayeishev 5784
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In the merit of the safe return of our soldiers and captives

Issue 7

The Parsha opens with the statement that Yaakov dwelled in the
land of his father. Rashi, based on the medrash, understood from
the word “vayeishev” that Yaakov wanted to live in tranquility, at
which time Hashem further challenged him with the tragic selling
of his favorite son Yosef!

Hashem retorts, “Is it not enough the tranquility and joy that
awaits the tzaddikim in the world-to-come, that they seek to
enjoy this world as well?!”

This medrash is very difficult to understand. What is so bad about
allowing the righteous to enjoy this world as well? Indeed, if we
are talking about righteous people, surely the joy that they seek
in this world is not the same joy that the wicked seek out in this
world.

It is safe to assume that Yaakov did not crave a bit of peace and
quiet in order to read novels and newspapers all day. Being the
Talmid Chacham that he was, he surely wanted to live out his final
years in quiet so that he could spend his days and nights studying
Torah! What was wrong with his wish? Didn’t Dovid Hamelech
desire but one thing from Hashem, to sit in the sanctuary of
Hashem all the days of his life? Certainly Yaakov wanted the same
thing!

The answer is that we were placed in this world to overcome
challenges and this mission is meant to accompany us everyday
until our last. Sure Hashem wants us to learn Torah and perform
mitzvot day and night, but He wants us to do them with a degree
of difficulty. The minute life becomes easy, we stop growing.

It is the same of anything in life. We grow physically, emotionally
and spiritually when there is resistance. When there is zero
resistance, a person’s muscles do not develop, his brain does not
develop, and his emotional maturity does not develop.

Take Rabbi Akiva for example. He became the greatest scholar of
his generation. He grew from an ignorant shepherd to becoming a
Torah scholar on a level that excelled in some ways, even that of
Moshe Rabbeinu! Yet Rabbi Akiva lived in abject poverty!

When Rachel was commiserating with him over their plight how
they had no money for even food, Hashem arranged for Eliyahu
Hanavi to come knocking on his door. Eliyahu came disguised as a
poor person who needed some straw. Rabbi Akiva and Rachel
gave him a bit of their bedding and sent him on his way.

This was Hashem’s way of placating them, by showing them that
as poor as they were, there were those even poorer than they!
The question is that if Hashem wanted to alleviate their suffering,
why didn’t He send them a suitcase of money and remove from
them their poverty? Why relieve their pain by showing them
someone who was even poorer than them?

The answer is that, for reason’s we do not comprehend, Hashem
wanted Rabbi Akiva to master Torah in spite of his poverty.

A wealthy Akiva would not have achieved the levels of Torah
knowledge that a poor Akiva could achieve. Hashem, knowing the
soul that lay within, needed Akiva to achieve his Torah success
with poverty. Only through this was he able to become the
legendary Rabbi Akiva!

The inclination that Yaakov suffered from is one that many of us
grapple with too. We live life at such a fast pace when we are
young, that there comes a time when we want to retire, to take it
easy, to slow down. The Torah tells us that we were created to
toil, to constantly work until the day we die. We are not meant to
retire, certainly not from spiritual endeavors. For when it comes
to drawing close to Hashem, one can never afford to say that it is
enough, that he has reached a place in his Jewish life that he now
wishes to sit back and relax!

My Rosh Yeshiva is almost 81 years old. He has an entire staff of
amazing Rabbanim, including many of his own sons, who are
more than able to run his Yeshiva. Yet he never slows down. He
raises the funds, he gives shiur on the most complex topics
multiple times per day. He continues to carry the entire material
and spiritual needs of hundreds of students upon his shoulders! |
continue to be amazed at his energy, vitality and passion to keep
going with joy and enthusiasm.

He is, to me, a living example of what it means to continue
working every day, to continue achieving new spiritual heights,
never resting on his laurels saying that it is time to retire.

It is no coincidence that Vayeshev is always read on chanukah.
The message of Chanukah too, is to never give up and to continue
fighting to serve Hashem, day in and day out. By keeping the
flames of Judaism alive, we are given the power to conquer the
Greeks, and we can also certainly defeat our current enemies,
Hamas and all other evils that threatens us!

Rav Baruch Lipman

The Beit Yosef famously asks: Why celebrate Chanukah for eight
nights when the Chashmonaim seemingly had enough oil for one
day through natural means?

Rav Chaim of Brisk explains that contrary to a mere extension of
oil quantity, the miracle of Chanukah lies in the quality of the oil
itself undergoing a miraculous change that allowed it to last for
eight days. This perspective shifts the commencement of the
miracle to begin on the first day, making it an eight-day miracle.
Beis Shamai and Beis Hillel argue over the method of lighting of
the Chanukah candles. Beis Shamai advocates a diminishing
approach, starting with eight candles on the first night and
decreasing one each subsequent night. Conversely, Beis Hillel
advocates an ascending approach, beginning with one candle and
progressively increasing to eight. The divergence in their views
reflects a deeper philosophical distinction. Rav Shlomo Yosef
Zevin explains that Beis Shamai's position aligns with a focus.on
potential. In the context of the miraculous oil, their approach

_suggests that the potential of the oil diminished each day with the

biggest miracle on the first day when the oil was given the abilityt
to last another eight days and then the miracle got smaller and
smaller. Hence, a symbolic reduction in the number of candles
each night serves as a fitting commemoration of this diminishing
potential. Conversely, Beit Hillel's perspective centers on reality.
They argue that each day the oil continued to burn was a
testament to an increasing miracle. Therefore, adding more
candles each night becomes a celebration of the expanding reality
of the miracle.

This disagreement echoes a broader pattern in the debates
between Beis Shamai and Beis Hillel. Beyond the specifics of
Chanukah, their disputes often reveal a recurring theme: Beis
Shamai tends to emphasize potential, while Beis Hillel focuses on
the present reality. The perspectives of Beis Shamai and Beis Hillel
encourage us to consider the balance between our inherent,
diminishing potential and the reality of our accumulating
achievements in life. While each person is born with endless
potential that may diminish with time, focusing on the reality of
our achievements becomes a powerful lens through which to
embrace the miracles of our individual journeys.
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Connections foundation
We are proud to launch an initiative of sending holiday gifts to neighbors
and friends as a way of bringing unity to our people, by distributing a few
hundred chanukah gift packets, with the prayer that Hashem should see
Am Yisraels efforts at loving one another and bring this war to a speedy
and successful end!

o the light of
Chanukah!
Am Yisrael Chai!
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