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It is infuriating and deeply offensive to hear the world constantly
accusing us, over these last 10 months, of committing genocide
against another people, even though this people has pledged to
wipe us off the map, and are actually trying continuously to do so!
To accuse the Jewish people of genocide is as absurd as the blood
libel of old, of slaughtering Christian babies to use their blood to
bake matzot! Nothing could be farther from the truth!

Our holy Torah forbids murder! Not only does our Torah prohibit
killing another human being, it even prohibits “killing” an animal or
even a tree unnecessarily!

The value that Judaism places on all forms of life is incredible. It
goes far beyond regular human sensitivity. Let’s focus on two
examples found in this week’s parsha. The Torah states how one
who accidentally kills another human being needs to flee to a city of
refuge and remain there until the Kohen Gadol dies. He is not
allowed to leave the city. In essence, his freedom is taken away
from him and he lives in exile, in a strange place, to atone for his
sin. Even though he did not kill with malicious intent, he still needs
an atonement to cleanse him of the crime of having taken the life of
another person.

The other example comes at the end of the parsha. The Torah states
that if one chances upon a human corpse laying in the road and it is
not known who killed him, the closest city must bring an offering at
the dry river bed, and they perform a ceremony whereby they beg
forgiveness from Hashem for not preventing the loss of this person’s
life. The Torah places the responsibility of preserving every human
life, upon the shoulder’s of the elders of each city. Every death is a
tragedy that the entire community must bear, even if the victim is a
“John Doe.” No other people in the world care about human life as
much as we do!

Despite this, we find, strangely, that the Torah, also in this week’s
parsha, commands us to wage war against the seven Canaanite
tribes from whom we inherited the land of Israel, extolling us to kill
every single person from those seven tribes! Where is our humanity
and sensitivity to life? The same Torah who teaches us how precious

each life is, is the same Torah who commands us to destroy every
member of these seven tribes! How are we to explain this?
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The Torah answers that we need to destroy them so that they will
not cause us to stray from the Torah. These people were so immoral
and committed such abominable acts against Hashem, that if we
were to live together with them in the same land, we would become
affected by their immorality and we too, rebel against Hashem.

We learn from here something incredible. As precious as life is, and
as careful we have to be to preserve and maintain human life, there
is one thing that is even more important than life itself. And that is
how to live life. Life is not an ends unto itself. It is a means. The
purpose of life is not life. The purpose of life is to live, and to live in
a way that will sanctify ourselves, bringing us closer to Hashem. If
living life entails acting like the Canaanites, committing immoral
atrocities against man and G-d, then living has no intrinsic worth.
This is why, on the one hand, we are so careful about taking life, but
on the other hand, the Torah sometimes deems it necessary that we
do just that to prevent our spiritual demise.

Why do we always begin the month of Elul with the words of
Parshat Shoftim? It is because the central theme of Rosh Hashana
and Yom Kippur is to ask Hashem for life. “Remember us for life, O
King who desires life, and inscribe us in the book of life, for your
sake, the G-d of life!”

We will ask Hashem over and over again throughout the next forty
days, to grant us another year of life. But what is life? Do we truly
know what life is? And if we don’t, isn’t it foolish to ask Hashem for
a commodity that we don’t understand?

Parshat Shoftim teaches us what life is. Life is precious if we use it
wisely to serve Hashem, by living a life of Torah and mitzvot. Every
unnecessary loss of life is a tragedy because that life could have
been used to serve Hashem. This is why we seek atonement for
accidental killing or even for the death of a “John Doe”!

No people in the world values life like we do, because only we truly
know the value of life! We know that life was given to us to serve
Hashem.

Let’s use the month of Elul to remember why it is that we are alive
and what are mission truly is. Only with this clarity, can we come to
Hashem as wise men and not as fools, and ask Him to grant us
another year of life with peace, health and prosperity!
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	It is infuriating and deeply offensive to hear the world constantly accusing us, over these last 10 months, of committing genocide against another people, even though this people has pledged to wipe us off the map, and are actually trying continuously to do so! To accuse the Jewish people of genocide is as absurd as the blood libel of old, of slaughtering Christian babies to use their blood to bake matzot! Nothing could be farther from the truth! Our holy Torah forbids murder! Not only does our Torah prohibit killing another human being, it even prohibits “killing” an animal or even a tree unnecessarily! The value that Judaism places on all forms of life is incredible. It goes far beyond regular human sensitivity. Let’s focus on two examples found in this week’s parsha. The Torah states how one who accidentally kills another human being needs to flee to a city of refuge and remain there until the Kohen Gadol dies. He is not allowed to leave the city. In essence, his freedom is taken away from him and he lives in exile, in a strange place, to atone for his sin. Even though he did not kill with malicious intent, he still needs an atonement to cleanse him of the crime of having taken the life of another person. The other example comes at the end of the parsha. The Torah states that if one chances upon a human corpse laying in the road and it is not known who killed him, the closest city must bring an offering at the dry river bed, and they perform a ceremony whereby they beg forgiveness from Hashem for not preventing the loss of this person’s life. The Torah places the responsibility of preserving every human life, upon the shoulder’s of the elders of each city. Every death is a tragedy that the entire community must bear, even if the victim is a “John Doe.” No other people in the world care about human life as much as we do! Despite this, we find, strangely, that the Torah, also in this week’s parsha, commands us to wage war against the seven Canaanite tribes from whom we inherited the land of Israel, extolling us to kill every single person from those seven tribes! Where is our humanity and sensitivity to life? The same Torah who teaches us how precious each life is, is the same Torah who commands us to destroy every member of these seven tribes! How are we to explain this?
	Rav Guy Dvir
	The Torah answers that we need to destroy them so that they will not cause us to stray from the Torah. These people were so immoral and committed such abominable acts against Hashem, that if we were to live together with them in the same land, we would become affected by their immorality and we too, rebel against Hashem.  We learn from here something incredible. As precious as life is, and as careful we have to be to preserve and maintain human life, there is one thing that is even more important than life itself. And that is how to live life. Life is not an ends unto itself. It is a means. The purpose of life is not life. The purpose of life is to live, and to live in a way that will sanctify ourselves, bringing us closer to Hashem. If living life entails acting like the Canaanites, committing immoral atrocities against man and G-d, then living has no intrinsic worth. This is why, on the one hand, we are so careful about taking life, but on the other hand, the Torah sometimes deems it necessary that we do just that to prevent our spiritual demise. Why do we always begin the month of Elul with the words of Parshat Shoftim? It is because the central theme of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur is to ask Hashem for life. “Remember us for life, O King who desires life, and inscribe us in the book of life, for your sake, the G-d of life!” We will ask Hashem over and over again throughout the next forty days, to grant us another year of life. But what is life? Do we truly know what life is? And if we don’t, isn’t it foolish to ask Hashem for a commodity that we don’t understand? Parshat Shoftim teaches us what life is. Life is precious if we use it wisely to serve Hashem, by living a life of Torah and mitzvot. Every unnecessary loss of life is a tragedy because that life could have been used to serve Hashem. This is why we seek atonement for accidental killing or even for the death of a “John Doe”! No people in the world values life like we do, because only we truly know the value of life! We know that life was given to us to serve Hashem.  Let’s use the month of Elul to remember why it is that we are alive and what are mission truly is. Only with this clarity, can we come to Hashem as wise men and not as fools, and ask Him to grant us another year of life with peace, health and prosperity!
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