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Parshat Vayakheil is a parsha that we are already very familiar
with, since we read about the same details a few weeks ago in
Parshat Teruma and Tetzave. We know that the Torah is not one
to waste words and many halachot are derived even from extra
letters or unnecessary words. Which begs the question, why is the
Torah repeating all of the details of the building of the mishkan
since they were already detailed a few parshiyot ago.

What is the message of this week’s parsha?

| would like to focus on two pessukim in the parsha. The passuk in
chapter 35:21 states how all people who were uplifted in their
hearts and felt a generosity of spirit, came to donate the materials
necessary for the building of the mishkan. Both men and women
alike, came as one to joyously donate of their wealth to building a
sanctuary for Hashem.

The passuk in chapter 36:2 states how Moshe called out to
Betzalel, Ohaliav and all the other wise men, whom Hashem had
bestowed wisdom of heart to, to come forth to craft the mishkan
and its utensils.

The Torah then proceeds to record in great detail, how the
craftsman crafted each item to its exact specification, a feat that
was remarkable, considering the Jewish people had only worked
with bricks and mortar for hundreds of years.

| doubt there were arts and crafts universities in Egypt that were
open to slaves. How did Betzalel, Ohaliav and the other craftsmen
learn the intricacies of carpentry, tapestry making, the fashioning
of gold and silver ornaments, to be able to build such a marvelous
and intricate ediface?

The answer is in the passuk itself, “... all the wise men whom
Hashem had bestowed wisdom of heart to...” It was Hashem that
enlightened Betzalel and the other craftsmen the wisdom to build
and craft the mishkan. This was not a craft that they learned in
schools or online, or by apprenticing with experts.

But how did Hashem choose who to bestow His wisdom upon?
How did He decide who to impart with the task of building the
mishkan? The answer is also in the passuk, “... Hashem bestowed
wisdom of heart to all whose heart was ignited to draw close and
volunteer to build and to do.”

Hashem did not choose anyone! Those who'’s hearts were inspired
and aflame to volunteer to take an active part in building Hashem
a home, were imbued with the wisdom of heart to become the
best craftsmen the world had ever seen!

It is interesting that the Torah describes wisdom as coming from
the heart. | would have thought that wisdom comes from one’s
mind and intellect.

The Torah is telling us that you do not have to be intelligent to
have wisdom. Intelligence is something we are born with. Some
are born with high 1Q’s and some are born with lower 1Q’s.
Wisdom is not a product of how intelligent a person is. Wisdom
comes to those who want, with all of their hearts, to draw close to
Hashem. Hashem helps those who help themselves. Hashem can
grant tremendous wisdom to anyone, no matter what number 1Q
they have. Hashem’s capabilities have no limits. But Hashem wants
to see that we want wisdom and only then will He grant it.

There is a mitzvah upon every single Jew to learn Torah, to learn
Mishna, Gemara, Halacha, etc.

Many Jews start to learn Gemara and they are soon discouraged
because they find it too difficult to grasp. Surely being blessed
with a high intelligence and a sharp mind is a gift and can certainly
make one’s ability to grasp the gemara easier, but by no means it
is a prerequisite to learning Torah. The Torah teaches us that
wisdom is an issue of mind over matter. If a Jew wants wisdom
badly enough, Hashem will grant it. If a person desperately wants
to learn Torah, Hashem will give him the Divine assistance needed
to succeed in his Torah studies.

No person should ever give up saying he wasn’t blessed with a
keen head. If a person can succeed in business or in any other
profession, then he certainly has the capabilities of channeling his
head for Torah. It is just a matter of want!

There are plenty of successful doctors and caregivers who didn’t
have the brains to acquire the vast amount of knowledge
necessary for their careers, but because they wanted it badly
enough, they put their heart and soul into the matter and they
succeeded.

If we put our heart and soul into learning Torah and into the
pursuit of drawing close to Hashem, then we, like Betzalel, will
receive the Heavenly assistance we need to build our own
Mishkan, thereby bringing Hashem into our lives!
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