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A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz nDW

Pesach 5784
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Each of the Jewish festivals carries a unique avodah, job, for us to
do and achieve. The festival of Shavuot is all about our receiving
the Torah at Mt. Sinai. Sukkot is about acknowledging Hashem’s
presence in nature, for we celebrate Sukkot in the winter after
having brought in the wheat for the coming year. It is a time to
thank Hashem for the physical and financial blessings He has given
us.

Pesach is our national festival when we acknowledge Hashem as
King and ruler of the world, who possesses the capabilities to
create miracles and to alter the course of nature for those He
wishes to. Our job on Pesach is to thank Hashem for the miracles
He has performed for us, primarily to our ancestors in Egypt, but
to us as well, for in every generation evil people rise up to
annihilate us, and Hashem protects us and saves us from their
plans.

Until today, it was hard to really internalize this idea. Of course,
we lift the wine every year on Seder night, singing the song of
“Vehi She’amda” to the tune of Shwekey or the like. It is hard
because we were born and raised after the Holocaust, either in
America, England, South Africa etc. We were fortunate to grow up
with physical prosperity, peace and tranquility, and freedom of
religion.

Who among us ever truly felt the threat of annihilation as a
people and as individuals?

Those of us who lived in Israel during the Gulf War remember the
anxiety of running to our sealed rooms to await the Scud missiles
from Iraq, but they were sent as individual launches and not as
barrages. | remember the fear of the impending attacks and the
euphoria when the war ended Purim of 1991.

Those who live in the Gaza envelope have felt the fear of
annihilation for years and have been victim to terrible barrages of
rockets, culminating in the tragedy of October 7th.

But last week’s launch of hundreds of drones and ballistic missiles
from Iran, an arch enemy vowed to destroy us, created a fear that
gripped the entire nation, from Kiryat Shemona to Eilat. It was a
fear and a threat that left no one feeling safe. The missiles from
Iran could have G-d forbid, destroyed many many cities
throughout Eretz Yisrael and the toll could have been
catastrophic! We went to sleep on Motzei Shabbat, not knowing
what we would wake up to or if we would wake up, G-d forbid. Yet
we all rose on Sunday morning with the realization that less than a
handful of the hundreds of missiles and drones launched at us

even landed in Israel! It is clear that Hashem, using our Iron Dome
system together with our allies, fended off this existential threat
with 100 percent success.

Hamas over the recent months and years, has sent barrages of
missiles that are far less advanced, and yet often some get through
and cause damage or loss of life. Now Iran has sent hundreds of
its cutting edge weapons to Israel in a barrage never before seen
over Israeli skies and practically none fall in!! This is not a hidden
miracle that we can chalk up to primitive weapons guidance
systems; this is an open miracle of the most amazing kind! Hashem
has shown us how He protects us and will not let Amalek destroy
us.

This coming Seder night, we can all sing “Vehi She’amda” with a
concentration and feeling we have never experienced before!

We read in the Hagaddah that in every generation, we have to feel
and behave as if we ourselves came out of Egypt. This has always
been the most difficult challenge to work on at the Seder. How can
we feel as if we left Egypt? Egypt is a story that happened over
2500 years ago! We try to enact the story of the Exodus from
Egypt, making t theatrical to draw ourselves and our children into
the story, all for one purpose! To try and reach a level where we
feel that we were privileged to leave Egypt, that we transitioned
from slaves to free men, that this is not some nostalgic story that
we tell over to remind ourselves of what happened to our people
long ago.

This Pesach, Hashem has redeemed us in the most literal sense.
The Hagaddah speaks to us this year in a way as never before. The
lines we read apply to us! “In every generation they rise up to
destroy you but Hashem saves you from them.” That’s us! “IF
Hashem hadn’t taken us out of Egypt, we would still be slaves to
Paraoh.” That’s us! Had Hashem not stepped in and delivered us,
we would be slaves to all of the Muslim world that threatens to
devour us.

When Hashem took us out of Egypt, He acquired us as his loyal
servants forever. When Hashem redeemed us from the servitude
of Egypt, we became indebted to His servitude. A servant never
goes free. He either serves the Rasha, the wicked, the evil forces in
the world, or He serves Hashem, goodness, and holiness. Hashem
redeemed us from Iran’s missiles on the sixth, “vav”, Nissan. Vav
symbolizes connection. Hashem performed nissim, miracles on the
sixth of the month of miracles, thereby forming a stronger
connection with His loyal servants who only wish to serve Him with
righteousness and with unity.

Tzafun

There is an ancient custom to hide the Afikomen at the early
stages of the Seder. At the end of the meal portion of the Seder,
either the father or the children go looking for the Afikomen, the
hidden piece of matzah, to be eaten before Birkat Hamazon. The
author of the Haggadah refers to the Afikomen as Tzafun, the
Hidden one. In some homes, the father hides the Afikomen and
the children go searching for it, hoping to get a prize from their
father for finding it. In other homes, it is the children who “steal”
the afikomen from under their father’s nose, and they hide it,
forcing their father to go searching for it. Whatever your custom
is, it is the highlight of the Seder. What is the message behind this
ritual that makes it the high point of the Seder?

The Afikomen represents Hashem Himself! Hashem throughout the
year, decided to go into hiding for we were not worthy of having
an upfront and revealed relationship with Him. The main objective
on Seder night is to find Hashem in our lives. By appreciating and
by savoring every miracle Hashem did for us, with is accentuated
by the Dayyeinu song in the

Haggadah, we grow to appreciate every single
wonder Hashem did for us in and out of Egypt.
By dwelling on past miracles, we can now focus on
the miracles we see everyday in our daily lives.

If we have used the Haggadah properly, we are rewarded wi'gd!
finding the Afikomen! We have found Hashem and He is awesome!
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Bitter or Sweet
RAV AHARON RABI

We have four cups, four baruchs, four matzot (after we break the
middle one), four sons and four questions. The number four is
emphasised because of the four expressions of redemption that
are mentioned in the four verses.

The truth however is that the four questions are only one. Why
are we eating on this night, only matza - the poor man's bread,
and maror - feeling the bitter times, yet at the same time we are
dipping our food like the rich and reclining like the royal?

A similar contrast.

How can the matza, the poor man's bread, be the symbol that we
raise at the end of maggid “matza zu” to show our hasty exit to
freedom?

One answer is that in order to fully appreciate the redemption we
must first put ourselves in the position of the pain & misery that
was. Another answer is that Pesach night is the time to
commemorate the past, apply it to the present and prepare for
the future. It is a bittersweet time where on the one hand we
have experienced salvation and on the other hand we are still
here in galut.

This is the life of a jew believing in the world to come while living
in this world, accepting and hoping all at the same time. May we
be strengthened on this night to learn how to blend the two
together and see the final redemption speedily in our day.

The Blood Sport Rabbi Itamar Gibli

The only two positive niixn that a person gets the penalty of n1a
for not performing, are ND9 |27p- to bring the pesach offering, and
Nn7'M N1 - to circumsize. Why are these niixn so severe to bring
upon a person the penalty of N1 - to be cut off from the Jewish
people?

Am israel were given two niixn to merit the redemption from
D"xn, the nixn of Noa and n'm. What is so special about these
nixn that awarded us with nmxn nxxe?

We say in the Shabbos prayer nnxa 772V7 132'2 701 may you
purify our hearts to serve you with truth. If the heart is pure, is it
not obvious that our service will be with truth? What is truth
adding to the pure heart?

Explains the Vilna Gaon that nwn nTIAy includes two parts.
control over the body- to channel our earthly desires according to
the n1In, and control over the brain- to know the existence of G-d.
In reality a person can gain mastery over his body, but can have
false beliefs, or one can have the right beliefs, but not mastery
over his body.

That is why we pray 121% 1nv! let our hearts be pure to gain
control over our body, nnxa 172Y7 to direct the service of the
body to the right source.

We all belong here
RAV A.A. MANDELBAUM

The Gemara (Pesachim 116a) tells us that when we tell our
children the story of the exodus from Egypt on Seder night, it
should be done by "beginning with the negative and ending with
praise". That is why we mention that our forefathers originally
served idolatry, later to be servants to Pharaoh, and only then
recognized Hashem. Clearly, Chazal felt that the correct way to
pass on the tradition and history of our nation to the next
generation, is by giving them an unabridged version, not ignoring
the sad parts that go along with it.

But why? Wouldn't it be more attractive to "smooth it over a bit"
and tell our children the happy ending, leaving out the difficult
parts? After all, the point is to be inspirational and show the
straight and narrow path to follow! Why give a bad example?
Several explanations have been given to understand why this
detail is necessary. Many early commentaries explain that the
whole purpose of telling the story of our salvation is in order to
increase the praise of God, who cared for us and saved us despite
our being on such a low spiritual level. The lower we were, the
greater the praise for Hashem!

Alternatively, the Maharsha explains that a reminder of our
negative past, prevents us from becoming arrogant and walking
around with our noses in the air, which is so essential for being
good Jews.

| would like to suggest yet another explanation. Often, as a person
grows and improves in his avodat Hashem, he may be reminded of
his "not so perfect" past, and become discouraged. "Maybe, |
can't be so great?" or "After all I've done, do | really belong here?"
Sometimes one might feel that to reach spiritual heights, you had
to have been a straight “A” student with a perfect record.

Our sages are teaching us that this is a terrible mistake. Everyone,
no matter his past, has it within himself to upgrade and build a
better relationship with Hashem. On this night, as we tell our
story of faith and strength, teaching the foundations and roots of
Judaism, that is precisely the time to let our children be aware of
how we began. The Haggaddah emphasizes our negative start to
show, that no matter who you are, no matter where you've been,
you will always be accepted. True, you may have been brought up
with a different background, you may have botched things up
earlier in life, but Hey!, so did our ancestors, and look how they
turned out!

May we all merit to utilize this special night to bring out our true
potential and become all that we can be.

The mitzva of n%m nna symbolizes control over the body,
designating it to own nTIAu. And the mitzva of noa jap
symbolizes control over the brain, recognizing the miracles of
own.

That is why in order to leave D"1xn we were given these two niixn
as an agreement to devote our hearts and minds to bwn. And that
is why whoever does not perform these niixn is cut off from the
jewish people, as they are the basis of bwn nTIQV.

We say in the hagada that before bwin took us out of egypt IxINI
7'"MT2 noolann i saw you immersed in bloods, which are the
blood of noa and n7'n. Some explain the word NoDIANN as D'DA- a
foundation. These niixn are the foundation of a jew, and in their
merit "N 1"NT2 7 MIN, i will grant you with life.
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	Each of the Jewish festivals carries a unique avodah, job, for us to do and achieve. The festival of Shavuot is all about our receiving the Torah at Mt. Sinai. Sukkot is about acknowledging Hashem’s presence in nature, for we celebrate Sukkot in the winter after having brought in the wheat for the coming year. It is a time to thank Hashem for the physical and financial blessings He has given us. Pesach is our national festival when we acknowledge Hashem as King and ruler of the world, who possesses the capabilities to create miracles and to alter the course of nature for those He wishes to. Our job on Pesach is to thank Hashem for the miracles He has performed for us, primarily to our ancestors in Egypt, but to us as well, for in every generation evil people rise up to annihilate us, and Hashem protects us and saves us from their plans. Until today, it was hard to really internalize this idea. Of course, we lift the wine every year on Seder night, singing the song of “Vehi She’amda” to the tune of Shwekey or the like. It is hard because we were born and raised after the Holocaust, either in America, England, South Africa etc. We were fortunate to grow up with physical prosperity, peace and tranquility, and freedom of religion. Who among us ever truly felt the threat of annihilation as a people and as individuals? Those of us who lived in Israel during the Gulf War remember the anxiety of running to our sealed rooms to await the Scud missiles from Iraq, but they were sent as individual launches and not as barrages. I remember the fear of the impending attacks and the euphoria when the war ended Purim of 1991.  Those who live in the Gaza envelope have felt the fear of annihilation for years and have been victim to terrible barrages of rockets, culminating in the tragedy of October 7th. But last week’s launch of hundreds of drones and ballistic missiles from Iran, an arch enemy vowed to destroy us, created a fear that gripped the entire nation, from Kiryat Shemona to Eilat. It was a fear and a threat that left no one feeling safe. The missiles from Iran could have G-d forbid, destroyed many many cities throughout Eretz Yisrael and the toll could have been catastrophic! We went to sleep on Motzei Shabbat, not knowing what we would wake up to or if we would wake up, G-d forbid. Yet we all rose on Sunday morning with the realization that less than a handful of the hundreds of missiles and drones launched at us
	even landed in Israel! It is clear that Hashem, using our Iron Dome system together with our allies, fended off this existential threat with 100 percent success. Hamas over the recent months and years, has sent barrages of missiles that are far less advanced, and yet often some get through and cause damage or loss of life. Now Iran has sent hundreds of  its cutting edge weapons to Israel in a barrage never before seen over Israeli skies and practically none fall in!! This is not a hidden miracle that we can chalk up to primitive weapons guidance systems; this is an open miracle of the most amazing kind! Hashem has shown us how He protects us and will not let Amalek destroy us. This coming Seder night, we can all sing “Vehi She’amda” with a concentration and feeling we have never experienced before! We read in the Hagaddah that in every generation, we have to feel and behave as if we ourselves came out of Egypt. This has always been the most difficult challenge to work on at the Seder. How can we feel as if we left Egypt? Egypt is a story that happened over 2500 years ago! We try to enact the story of the Exodus from Egypt, making t theatrical to draw ourselves and our children into the story, all for one purpose! To try and reach a level where we feel that we were privileged to leave Egypt, that we transitioned from slaves to free men, that this is not some nostalgic story that we tell over to remind ourselves of what happened to our people long ago. This Pesach, Hashem has redeemed us in the most literal sense. The Hagaddah speaks to us this year in a way as never before. The lines we read apply to us! “In every generation they rise up to destroy you but Hashem saves you from them.” That’s us! “IF Hashem hadn’t taken us out of Egypt, we would still be slaves to Paraoh.” That’s us! Had Hashem not stepped in and delivered us, we would be slaves to all of the Muslim world that threatens to devour us. When Hashem took us out of Egypt, He acquired us as his loyal servants forever. When Hashem redeemed us from the servitude of Egypt, we became indebted to His servitude. A servant never goes free. He either serves the Rasha, the wicked, the evil forces in the world, or He serves Hashem, goodness, and holiness. Hashem redeemed us from Iran’s missiles  on the sixth, “vav”, Nissan. Vav symbolizes connection. Hashem performed nissim, miracles on the sixth of the month of miracles, thereby forming a stronger connection with His loyal servants who only wish to serve Him with righteousness and with unity.
	וורט לשולחן החג
	Tzafun
	The Afikomen represents Hashem Himself! Hashem throughout the year, decided to go into hiding for we were not worthy of having an upfront and revealed relationship with Him. The main objective on Seder night is to find Hashem in our lives. By appreciating and by savoring every miracle Hashem did for us, with is accentuated by the Dayyeinu song in the  Haggadah, we grow to appreciate every single  wonder Hashem did for us in and out of Egypt. By dwelling on past miracles, we can now focus on the miracles we see everyday in our daily lives.  If we have used the Haggadah properly, we are rewarded with finding the Afikomen! We have found Hashem and He is awesome!
	There is an ancient custom to hide the Afikomen at the early stages of the Seder. At the end of the meal portion of the Seder, either the father or the children go looking for the Afikomen, the hidden piece of matzah, to be eaten before Birkat Hamazon. The author of the Haggadah refers to the Afikomen as Tzafun, the Hidden one. In some homes, the father hides the Afikomen and the children go searching for it, hoping to get a prize from their father for finding it. In other homes, it is the children who “steal” the afikomen from under their father’s nose, and they hide it, forcing their father to go searching for it. Whatever your custom is, it is the highlight of the Seder. What is the message behind this ritual that makes it the high point of the Seder?
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