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Balak, the king of Moav, felt threatened by Klal Yisrael’s presence
and so he called upon the sorcerer of Midyan, Bilaam, to curse the
Jews. Balak chose Bilaam to do the job because, as the Torah
describes Bilaam’s powers,
those who you curse will be cursed.”

We see from here that Bilaam not only had the power to curse but
also to bless, yet Balak chose to use Bilaam to curse the Jews,
rather than bless the Moabites. Would it not have been better to
bless than to curse?

“those that you bless are blessed and

The Torah also points out in a midrash that Moav and Midyan
were at war with each other, but Balak, the king of Moav, put his
war with Midyan aside in order to join forces to defeat the Jews.
This unfortunate phenomenon is seen today as well when nations
who usually don’t see eye to eye are only to happy to join forces in
order to condemn Israel on the world stage.

So why did Balak choose to use Bilaam’s talents to curse and not
to bless? The answer is that this is the nature of evil spirited
people. Balak’s concerns that the Jewish people were knocking on
his borders did not stem from feeling physically threatened, for
intended to conquer Moav. Rather his feelings
stemmed from envy and jealousy. He was envious of the Jewish

they never

people’s meteoric rise from the lowly beginnings of being a
persecuted people to being a respected and feared nation. It
wasn’t just a matter of Moav being blessed with their own
blessings. Even had Bilaam blessed Moav with prosperity and with
greater successes, Balak would still not have been happy as long as
his neighbors, Am Yisrael, enjoyed the prosperity they had.

There are two types of envy in the world; there is good envy and
there is bad envy. Bad envy causes a person to curse and to wish
for the downfall of his peers who he is jealous of. By pushing his
opponent down, he feels better about himself.

The good type of envy is when one Torah scholar is “jealous” of
the Torah mastery of his opponent. This type of envy is good, for
his jealousy toward his Rabbinic opponent will propel him to work
harder at his own studies so that he too will master the Torah in a
way no less than his friend. He would never wish a curse upon his
Torah friend in order to feel better about himself.

Good envy lends one to push himself further and further upward,
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whereas bad envy causes one to push the other person further
and further downward! Balak and Bilaam were such negative,
envious people that there was no way that blessing Moav, rather
than cursing Israel, would have achieved their goals!

What leads a person to develop an unhealthy sense of self worth,
the result being that the person feels that the only way of finding
fulfillment is by cursing and wishing others bad?

The answer lies in the famous mishna in Pirkei Avot. “Those who
possess an evil eye, and arrogant heart and an unsatiable soul, are
from the students of Bilaam. hose who possess a good eye, a
humble heart, and a contrite soul, are from the students of
Avraham Avinu.”

Both Bilaam and Avraham Avinu were very spiritual people. The
medrash compares Bilaam to Moshe Rabbeinu regarding his ability
to understand the ways of Hashem. He had the mouth, the power
of prayer, and the mind of Moshe and Avraham, yet whereas
Moshe and Avraham reached the highest levels of spirituality and
righteousness, Bilaam reached the lowest rungs of depravity. Why
did they climb higher and higher and Bilaam fell lower and lower?
The difference lies in their middot, character traits. Moshe and
Avraham subjected their minds to fulfilling the will of Hashem and
by doing so, they worked on their character traits to the degree
that they acquired all of the necessary middot needed to connect
with Hashem. Bilaam had the knowledge to get close to Hashem
but he was not willing to work on his middot. Having good middot
versus bad middot is what makes the difference between whether
a person is considered a true servant of Hashem, or a charlatan
and a fake.
When a

development and Torah study, he will not be envious of others. He

Jew grows close to Hashem through character
will feel compelled to bless those around him and never need to
curse them. He will enjoy tranquility and inner peace knowing that
he is worthy of his relationship with Hashem. He needs no external
honors or desires to validate himself, for Hashem is His biggest fan
and that is more than enough.

The Jew who is empty of good middot will feel distant to Hashem
and will need the superficiality of honors and desires, arrogance

and envy, to convince himself that his life is worthwhile.
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	Balak, the king of Moav, felt threatened by Klal Yisrael’s presence and so he called upon the sorcerer of Midyan, Bilaam, to curse the Jews. Balak chose Bilaam to do the job because, as the Torah describes Bilaam’s powers, “those that you bless are blessed and those who you curse will be cursed.”  We see from here that Bilaam not only had the power to curse but also to bless, yet Balak chose to use Bilaam to curse the Jews, rather than bless the Moabites. Would it not have been better to bless than to curse? The Torah also points out in a midrash that Moav and Midyan were at war with each other, but Balak, the king of Moav, put his war with Midyan aside in order to join forces to defeat the Jews. This unfortunate phenomenon is seen today as well when nations who usually don’t see eye to eye are only to happy to join forces in order to condemn Israel on the world stage. So why did Balak choose to use Bilaam’s talents to curse and not to bless? The answer is that this is the nature of evil spirited people. Balak’s concerns that the Jewish people were knocking on his borders did not stem from feeling physically threatened, for they never intended to conquer Moav. Rather his feelings stemmed from envy and jealousy. He was envious of the Jewish people’s meteoric rise from the lowly beginnings of being a persecuted people to being a respected and feared nation. It wasn’t just a matter of Moav being blessed with their own blessings. Even had Bilaam blessed Moav with prosperity and with greater successes, Balak would still not have been happy as long as his neighbors, Am Yisrael, enjoyed the prosperity they had.  There are two types of envy in the world; there is good envy and there is bad envy. Bad envy causes a person to curse and to wish for the downfall of his peers who he is jealous of. By pushing his opponent down, he feels better about himself. The good type of envy is when one Torah scholar is “jealous” of the Torah mastery of his opponent. This type of envy is good, for his jealousy toward his Rabbinic opponent will propel him to work harder at his own studies so that he too will master the Torah in a way no less than his friend. He would never wish a curse upon his Torah friend in order to feel better about himself. Good envy lends one to push himself further and further upward,
	whereas bad envy causes one to push the other person further and further downward! Balak and Bilaam were such negative, envious people that there was no way that blessing Moav, rather than cursing Israel, would have achieved their goals! What leads a person to develop an unhealthy sense of self worth, the result being that the person feels that the only way of finding fulfillment is by cursing and wishing others bad? The answer lies in the famous mishna in Pirkei Avot. “Those who possess an evil eye, and arrogant heart and an unsatiable soul, are from the students of Bilaam. hose who possess a good eye, a humble heart, and a contrite soul, are from the students of Avraham Avinu.” Both Bilaam and Avraham Avinu were very spiritual people. The medrash compares Bilaam to Moshe Rabbeinu regarding his ability to understand the ways of Hashem. He had the mouth, the power of prayer, and the mind of Moshe and Avraham, yet whereas Moshe and Avraham reached the highest levels of spirituality and righteousness, Bilaam reached the lowest rungs of depravity. Why did they climb higher and higher and Bilaam fell lower and lower?  The difference lies in their middot, character traits. Moshe and Avraham subjected their minds to fulfilling the will of Hashem and by doing so, they worked on their character traits to the degree that they acquired all of the necessary middot needed to connect with Hashem. Bilaam had the knowledge to get close to Hashem but he was not willing to work on his middot. Having good middot versus bad middot is what makes the difference between whether a person is considered a true servant of Hashem, or a charlatan and a fake. When a Jew grows close to Hashem through character development and Torah study, he will not be envious of others. He will feel compelled to bless those around him and never need to curse them. He will enjoy tranquility and inner peace knowing that he is worthy of his relationship with Hashem. He needs no external honors or desires to validate himself, for Hashem is His biggest fan and that is more than enough. The Jew who is empty of good middot will feel distant to Hashem and will need the superficiality of honors and desires, arrogance and envy, to convince himself that his life is worthwhile.
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