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A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz
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Parshat Va’etchanan opens with the words, “And | beseeched
Hashem on that day saying, ‘Please let me enter the land of
Israel...”.”

Rashi explains that Moshe’s choice of words indicates that he
was asking Hashem for “chanun”, for a “free gift.” And even
though Moshe could have “demanded” from Hashem this
concession based on all the years of service that he gave Hashem
and the Jewish people, nevertheless, he asked Hashem as one
asking for a free handout. Rashi comments that this is the way of
all tzaddikim. They never make demands of Hashem even though
one would think that if anyone could demand from Hashem, it
would be the tzaddikim. Rather they beseech Hashem and make
requests as if they don’t deserve them. The question is why?
Why do tzaddikim not ask Hashem for what is rightfully theirs?
Why must every request be like asking for a favor?

Rav Galinksy answers this with a Gemara pertaining to Tu B’av,
one of the happiest days of the Jewish calendar. This was the day
that the boys and the girls who were not yet married would
gather and find their shidduch. The gemara says that those who
were pretty would extol the other to look at beauty. Those that
were wealthy would press their wealth to their advantage. Those
that had Yichus who were from a distinguished family, would
press their lineage as an attraction. Those who had neither
beauty, wealth nor lineage would tell the boys to choose them
“for the sake of Heaven, provided they shower them with gold!”
The attitude of these girls is strange, for if they have none of the
qualities that a boy would usually look for in a bride, and they
would “only” be marrying for the sake of Heaven, how can these
girls have the audacity to ask for gold?

Rav Galinsky answers with a beautiful insight! The girls who had
wealth relied on their wealth. Those who had beauty relied on
their beauty. Those who came from important families relied on
their lineage. None of these girls felt the “need” to rely on
Hashem!! They were “mesudar”, they were “guaranteed.”

Only those who possessed none of these things needed to rely
on Hashem, as they said, “Marry for the sake of Hashem!” And
once a person is relying on Hashem, the master of the world, why
sell yourself short? Ask for gold, for an open check, as well!
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This is the reason why the tzaddikim ask Hashem for “favors” and
not for what is theirs by right.

For what is rightfully theirs is by definition limited and finite. We
have no way of knowing if what we truly deserve by right. Even
those who are privileged to perform many mitzvot, also commit
transgressions. As the Torah says, “there is no human on earth
who does only good but never sins.”

This is why even tzaddikim do not demand their rights from
Hashem, for who knows how far those rights will truly reach. But
when we ask Hashem for a free handout, then Hashem’s
generosity knows no bounds!

We are living in very precarious times now. With Iran and
Hezbullah constantly threatening to destroy us, we have no
choice but to daven and cry out to Hashem. We certainly can lay
a claim to Hashem that He “must” save and protect us. We can
demand this because, despite all of our failings, we are the best
that Hashem has.

No other nation represents Hashem’s values and presence in this
world more than we do. Without the Jewish people, Hashem
would be a King without a Kingdom. Hashem “needs” us to live
and prosper so that we may serve Him.

However, if we approach Hashem with this attitude, the attitude
of “magiya li”, | deserve, then Hashem’s response will be exactly
tailored to what we truly deserve and don’t deserve.

We do not know what level of salvation or protection this would
provide.

So let’s act like the women in the gemara who had neither
beauty, wealth or lineage. Let’s rely on Hashem and Hashem
alone, to bring about our salvation. Let’s ask Hashem to save us,
not because we deserve it, but because He is all merciful and we
want a free handout!

If we ask Hashem to save us, not because we deserve it, but
because we don’t deserve it, as a free gift, then Hashem'’s
salvation can be limitless!

We need unlimited salvation now! We need Moshiach now! We
need the Beit Hamikdash now!

May our cries and beseeching reach Hashem’s inner throne room
and may we see the wonders of Hashem today!
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	Parshat Va’etchanan opens with the words, “And I beseeched Hashem on that day saying, ‘Please let me enter the land of Israel...’.” Rashi explains that Moshe’s choice of words indicates that he was asking Hashem for “chanun”, for a “free gift.” And even though Moshe could have “demanded” from Hashem this concession based on all the years of service that he gave Hashem and the Jewish people, nevertheless, he asked Hashem as one asking for a free handout. Rashi comments that this is the way of all tzaddikim. They never make demands of Hashem even though one would think that if anyone could demand from Hashem, it would be the tzaddikim. Rather they beseech Hashem and make requests as if they don’t deserve them. The question is why? Why do tzaddikim not ask Hashem for what is rightfully theirs? Why must every request be like asking for a favor?  Rav Galinksy answers this with a Gemara pertaining to Tu B’av, one of the happiest days of the Jewish calendar. This was the day that the boys and the girls who were not yet married would gather and find their shidduch. The gemara says that those who were pretty would extol the other to look at beauty. Those that were wealthy would press their wealth to their advantage. Those that had Yichus who were from a distinguished family, would press their lineage as an attraction. Those who had neither beauty, wealth nor lineage would tell the boys to choose them “for the sake of Heaven, provided they shower them with gold!” The attitude of these girls is strange, for if they have none of the qualities that a boy would usually look for in a bride, and they would “only” be marrying for the sake of Heaven, how can these girls have the audacity to ask for gold? Rav Galinsky answers with a beautiful insight! The girls who had wealth relied on their wealth. Those who had beauty relied on their beauty. Those who came from important families relied on their lineage. None of these girls felt the “need” to rely on Hashem!! They were “mesudar”, they were “guaranteed.” Only those who possessed none of these things needed to rely on Hashem, as they said, “Marry for the sake of Hashem!” And once a person is relying on Hashem, the master of the world, why sell yourself short? Ask for gold, for an open check, as well!
	This is the reason why the tzaddikim ask Hashem for “favors” and not for what is theirs by right. For what is rightfully theirs is by definition limited and finite. We have no way of knowing if what we truly deserve by right. Even those who are privileged to perform many mitzvot, also commit transgressions. As the Torah says, “there is no human on earth who does only good but never sins.” This is why even tzaddikim do not demand their rights from Hashem, for who knows how far those rights will truly reach. But when we ask Hashem for a free handout, then Hashem’s generosity knows no bounds! We are living in very precarious times now. With Iran and Hezbullah constantly threatening to destroy us, we have no choice but to daven and cry out to Hashem. We certainly can lay a claim to Hashem that He “must” save and protect us. We can demand this because, despite all of our failings, we are the best that Hashem has. No other nation represents Hashem’s values and presence in this world more than we do. Without the Jewish people, Hashem would be a King without a Kingdom. Hashem “needs” us to live and prosper so that we may serve Him. However, if we approach Hashem with this attitude, the attitude of “magiya li”, I deserve, then Hashem’s response will be exactly tailored to what we truly deserve and don’t deserve.  We do not know what level of salvation or protection this would provide.  So let’s act like the women in the gemara who had neither beauty, wealth or lineage. Let’s rely on Hashem and Hashem alone, to bring about our salvation. Let’s ask Hashem to save us, not because we deserve it, but because He is all merciful and we want a free handout! If we ask Hashem to save us, not because we deserve it, but because we don’t deserve it, as a free gift, then Hashem’s salvation can be limitless! We need unlimited salvation now! We need Moshiach now! We need the Beit Hamikdash now!  May our cries and beseeching reach Hashem’s inner throne room and may we see the wonders of Hashem today!
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