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The parsha of Pinchas picks up the story where it left off at the
end of last week’s parsha. The Jewish people were enticed by the
daughters of Moav & Midyan to commit acts of idolatry and
immorality. The tragic sequence of events that led to the deaths of
180,000 men, came to a head when the prince of the tribe of
Shimon, Zimri, “married” the princess of Midyan, Kozbi, in front of
Moshe and the Jewish people. Pinchas was infuriated over this
tremendous desecration of Hashem’s name and he promptly
avenged Hashem’s honor by killing both Zimri and Kozbi together
in a spectacular act of retribution. As a result, Hashem’s anger was
assuaged and the plague stopped.

This week’s parsha opens with Hashem bestowing tremendous
reward to Pinchas. Hashem gave him the covenant of the Kehuna
and the covenant of peace.

The Gemara in Sotah 22b tells a story where King Yanai, on his
deathbed, told his wife, “Don’t be fearful of the Perushim, for they
are righteous and will not harm you. Don’t be fearful of the wicked
for they are my friends and will not harm you. Rather be afraid of
the "tzevu’im”, hypocrites, who commit acts like Zimri and request
the reward of Pinchas.”

This is a strange phrase! Why would someone who commits a
terrible act like the one that Zimri did, expect to be rewarded as if
he did a righteous act like Pinchas?!

The Brisker Rav explains that the “tzevu’im” are not wicked people
who pretend to be righteous, rather they are a third category
altogether! They represent a sort of compromise between the
righteous and the wicked, a middle path so to speak.

Zimri’s behavior was prompted as a way of bridging between good
and evil and therefore, not only did he not realize he was
deserving of punishment, he even thought that what he was doing
was admirable and deserving of reward!

What was Zimri trying to accomplish? The medrash states that
Zimri was 250 years old when he slept with the midyanite princess
Kozbi! To say that he was governed by lust at the age of 250 years
old would be ridiculous. Rather, Zimri made a seemingly admirable
calculation. He saw that the Moabite girls were enticing the Jewish
men to come to their camps to commit sin. Once they had the men
on their home turf, they would entice the men to worship their
idols before agreeing to perform immoral acts with them.
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men and women

Zimri saw that the Jews were being enticed to commit two of the
cardinal sins! He decided that if the men would bring the women
back to their own camp to commit these immoral acts, at least he
would save them from committing idolatry, since the women
would not bring their idols with them to the Jewish camp. He was
convinced that “endorsing” the Jewish men to commit immorality
in their own home camp was a “mitzvah”, for at the very least, he
would save them from the additional sin of idolatry. Therefore,
despite his old age, he brought Kozbi into his home and slept with
her, to set an example to the others.
From this perspective, it seems that Zimri’s intents were admirable
and righteous, so why was he punished so harshly?! The answer is
that it is not up to us to make compromises on the Torah’s behalf!
Encouraging immorality for the sake of preventing idolatry is, in
and of itself, a perversion of the Torah and we do not have the
right to pervert the Torah!
Had Zimri not compromised the Torah, the fact that they would
perhaps have continued to commit idolatry, along with their
immorality, is Hashem’s problem and not Zimri’s. It is our job to
follow and transmit the Torah in a pure and unadulterated way.
Although we are not faced with decisions of this magnitude on a
regular basis, we are confronted by this challenge many times
throughout our lives. When to stand firm and when to yield, when
to stick to the rules and when to bend them ever so slightly?
My Rebbe was once presented with a question involving “kiruv”,
Jewish outreach. A group of young adults were visiting Israel
during the “three weeks” and my friend wanted to arrange a
kumzits, a mystical musical gathering on the rooftops of the Old
City in Jerusalem as a way of imbuing them with true Torah spirit,
in the hopes of awakening their Jewish souls. We know that
halacha does not allow us to play or listen to music during the
three weeks, but he asked if he is allowed to bend the rules “just
once” for the sake of outreach. My Rebbe answered that no, we
do not compromise the halacha in order to inspire and do
outreach. The Torah is not ours to compromise on. We must try to
reach out to our fellow Jews and inspire them to Torah but we
must find a way to do so without adulterating the Torah. Whether
we are successful or not is entirely in Hashem’s hand. It is He who
will crown our efforts with success; it is not ours to guarantee.
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	The parsha of Pinchas picks up the story where it left off at the end of last week’s parsha. The Jewish people were enticed by the daughters of Moav & Midyan to commit acts of idolatry and immorality. The tragic sequence of events that led to the deaths of 180,000 men, came to a head when the prince of the tribe of Shimon, Zimri, “married” the princess of Midyan, Kozbi, in front of Moshe and the Jewish people. Pinchas was infuriated over this tremendous desecration of Hashem’s name and he promptly avenged Hashem’s honor by killing both Zimri and Kozbi together in a spectacular act of retribution. As a result, Hashem’s anger was assuaged and the plague stopped. This week’s parsha opens with Hashem bestowing tremendous reward to Pinchas. Hashem gave him the covenant of the Kehuna and the covenant of peace. The Gemara in Sotah 22b tells a story where King Yanai, on his deathbed, told his wife, “Don’t be fearful of the Perushim, for they are righteous and will not harm you. Don’t be fearful of the wicked for they are my friends and will not harm you. Rather be afraid of the ”tzevu’im”, hypocrites, who commit acts like Zimri and request the reward of Pinchas.” This is a strange phrase! Why would someone who commits a terrible act like the one that Zimri did, expect to be rewarded as if he did a righteous act like Pinchas?! The Brisker Rav explains that the “tzevu’im” are not wicked people who pretend to be righteous, rather they are a third category altogether! They represent a sort of compromise between the righteous and the wicked, a middle path so to speak. Zimri’s behavior was prompted as a way of bridging between good and evil and therefore, not only did he not realize he was deserving of punishment, he even thought that what he was doing was admirable and deserving of reward! What was Zimri trying to accomplish? The medrash states that Zimri was 250 years old when he slept with the midyanite princess Kozbi! To say that he was governed by lust at the age of 250 years old would be ridiculous. Rather, Zimri made a seemingly admirable calculation. He saw that the Moabite girls were enticing the Jewish men to come to their camps to commit sin. Once they had the men on their home turf, they would entice the men to worship their idols before agreeing to perform immoral acts with them.
	Zimri saw that the Jews were being enticed to commit two of the cardinal sins! He decided that if the men would bring the women back to their own  camp to commit these immoral acts, at least he would save them from committing idolatry, since the women would not bring their idols with them to the Jewish camp. He was convinced that “endorsing” the Jewish men to commit immorality in their own home camp was a “mitzvah”, for at the very least, he would save them from the additional sin of idolatry. Therefore, despite his old age, he brought Kozbi into his home and slept with her, to set an example to the others. From this perspective, it seems that Zimri’s intents were admirable and righteous, so why was he punished so harshly?! The answer is that it is not up to us to make compromises on the Torah’s behalf! Encouraging immorality for the sake of preventing idolatry is, in and of itself, a perversion of the Torah and we do  not have the right to pervert the Torah! Had Zimri not compromised the Torah, the fact that they would perhaps have continued to commit idolatry, along with their immorality, is Hashem’s problem and not Zimri’s. It is our job to follow and transmit the Torah in a pure and unadulterated way. Although we are not faced with decisions of this magnitude on a regular basis, we are confronted by this challenge many times throughout our lives. When to stand firm and when to yield, when to stick to the rules and when to bend them ever so slightly? My Rebbe was once presented with a question involving “kiruv”, Jewish outreach. A group of young adults were visiting Israel during the “three weeks” and my friend wanted to arrange a kumzits, a mystical musical gathering on the rooftops of the Old City in Jerusalem as a way of imbuing them with true Torah spirit, in the hopes of awakening their Jewish souls. We know that halacha does not allow us to play or listen to music during the three weeks, but he asked if he is allowed to bend the rules “just once” for the sake of outreach. My Rebbe answered that no, we do not compromise the halacha in order to inspire and do outreach. The Torah is not ours to compromise on. We must try to reach out to our fellow Jews and inspire them to Torah but we must find a way to do so without adulterating the Torah. Whether we are successful or not is entirely in Hashem’s hand. It is He who will crown our efforts with success; it is not ours to guarantee.



