RCK

Since 1998

RA'ANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL Shabbat Times

In memory of Eliyahu ben Yeshayahuz’l || 1931 [&8120:34

Bs"d

Torah Bytes

A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz
and the Rabbanim of the Ra’anana Kollel

Korach 5784

Issue 40

W

This week’s parsha tells of the infamous rebellion that Korach
waged against Moshe’s and Aharon’s leadership. The Torah
states how Korach gathered a group of people to back his
rebellion, the likes of which included Datan, Aviram, and 250
men of stature, mostly from the tribe of Reuven.

Rashi tells us, based on the Torah’s narrative, that Korach chose
to rebel because he desired the power of Aharon HaKohen and
he desired being leader of his family. He was not chosen for
either and he therefore he arose to challenge Moshe’s authority.
It is clear to us why Korach rebelled, for he desired power and
prestige. We can also understand why Datan and Aviram joined
Korach, for they never missed an opportunity to irritate Moshe,
which started already when they were slaves in Egypt.

But what was the story behind the 250 men from the tribe of
Reuven? What did they have to gain by joining Korach’s rebellion
against Moshe? Surely Korach was not offering them any
prestigious role in the grand scheme of things, so why did they
join Korach’s cause?

The answer, our sages tell us, is that they were attracted to
leitzanut, a taste of mockery! The 250 men had absolutely
nothing to gain by challenging Moshe’s leadership. No matter
who won the debate, the lives of these Jews would not change
as a result. This is the foundation of mockery! The gemara tells
us that the trait of leitzanut, mockery, is one of the worst a Jew
can possess, for there is nothing constructive about it
whatsoever. It is the act of tearing down for the sake of tearing
down.

The first example of mockery we find in the Torah is when
Hashem fashioned Yitzchak’s face to look like that of his father
Avraham’s. The scoffers spread stories that Sara must have
become impregnated by Avimelech and not by Avraham. To
counter this, Hashem made them look identical. The Torah calls
their attitude one of scoffing because they gained nothing by
making this accusation. It’s not like by claiming that Sarah was
impregnated by Avimelech, they were able to detract from the
miracle, for the main miracle was that Sarah at age 90 gave birth
to a child! In no way was that miracle diminished by their
allegations. Herein lies the evil of mockery. To make light of, to
make fun of, all for the sake of fun and games, for the sake of
cheap thrills and momentary laughs.

Machloket, discord, arguments, debates and political intrigue
make for exciting times. Without all of these things, life would
be tranquil, and tranquility is boring! Moshe stood for stability
and truth. He was a no nonsense leader who preached the
seriousness of life and the seriousness of Torah and mitzvot.
Along comes a charismatic figure, a wealthy and powerful man,
by the name of Korach, and he brings a bit of excitement with
conspiracy theories and a promise of action.

A highlight of the presidential election in the USA is always the
presidential debates between the two candidates. It was sad to
see this year’s debate fizzle into nothingness, due to the fact
that one candidate was too feeble and of cognitive decline to be
taken seriously and the other a flamboyant exhibitionist who is
also not taken seriously.

Korach offered the people an exciting presidential debate, the
likes of which had never been seen in the history of mankind!
Korach preached the philosophy that “new” means “improved”.
Moshe was “last year’s headlines”. It is no wonder he was able
to attract so many followers, not because they stood to gain
anything, but because Korach was exciting and new. He stirred
up what was otherwise a “sleepy” town.

Unfortunately, machloket will always be the more attractive
route to take and tranquility and routine the less attractive one.
Whether we are loyalists to Moshe’s truth or to Korach’s
rebellion boils down to one thing. We need to ask ourselves why
we are alive. Are we alive to seek thrills, to have fun and
excitement? If that is our purpose, then Korach is definitely the
way to go.
Hashem in the most authentic way possible, then we must follow
Moshe and the Torah that he was given by Hashem.

Since Raanana’s earliest beginnings, its residents have merited
to live a relatively tranquil life where both religious and secular
Jews thrived with respectful and peaceful co-existence. Along
came a group of restless Jews who were not satisfied leaving

If we decide that the purpose of life is to serve

well enough alone. They needed to stir excitement, and there is
no better way to do that then to create a Korach style
machloket, a bitter dispute, placing the religious and secular at
odds with each other. We pray that this machloket should end
quickly, and that all of Raanana’s residents should come to
realize the beauty of Shabbat and Torah, cherishing the
wonderful atmosphere that Raanana has always been known for.
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	This week’s parsha tells of the infamous rebellion that Korach waged against Moshe’s and Aharon’s leadership. The Torah states how Korach gathered a group of people to back his rebellion, the likes of which included Datan, Aviram, and 250 men of stature, mostly from the tribe of Reuven. Rashi tells us, based on the Torah’s narrative, that Korach chose to rebel because he desired the power of Aharon HaKohen and he desired being leader of his family. He was not chosen for either and he therefore he arose to challenge Moshe’s authority. It is clear to us why Korach rebelled, for he desired power and prestige. We can also understand why Datan and Aviram joined Korach, for they never missed an opportunity to irritate Moshe, which started already when they were slaves in Egypt. But what was the story behind the 250 men from the tribe of Reuven? What did they have to gain by joining Korach’s rebellion against Moshe? Surely Korach was not offering them any prestigious role in the grand scheme of things, so why did they join Korach’s cause? The answer, our sages tell us, is that they were attracted to  leitzanut, a taste of mockery! The 250 men had absolutely nothing to gain by challenging Moshe’s leadership. No matter who won the debate, the lives of these Jews would not change as a result. This is the foundation of mockery! The gemara tells us that the trait of leitzanut, mockery, is one of the worst a Jew can possess, for there is nothing constructive about it whatsoever. It is the act of tearing down for the sake of tearing down. The first example of mockery we find in the Torah is when Hashem fashioned Yitzchak’s face to look like that of his father Avraham’s. The scoffers spread stories that Sara must have become impregnated by Avimelech and not by Avraham. To counter this, Hashem made them look identical. The Torah calls their attitude one of scoffing because they gained nothing by making this accusation. It’s not like by claiming that Sarah was impregnated by Avimelech, they were able to detract from the miracle, for the main miracle was that Sarah at age 90 gave birth to a child! In no way was that miracle diminished by their allegations. Herein lies the evil of mockery. To make light of, to make fun of, all for the sake of fun and games, for the sake of cheap thrills and momentary laughs.
	Machloket, discord, arguments, debates and political intrigue make for exciting times. Without all of these things, life would be tranquil, and tranquility is boring! Moshe stood for stability and truth. He was a no nonsense leader who preached the seriousness of life and the seriousness of Torah and mitzvot. Along comes a charismatic figure, a wealthy and powerful man, by the name of Korach, and he brings a bit of excitement with conspiracy theories and a promise of action.  A highlight of the presidential election in the USA is always the presidential debates between the two candidates. It was sad to see this year’s debate fizzle into nothingness, due to the fact that one candidate was too feeble and of cognitive decline to be taken seriously and the other a flamboyant exhibitionist who is also not taken seriously.  Korach offered the people an exciting presidential debate, the likes of which had never been seen in the history of mankind! Korach preached the philosophy that “new” means “improved”. Moshe was “last year’s headlines”. It is no wonder he was able to attract so many followers, not because they stood to gain anything, but because Korach was exciting and new. He stirred up what was otherwise a “sleepy” town. Unfortunately, machloket will always be the more attractive route to take and tranquility and routine the less attractive one. Whether we are loyalists to Moshe’s truth or to Korach’s rebellion boils down to one thing. We need to ask ourselves why we are alive. Are we alive to seek thrills, to have fun and excitement? If that is our purpose, then Korach is definitely the way to go. If we decide that the purpose of life is to serve Hashem in the most authentic way possible, then we must follow Moshe and the Torah that he was given by Hashem. Since Raanana’s earliest beginnings, its residents have merited to live a relatively tranquil life where both religious and secular Jews thrived with respectful and peaceful co-existence. Along came a group of restless Jews who were not satisfied leaving well enough alone. They needed to stir excitement, and there is no better way to do that then to create a Korach style machloket, a bitter dispute, placing the religious and secular at odds with each other. We pray that this machloket should end quickly, and that all of Raanana’s residents should come to realize the beauty of Shabbat and Torah, cherishing the wonderful atmosphere that Raanana has always been known for.
	Mazal Tov to the over 100 people who finished Bava Metziah with Daf Yomi!
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