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The fifth aliyah in Parshat Re’eh discusses the obligation to tithe
one’s produce. Although the aliyah is mainly focused on Ma’aser
Sheini, the 10 percent that the farmer takes to Jerusalem to
partake of himself, it is also a general directive to give all of the
various tithes faithfully. If we break down the amounts of the
various tithes, we will find quite a formidable obligation on each
farmer. Before the farmer could even think of enjoying the fruits
of his labor, he must set aside 2 percent as Teruma, to be given
to the Kohein, 10 percent as Ma’aser Rishon, to be given to the
Levi, and 10 percent as Ma’aser Sheini, to be eaten in Jerusalem
with a strict set of rules. This alone comes to 22 percent! Then he
must leave the gifts for the poor, the Leket, Shikchah and Pe’ah,
notwithstanding that every seven years he must leave all of his
fields barren! All in all, around 30 percent of the farmer’s yield
was given away to others!

Today, for most of the Jewish people who are not involved in
agriculture, there is a mitzvah to give 10 percent of one’s income
to needy causes and to poor people!

If this weren’t challenging enough, this week’s parsha gives us all
of the “kosher” laws and the shechita laws which certainly
increases the cost of eating kosher meat and other kosher food
products. Add to this the cost of purchasing mehudar tefillin,
lulav and etrog, the cost of Jewish education, etc., etc. and we
come to the conclusion that it is very costly to live Jewishly!
could Judaism demand such financial

How enormous

commitments from us? | am not aware of any other system of life

or a religion where such financial burdens are placed upon it’s
people!

The reason is that in the Torah’s eyes, life is a test. We were
placed on this earth by Hashem to test us. Every time we pass a
test, we draw closer to Hashem and we become a holier people.
Every time we fail a test, we grow slightly farther apart. The goal
of life is to climb the ladder of spiritual growth as high as we can.
With this point of view, it comes as no surprise that Judaism is so
demanding. It is not only demanding financially, it requires us to
commit our strengths and weaknesses, our time, our minds, our
emotions and our thoughts to Hashem.

Despite the challenges of living a committed life, the Torah
doesn’t want it to be too difficult and so therefore the verse
states, “Aser Ta’aser.” Tithe so that you will become wealthy!
Although the Torah asks almost 30 percent “off the top” from
the farmer’s produce, do not think that this will make him
poorer. The opposite! Giving to others brings a promise from
Hashem that He will receive more wealth, not less.

Rav Levenstein writes that if we take 10 percent of the numerical
value of the word “ma’aser”, then we will see something
amazing. 10 percent of the letter mem (40) is 4, the ayin (70) is 7,
the shin (300) is 30 and the reish (200) is 20. This spells 771n,
your “mazel”! Give ma’aser so that your mazel will be blessed!
Living a Torah life is demanding and requires a healthy dose of
faith, but it pays so many dividends in this world that we need

just open our eyes to see it and be inspired by it’s beauty!
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