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This week we read parshat Va’etchanan and the haftara of
Nachamu. After reliving the destruction of the Temples by
observing the day of Tisha B’av, the lowest day in our history,
we pick ourselves up off of the ground and look for
consolation.

The day of Tisha B’av is truly unique in the sense that until
midday, it is a day of overwhelming mourning, yet after noon
we shift toward consolation and optimism. We pick ourselves
up off of the ground and the sadness of the day begins to
lighten.

It is a day when we cover the spectrum of human emotion
from sadness and despair to hope and longing for a better
tomorrow.

It is no wonder that the parsha of Va’etchanan is always read
now because when reading the parsha, one gets a sense that
the rebuke, the warnings and threats of disobeying Hashem,
are intermingled with tremendous optimism, love and hope.
As the parshaillustrates, the Jewish people live in a perpetual
state of teetering between reward and punishment, between
the anxiety of destruction when we disobey Hashem, versus
the beauty of rebirth when we obey Hashem.

At the end of the parsha, Moshe warns the people “not to be
influenced by the gentile nations when they enter to conquer
the land. Do not forge any pacts or treaties with them for it
would lead their children to stray after the nations and their
abominations. Rather make sure to destroy their altars, their
statues, and their trees of worship. Leave no trace behind, for
you the people of Israel, are a holy nation to Hashem and He
chose you to be his treasured nation from all of the other
nations of the world. Not because you are the most numerous
did He choose you, rather because He loves you and
cherishes the oath He took to your forefathers.”

Moshe is teaching us that the biggest threat to our Judaism,
to our obedience to Hashem, is the desire to be like other
nations, which is why he admonishes us to not make treaties
with them and why we must destroy every trace of their idol
worship. If we strive to forge covenants with them, if we
desire to intermingle with them, we will assimilate and drift
away from Hashem. This is an inevitable consequence that
can only be prevented by remaining separate from them.

&
‘ BEN GOLDSTEIN, DIRECTOR

Did you ever notice something interesting? The bracha of
Shema Koleinu opens with the words "Shema Koleinu" but
closes with "Shomea Tefillah." Why not "Shomea Koleinu"?

The Gemara in Maseches Taanis asks: what is avodah shebalev?
And answers: this is tefillah. Not song. Not conversation.
Avodah. Because standing before Hashem for real takes effort.
You should walk away feeling strengthened by the connection,
but tired from the asking. Because that is what avodah feels like
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Being Jewish places tremendous demands on us.
Comparitavely, every other nation has it so easy. They do not
have to continually check themselves. They can lead relatively
carefree lives, behave decently, keep their seven laws, and
Hashem is happy with them. With us, He gave us 613
commandments. He expects us to live lives of perfection with
stellar character traits and G-dlike behavior. If we stray ever
so slightly, we are admonished and punished with pain and
suffering. Every Tisha B’av we dwell upon the hardships that
have come our way due to our failing to live up to our
covenant with Hashem. This could lead one to ask if Hashem
chose us because He loves us or because He hates us?

We see a stark contrast between the attitude of the people
versus that of Moshe. In last week’s parsha, the people
concluded that it was because Hashem hates us that He chose
us for such hardships. This was the conclusion of the people
after receiving the evil report of the spies.

Moshe rebuts their attitude by telling us at the end of our
parsha that Hashem chose us because He loves us. Not
because we are numerous, not because He hates us and not
because He wants to torment us, rather because He loves us!
These last three weeks we tried to mourn the loss of the Bet
Hamikdash and all of the hardships, pogroms, holocausts and
calamities that we have suffered these past 2000 years of
exile. Although we needed to dwell on these very depressing
things, we cannot allow ourselves to, G-d forbid, draw the
same conclusion that the people at the spies did, namely, that
Hashem has it “in” for us, that He hates us and wishes to
torment us. This is why we already switch to a more consoling
tone after midday, on the day of Tisha B’av itself! We cannot
allow Tisha B’av to be a 24 hour day of mourning. King
Solomon said that there is a time for mourning and a time for
dancing. Although we don’t dance on Tisha B’av afternoon, we
tell ourselves that mourning has a place only up to a point,
midday. After that time we console ourselves and look to
Hashem to redeem us fully.

Where does our sense of optimism come from, after all of the
suffering we have been through? It comes from Moshe’s
message, that Hashem loves us!! We must tell ourselves over
and over, Hashem loves us. The hardships are for our own
good, to allow for a better tomorrow. May we merit to see our
complete consolation today!
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There are moments in life when you daven to Hashem and all
that comes out is sound. Tears. A sigh. Silence. And that is
exactly where you reach the deepest levels of your relationship
with Hashem.
That is why the bracha opens with "Shema Koleinu" and closes
with "Shomea Tefillah." Because Hashem hears everything.
Even what cannot be put into words.
Weekly Challenge: Check this weekhether your tefillos are
making an impression on yourself. May we all be zocheh!
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Question: | recently bought a frying pan but haven't had a
chance to tovel it yet. | heard that you're allowed to use an
untoveled utensil one time before immersing it. Is there any
basis for this?

Answer: This is a common misconception, but it has no
halachic basis—in today's language, it's simply "fake
halachah."

A utensil that requires tevilas keilim must be immersed
before its very first use.

The source of this misunderstanding may be a different
halachah: disposable utensils may be used without tevilah.
Some people mistakenly assume that if a disposable utensil
may be used once without tevilah, then a regular utensil may
also be used once before being toveled.

However, this is not correct. A reusable utensil, such as a
frying pan, must be toveled before its first use.

Question: Following the previous halachah, may | decide
that a utensil which is normally reusable will be
"disposable" for me and use it one time without tevilah?

For example: We are on a trip and bought a new barbecue
grill. There is no mikveh available for tevilas keilim. May we
decide to use the grill grate only once and therefore use it
without tevilah?

Answer: The answer is no. If a utensil is generally made for
repeated use, it requires tevilah before its very first use, even
if you personally intend to use it only once.

However, if there is no mikveh available, there are several
possible solutions:

1. Transfer ownership to a non-Jew. If a non-Jew is available,
you may legally transfer ownership of the utensil to him
(through a valid halachic transaction) and then borrow it
back. Since you are merely borrowing the utensil, it may be
used without tevilah.

WHAT TRULY BELONGS TO ME?
ul RABBI MOSHE ARIEL MARGI

In this week's parshah, Moshe Rabbeinu once again recounts
Matan Torah and repeats the Aseres HaDibros. The final
commandment is: "Lo Sachmod" - Do not covet.

The Ibn Ezra asks a fascinating question: How can the Torah
command a person not to desire something? It would make
sense to prohibit an action, but how can the Torah command
what we are allowed to feel in our hearts?

The Ibn Ezra answers with a beautiful mashal. Imagine a
princess traveling through the kingdom and an elderly, poor
villager sees her. Would he ever dream of marrying her? Of
course not. The idea is so far beyond his reality that it never
enters his mind. In the same way, no one walks around
wishing they had wings.

2. Declare the utensil ownerless. If no non-Jew is available,

one may declare the utensil hefker (ownerless) in the
presence of three people and then use it without intending to
reacquire ownership.

In both of the above cases, if you continue using the utensil
afterward, it should be toveled at the first opportunity—
without a berachah.

3. Render it unusable and repair it. One may significantly
bend or damage the grill grate so that it is no longer fit for
normal use and then fix it. Halachically, this is considered
completing the utensil's manufacture by a Jew, which
exempts it from tevilah. Nevertheless, when possible, it is
proper to tovel it later without a berachah.

4. Use a disposable grill. The disposable barbecue grills
commonly sold in convenience stores do not require tevilah,
since they are genuinely intended for one-time use.

Question: | bought a used gas grill from a Jew who was not
kosher observant, and | have no doubt that non-kosher
food was cooked on it. How can | kasher the grill?

Answer: The parts that require kashering are the grill grates
themselves and, if the grill has one, the upper lid.

Since non-kosher food was cooked directly on the grates,
they require libun chamur (intense heating). Simply turning
the grill on and allowing the grates to get hot is not sufficient
and does not qualify as libun chamur.

The ideal solution is to replace the grates if they are
removable and matching replacements are available.

If replacing them is not possible, there are two ways to
perform libun chamur:

Use a gas torch (blowtorch) and heat every part of the grate
until it becomes red-hot.

Place a generous amount of charcoal directly on the grates
and light it well using lighter fluid or another fire starter. The
intense heat will cause the grates themselves to become red-
hot throughout.

The upper lid may be kashered by simply turning on the grill
with the lid closed and letting it run for approximately 15
minutes.

Finally, it is quite possible that the previous owner never
performed tevilas keilim. Therefore, the grates should also be
toveled in a mikveh for utensils before use.

FOR QUESTIONS () 0584810910

The lbn Ezra teaches us an incredible principle: We only
desire things that we believe are attainable and that we have
already imagined as belonging to us.

But when we truly understand that everything we have is
given to us by Hashem, and that no one can ever take away
what is meant for us—and what is not ours will never become
ours—there is no room left for jealousy or coveting.

It is related that the Alter of Kelm would quote this Ibn Ezra

and say, "I would sharpen the mashal even more—not a
villager looking at a princess, but a princess looking at a
villager."

What could he possibly add to her?

May we merit to live with this perspective—to know that
everything we have is exactly what we need, and everything
we do not have was simply never meant to be ours.
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This week we read parshat Va’etchanan and the haftara of Nachamu.
After reliving the destruction of the Temples by observing the day
of Tisha B’av, the lowest day in our history, we pick ourselves up off
of the ground and look for consolation.

The day of Tisha B’av is truly unique in the sense that until midday,
it is a day of overwhelming mourning, yet after noon we shift toward
consolation and optimism. We pick ourselves up off of the ground
and the sadness of the day begins to lighten.

It is a day when we cover the spectrum of human emotion from
sadness and despair to hope and longing for a better tomorrow.

It is no wonder that the parsha of Va’etchanan is always read now
because when reading the parsha, one gets a sense that the rebuke,
the warnings and threats of disobeying Hashem, are intermingled
with tremendous optimism, love and hope.

As the parsha illustrates, the Jewish people live in a perpetual state
of teetering between reward and punishment, between the anxiety
of destruction when we disobey Hashem, versus the beauty of
rebirth when we obey Hashem.

At the end of the parsha, Moshe warns the people “not to be
influenced by the gentile nations when they enter to conquer the
land. Do not forge any pacts or treaties with them for it would lead
their children to stray after the nations and their abominations.
Rather make sure to destroy their altars, their statues, and their
trees of worship. Leave no trace behind, for you the people of Israel,
are a holy nation to Hashem and He chose you to be his treasured
nation from all of the other nations of the world. Not because you
are the most numerous did He choose you, rather because He loves
you and cherishes the oath He took to your forefathers.”

Moshe is teaching us that the biggest threat to our Judaism, to our
obedience to Hashem, is the desire to be like other nations, which is
why he admonishes us to not make treaties with them and why we
must destroy every trace of their idol worship. If we strive to forge
covenants with them, if we desire to intermingle with them, we will
assimilate and drift away from Hashem. This is an inevitable
consequence that can only be prevented by remaining separate
from them.
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Why does Hashem make it so hard for us? Every other nation has it
so easy. They do not have to continually check themselves. They can
lead relatively carefree lives, behave decently, keep their seven
laws, and Hashem is happy with them. With us, He gave us 613
commandments. He expects us to live lives of perfection with stellar
character traits and G-dlike behavior. If we stray ever so slightly, we
are admonished and punished with pain and suffering. Every Tisha
B’av we dwell upon the hardships that have come our way due to our
failing to live up to our covenant with Hashem. This could lead one
to ask if Hashem chose us because He loves us or because He hates
us?

We see a stark contrast between the attitude of the people versus
that of Moshe. In last week’s parsha, the people concluded that it
was because Hashem hates us that He chose us for such hardships.
This was the conclusion of the people after receiving the evil report
of the spies.

Moshe rebuts their attitude by telling us at the end of our parsha
that Hashem chose us because He loves us. Not because we are
numerous, not because He hates us and not because He wants to
torment us, rather because He loves us!

These last three weeks we tried to mourn the loss of the Bet
Hamikdash and all of the hardships, pogroms, holocausts and
calamities that we have suffered these past 2000 years of exile.
Although we needed to dwell on these very depressing things, we
cannot allow ourselves to, G-d forbid, draw the same conclusion that
the people at the spies did, namely, that Hashem has it “in” for us,
that He hates us and wishes to torment us. This is why we already
switch to a more consoling tone after midday, on the day of Tisha
B’av itselfl We cannot allow Tisha B’av to be a 24 hour day of
mourning. King Solomon said that there is a time for mourning and a
time for dancing. Although we don’t dance on Tisha B’av afternoon,
we tell ourselves that mourning has a place only up to a point,
midday. After that time we console ourselves and look to Hashem to
redeem us fully.

Where does our sense of optimism come from, after all of the
suffering we have been through? It comes from Moshe’s message,
that Hashem loves us!! We must tell ourselves over and over,
Hashem loves us. The hardships are for our own good, to allow for a
better tomorrow. May we merit to see our complete consolation
today!

<f POINT FOR GROWTH | THE DAY MASHIACH
WAS BORN BEN GOLDSTEIN, DIRECTOR

One of the most remarkable midrashim in all of Chazal is found in
the Yerushalmi. A Jewish farmer was plowing his field when
suddenly his cow let out a loud moo. A passing Arab said to him:
"Yid, untie your plow. The Beis Hamikdash of the Jews has been
destroyed."

A few moments later the cow mooed again. The same Arab said: "Yid,
tie your plow back up. The redeemer of the Jews has just been
born." On the very day the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed, Mashiach
was born. When a person falls, fails, or loses something precious, it
is very easy to think the story is over. With Hashem it works exactly
the opposite way. On the day of the greatest destruction, He was
already preparing the geulah.

That is the greatest gift of Tisha B'Av. Knowing that even when we
cannot see any light at all, Hashem is already building the future.
Weekly Challenge: In my opinion this is the hardest avodah of all. In
your most challenging moments, remember that is exactly where
your personal geulah begins.
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