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This week’s parsha discusses, at length, the various garments that
the Kohanim and Kohen Gadol wore. It should not come as
strange that the Torah places such a major emphasis on clothing,
for clothing are the adornment of mankind. They are what set us
apart from the rest of the animal kingdom.

The Western world also places importance on clothing. Some
professions require a specific type of clothing. A doctor, for
example, wears a white coat, which in turn, let’s people know that
he is a doctor who can be relied upon to give proper medical care.
The choice of clothing a person wears is meant to convey a
message to the one wearing the clothing, and to others around
him.

For example, if a businessman has an important meeting to attend
and he is looking to make a serious impression, then he will
probably choose to dress in a suit and tie, and not in jeans and a
tee-shirt.

If the clothes honor the man and are meant to bring out certain
traits and behaviors, as the gemara states, then it would behoove
us to examine the clothing that the Torah has instructed the
Kohanim to wear and see how we can apply its messages to our
lives. The first of the garments that the Torah describes is the
Ephod, the apron that is worn around the waist of the Kohen
Gadol from behind. The medrash explains that the Ephod
represents man’s requirement to gird himself from succumbing to
the lures of Avodah Zara, idolatry.

The next garment that is described is the Choshen, the breastplate
of the Kohen Gadol. Within the folds of the breastplate was a
parchment that contained the full name of Hashem, a name that
we are not on the spiritual level to utter today. The Choshen
teaches us that we need to bring Hashem into our hearts.

It is not enough to just steer away from evil such as idolatry, but we
must also think holy thoughts, thoughts of Hashem.

These are the two biggest challenges for a Jew. To filter our minds
so as the evil and perverted beliefs of the gentile world do not
penetrate our minds, hearts and homes as well. And to then fill our
minds and hearts with the correct beliefs of Hashem and His Torah.
The next garment is the Me’il, the beautiful full length coat, made
entirely from blue wool which was adorned with bells at its hem.
This garment teaches us not to speak lashon hora, evil slander,
against each other. The color blue is symbolic of the heavens,
Hashem’s throne, and overall purity. When one looks at another
Jew with “blue” eyes, with pure eyes, he is incapable of speaking
negatively about him. It is only when we focus on the negative that
we are inclined to speak badly about one another.

The holy Tzitz, head plate containing the words “Kodesh L’'Hashem”
was worn at all times by the Kohen Gadol to remind us that we
must keep our minds focused on serving Hashem 24 hours a day.
When we read this parsha on Shabbat, and we imagine the
beautiful clothing of the Kohanim, let’s realize that the Torah is
sending us a message as to how we must behave toward ourselves
and each other. We must strive to be worthy of these clothing. We
must strive for purity of mind, purity of heart, to see only the good
in others, and to not be drawn into speaking badly about each
other.

Since October 7th, the Jewish people have been more unified, have
had more purity of heart, mind and soul as they have had as far
back as can be remembered. With elections coming up, and with it,
the enticement to debate, to bicker, to insult and to negate, let’s
not forget our holy clothing! Remember to always take them with
us, for we need those clothing now more than ever!
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