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As i write these words, it is Monday evening in Israel where it
is dark and rainy, Baruch Hashem, while at the same time, it is
also dark in the United States although it is mid afternoon
there. For there is an unbelievable total solar eclipse
happening right now throughout much of the United States!
The Gemara in Sukkah 29a describes an eclipse as a bad
omen. A solar eclipse is a bad omen for the gentile nations
and a lunar eclipse is, G-d forbid, a bad sign for the Jewish
people. This is because the gentile world follows the s
calendar and the Jewish people follow the lunar calenda
The commentators on the Talmud write how this ge
been ridiculed by the mockers and scoffers of
freethinking gentile and Jewish world! How can a
considered to be a bad sign sent from Heaven
when science has known for centuries that
merely the moon passing between the earth an
a phenomenon that is built into our solar
astrologers are able to predict with utmost certain
the next eclipse will be, from where it will be seen, for
long, etc. Surely something as scientific and natural as an
eclipse cannot be a sign from Heaven!

The Aruch L’Ner, a prominent commentary on the gemara,
explains that while it is true that we can measure when an
eclipse will take place, it does not undermine the fact that
Hashem planned it this way in order to send a message to the
world.

Similarly, the Torah in Breishit tells us that Hashem sends the
world a rainbow to remind Him and us of the covenant He
made to never destroy the world again. Today, we know that
a rainbow is merely a refraction of light as it shines through
the water, the water acting as a prism, dividing the light into
its various colors. The spherical shape of the water droplets is
what gives the rainbow its semi-circular shape. Here too,
many have derided the Torah for its seemingly archaic
wisdom. The Aruch L'ner explains that the fact that modern
science can explain the origins of a rainbow does not
invalidate the message that the rainbow is meant to relay.
Hashem, after the flood, built into nature, the wonder of the

rainbow, to remind Him and us, from time to time, that He will
remain loyal and faithful to us forever, even when it is wet and
stormy outside. The rainbow usually comes out just after the
storm, as a way for Hashem to tell us that although life can get
stormy and frightening at times, He leaves His mark to
reassure us that He is working behind the scenes and has His
loving eye on us always.

Hashem created a universe where there will be solar eclipses

ell us that a solar eclipse is Hashem’s way of telling
t He is displeased with them. | believe that the
clipse is being witnessed right now by hundreds
eople in America on the one hand, while on the
ne in Israel saw the eclipse, is both a message
orld and a message to us in Israel.

ng the western world that He is displeased with
ve abandoned Israel in its time of need. The
ple and the land of Israel is a light onto the nations.
ght of the entire western world is nourished from the
light that is generated by Israel and its people. Hashem has
turned off the light to hundreds of millions of Americans to tell
them that they have lost their way and are supporting the side
of darkness and not the side of light!

The fact that we, in Israel, are not able to see the eclipse, is
also a message. The late spring rains are a message. Hashem is
telling us that while the western world is shrouded in the
darkness of confusion, we, the Jewish people, are enjoying the
rains of blessing, the rains that come directly from Hashem’s
innermost chambers.

Although it is night time and we cannot see a rainbow,
Hashem is telling us loud and clear that He has our back, He is
in our corner, and although we may have lost the friendship of
the western world, we will never lose Hashem’s friendship.

It is now the month of Nissan and we pray that just like
Hashem performed miracles for us in Egypt and led us out into
complete salvation, so will He perform miracles for us today
and bring us complete salvation with all Jews safely returned
to our homeland!
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	As i write these words, it is Monday evening in Israel where it is dark and rainy, Baruch Hashem, while at the same time, it is also dark in the United States although it is mid afternoon there. For there is an unbelievable total solar eclipse happening right now throughout much of the United States! The Gemara in Sukkah 29a describes an eclipse as a bad omen. A solar eclipse is a bad omen for the gentile nations and a lunar eclipse is, G-d forbid, a bad sign for the Jewish people. This is because the gentile world follows the solar calendar and the Jewish people follow the lunar calendar. The commentators on the Talmud write how this gemara has been ridiculed by the mockers and scoffers of both the freethinking gentile and Jewish world! How can an eclipse be considered to be a bad sign sent from Heaven as a message, when science has known for centuries that an eclipse is merely the moon passing between the earth and the sun. It is a phenomenon that is built into our solar system and astrologers are able to predict with utmost certainty, when the next eclipse will be, from where it will be seen, for how long, etc. Surely something as scientific and natural as an eclipse cannot be a sign from Heaven! The Aruch L’Ner, a prominent commentary on the gemara, explains that while it is true that we can measure when an eclipse will take place, it does not undermine the fact that Hashem planned it this way in order to send a message to the world. Similarly, the Torah in Breishit tells us that Hashem sends the world a rainbow to remind Him and us of the covenant He made to never destroy the world again. Today, we know that a rainbow is merely a refraction of light as it shines through the water, the water acting as a prism, dividing the light into its various colors. The spherical shape of the water droplets is what gives the rainbow its semi-circular shape. Here too, many have derided the Torah for its seemingly archaic wisdom. The Aruch L’ner explains that the fact that modern science can explain the origins of a rainbow does not invalidate the message that the rainbow is meant to relay. Hashem, after the flood, built into nature, the wonder of the
	rainbow, to remind Him and us, from time to time, that He will remain loyal and faithful to us forever, even when it is wet and stormy outside. The rainbow usually comes out just after the storm, as a way for Hashem to tell us that although life can get stormy and frightening at times, He leaves His mark to reassure us that He is working behind the scenes and has His loving eye on us always. Hashem created a universe where there will be solar eclipses and lunar eclipses. Our Sages tell us that a solar eclipse is Hashem’s way of telling the world that He is displeased with them. I believe that the fact that this eclipse is being witnessed right now by hundreds of millions of people in America on the one hand, while on the other hand, no one in Israel saw the eclipse, is both a message to the western world and a message to us in Israel. Hashem is telling the western world that He is displeased with how they have abandoned Israel in its time of need. The Jewish people and the land of Israel is a light onto the nations. The light of the entire western world is nourished from the light that is generated by Israel and its people. Hashem has turned off the light to hundreds of millions of Americans to tell them that they have lost their way and are supporting the side of darkness and not the side of light! The fact that we, in Israel, are not able to see the eclipse, is also a message. The late spring rains are a message. Hashem is telling us that while the western world is shrouded in the darkness of confusion, we, the Jewish people, are enjoying the rains of blessing, the rains that come directly from Hashem’s innermost chambers. Although it is night time and we cannot see a rainbow, Hashem is telling us loud and clear that He has our back, He is in our corner, and although we may have lost the friendship of the western world, we will never lose Hashem’s friendship. It is now the month of Nissan and we pray that just like Hashem performed miracles for us in Egypt and led us out into complete salvation, so will He perform miracles for us today and bring us complete salvation with all Jews safely returned to our homeland!
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