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Parshat Ki Teitzei stands out as one of the more well known parshiyot
because we read the end of the parsha on the Shabbat before Purim.
The Torah commands us to remember what Amalek did to us, how
they had the audacity to wage war against us, shortly after leaving
Egypt. The Torah describes how they attacked the weak and tired
among us ‘and they did not fear Elokim.’

The Netziv explains that this phrase is a reference to the weak and
tired of the Jews, those who did not fear Hashem, making them
vulnerable to Amalek’s attack. The paragraph in the Torah that
directly precedes the episode of Amalek, is the one where the Torah
commands us to not use false weights and measures to cheat others
in business. Rashi comments that Amalek comes as a result of the sin
of using false and inaccurate measures in order to steal from others.
The Netziv asks, as there was no commerce conducted by the people
in the desert, how could that have been the cause of Amalek’s
attacks!

He answers that Rashi is explaining that the underlying flaw of the
sin of using false weights, is one of emunah. A Jew who feels the need
to cheat in order to make parnassah, is one who obviously doesn’t
have proper faith in Hashem’s ability to provide for him in honest
ways.

This sin of doubting Hashem’s abilities, of testing Hashem, of
guestioning whether He lives within our midst, is the fuel that Amalek
feeds on. This is why, according to the Netziv, Amalek was able to
only attack those who were weak in faith, those who did not “fear”
Hashem. Those who didn’t feel Hashem’s presence in their lives were
the one’s who were vulnerable.

The objective of Rosh Hashana is to proclaim and truly believe that
Hashem is our King and that He controls our lives. If we can
strengthen our beliefs and reach a sincere level of acceptance of Him
as King, then we will weaken the powers of Amalek and please G-d,
bring this terrible war to a speedy end!

Learning From War

Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

In both last week’s and this week’s parsha, we read the same
phrase: "Ki Seitzei Lamilchama Al Oivecha", "When you go out to
war against your enemy." The Ohr Hachaim HaKadosh explains that
beyond its literal meaning, this pasuk is also referring to the
spiritual battle each of us wages against our Yetzer Hara.

The Torah's comparison of our inner struggles to a war teaches us
important lessons about how we should approach our Yetzer Hara—
just like a physical war, we need to strategize and prepare for
battle.

Step 1: Recognize that you're fighting a war.

If you’re walking on the battlefield but acting as if you’re taking a
leisurely stroll, you are in grave danger. Rav Chatzkel Levenstein zt”|
warns that the most dangerous illness is one you don’t even realize
you have. Similarly, in spiritual matters, the first step is recognizing
that there’s a battle to be fought. If you’re unaware of the work that
needs to be done, you’'ve already lost the war before it’s begun.
Awareness of the struggle is the key to engaging with it.

Step 2: Know your enemy.

Every army is different, and each enemy employs unique tactics.

Chabura Shiur

Rahbi Isaac
Bernstein
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The strategies that work against one army may not succeed against
another. In war, you study your opponent’s strengths, weaknesses,
and likely moves so that you can anticipate and counteract them.
The same is true with our Yetzer Hara. Each person’s Yetzer Hara
attacks in different ways, so you need to understand your own
specific challenges. You need to know your Yetzer Hara better than
it knows you!

Step 3: Define what victory looks like.

No army fights without a clear vision of what success means. If the
military lacks a goal, they’ll make reckless decisions along the way.
But with a clear picture of victory, every choice can be evaluated—
will this decision help us win the war?

We often approach our struggles with the Yetzer Hara backwards.
We focus on our mistakes and try to fix them, hoping we’ll come out
better on the other side. But instead, we should take a lesson from
warfare: First, envision what victory looks like. Before doing a
cheshbon hanefesh, ask yourself: Who do | want to become by the
end of this teshuva process? What kind of person do | aspire to be?
What does my ideal avodas Hashem look like? Once you have that
vision, you can begin your cheshbon hanefesh. What behaviors and
character traits are standing in the way of that victory? Identifying
these obstacles will guide you in making the right choices to win
your personal battle with the Yetzer Hara.
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	In the merit of our soldiers and hostages
	Parshat Ki Teitzei stands out as one of the more well known parshiyot because we read the end of the parsha on the Shabbat before Purim. The Torah commands us to remember what Amalek did to us, how they had the audacity to wage war against us, shortly after leaving Egypt. The Torah describes how they attacked the weak and tired among us ‘and they did not fear Elokim.’ The Netziv explains that this phrase is a reference to the weak and tired of the Jews, those who did not fear Hashem, making them vulnerable to Amalek’s attack. The paragraph in the Torah that directly precedes the episode of Amalek, is the one where the Torah commands us to not use false weights and measures to cheat others in business. Rashi comments that Amalek comes as a  result of the sin of using false and inaccurate measures in order to steal from others. The Netziv asks, as there was no commerce conducted by the people in the desert, how could that have been the cause of Amalek’s attacks!
	He answers that Rashi is explaining that the underlying flaw of the sin of using false weights, is one of emunah. A Jew who feels the need to cheat in order to make parnassah, is one who obviously doesn’t have proper faith in Hashem’s ability to provide for him in honest ways. This sin of doubting Hashem’s abilities, of testing Hashem, of questioning whether He lives within our midst, is the fuel that Amalek feeds on. This is why, according to the Netziv, Amalek was able to only attack those who were weak in faith, those who did not “fear” Hashem. Those who didn’t feel Hashem’s presence in their lives were the one’s who were vulnerable. The objective of Rosh Hashana is to proclaim and truly believe that Hashem is our King and that He controls our lives. If we can strengthen our beliefs and reach a sincere level of acceptance of Him as King, then we will weaken the powers of Amalek and please G-d, bring this terrible war to a speedy end!

	Learning From War
	Rabbi Isaac Bernstein
	In both last week’s and this week’s parsha, we read the same phrase: "Ki Seitzei Lamilchama Al Oivecha", "When you go out to war against your enemy." The Ohr Hachaim HaKadosh explains that beyond its literal meaning, this pasuk is also referring to the spiritual battle each of us wages against our Yetzer Hara. The Torah's comparison of our inner struggles to a war teaches us important lessons about how we should approach our Yetzer Hara—just like a physical war, we need to strategize and prepare for battle. Step 1: Recognize that you're fighting a war. If you’re walking on the battlefield but acting as if you’re taking a leisurely stroll, you are in grave danger. Rav Chatzkel Levenstein zt”l warns that the most dangerous illness is one you don’t even realize you have. Similarly, in spiritual matters, the first step is recognizing that there’s a battle to be fought. If you’re unaware of the work that needs to be done, you’ve already lost the war before it’s begun. Awareness of the struggle is the key to engaging with it. Step 2: Know your enemy. Every army is different, and each enemy employs unique tactics.
	The strategies that work against one army may not succeed against another. In war, you study your opponent’s strengths, weaknesses, and likely moves so that you can anticipate and counteract them. The same is true with our Yetzer Hara. Each person’s Yetzer Hara attacks in different ways, so you need to understand your own specific challenges. You need to know your Yetzer Hara better than it knows you! Step 3: Define what victory looks like. No army fights without a clear vision of what success means. If the military lacks a goal, they’ll make reckless decisions along the way. But with a clear picture of victory, every choice can be evaluated—will this decision help us win the war? We often approach our struggles with the Yetzer Hara backwards. We focus on our mistakes and try to fix them, hoping we’ll come out better on the other side. But instead, we should take a lesson from warfare: First, envision what victory looks like. Before doing a cheshbon hanefesh, ask yourself: Who do I want to become by the end of this teshuva process? What kind of person do I aspire to be? What does my ideal avodas Hashem look like? Once you have that vision, you can begin your cheshbon hanefesh. What behaviors and character traits are standing in the way of that victory? Identifying these obstacles will guide you in making the right choices to win your personal battle with the Yetzer Hara.
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