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A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz
and the Rabonim of the Ra’anana Kollel

RA'ANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL

In the merit of our soldiers and captives

At the end of last week’s parsha, Moshe asked Hashem why He
has done evil to the people. Moshe complained to Hashem that
not only did Paroah not heed Moshe’s command to let the Jewish
people go, but he even hardened their bondage by taking away
their straw and building materials!

Rashi says that Hashem was displeased with Moshe for
qguestioning Him. Hashem bemoaned, “Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov never questioned my ways, even when they found my
methods difficult, and you immediately question me as soon as
you fail to understand things?!”

Does this medrash mean to teach us then, that a Jew should not
ask questions? Certainly not! It has been documented in
numerous books about kids and teens who went “off the derech”
or were turned off of Torah because their teachers discouraged
them from asking questions, making them feel as if they were
heretics for asking them.

As Torah Jews, we are not afraid of questions and every good
question deserves a good answer.

What the medrash is teaching us is that it is forbidden, and even
detrimental, to doubt Hashem. Many times Moshe asks Hashem
for clarification about what to do, and Moshe even steps up to
defend the Jewish people many times over his career, asking
Hashem not to punish or destroy the people, such as after they
built the Golden Calf, after the sin of the Spies, and so forth.

All of these interactions were permitted and required of Moshe as
their leader. He would not have been deemed a responsible
leader had he not come to their defense. Aside from this one
incident when He asked Hashem why He made things worse for
the people and not better, we never find Moshe ever doubting
Hashem again. Questioning Hashem yes, but doubting Him no!

As a matter of fact, this entire Egyptian exile that the people were
destined to endure came as a result of Avraham’s doubting
Hashem!

When Hashem promised Avraham that his descendants would
inherit the land, Avraham asked Hashem for a sign. The medrash
explains that Avraham doubted Hashem’s promise. Hashem then
told Avraham that his descendants would be enslaved by a foreign
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power for four hundred years!

We, who are living with the luxury of 20/20 hindsight, can read
these parshiyot and see the beauty of how the entire story
unfolded. We see how the added hardships that the people
experienced actually expedited and sped up the redemption
process. We see how Hashem was orchestrating all of the events,
both the good ones and the “bad” ones, as one unified process to
bring the redemption to His people in the best way possible!

But those who actually lived through this time period didn’t have
the advantage of seeing things in fast motion. For them, the
bondage was agonizing, especially after Moshe promised them
redemption which seemed to make things worse and not better.
Similarly, we are living through such difficult times now. The tragic
news that nine soldiers perished on Tuesday, after there seemed
to be a slight reprieve in the numbers of daily casualties, hit us
exceptionally hard.

As Torah Jews, we believe that there is only one G-d. The G-d who
redeemed us in Egypt and showed us miracles and kindness, is the
same G-d who, for reasons we don’t understand, allowed the
Egyptians to torture us and oppress us, making it even harder on
us just before the breaking of the dawn.

Our faith today is being put to the test as well. Things seem to be
getting better and then we receive the tragic news of terrible
tragedies, boys, tzaddikim and talmidei chachamim, who lost their
lives defending Am Yisrael! We cannot begin to explain or make
sense of why this is happening to us and why we are paying such a
heavy price and suffering so greatly. Reading these parshiyot at
this time is not coincidental. We need to draw from the wells of
faith that these parshiyot offer us. Just as Hashem was
orchestrating both the miraculous events and the tragic events of
Egypt, so it is Hashem who is orchestrating all of the events in our
current conflict. The tyrants responsible for our oppression come
and go. The first were the Egyptians, later the Babylonians, the
Romans, the Christians, and now it is the Arabs. The tyrant
changes but the master behind everything never changes, Hashem
Echad! Just as redemption came after the darkness of Egypt, may
it come speedily to us as well!

Minyanim at the kollel Mincha 12:50 16:48
Shacharis 7:00 8:15 Maariv 17:18 18:00 20:00
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Our learning at the kollel this week will be for the merit
of our brave soldiers, hostages, and injured
please come and join us!
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