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The first Rashi in Bereishit describes our claim to the land of Israel.
We and the entire world need to know that Hashem, as the creator
of the Heavens and Earth, has the right to give the land of Israel to
whichever nation He deems suitable. He chose us and therefore our
connection to the land is Divinely ordained and irrefutable.

What is so special about this piece of land that Hashem cares who
occupies it? Surely all lands on Earth were created by Hashem. Is
there really such a difference between lIsrael and Uganda as to
which land to call “home” to the Jewish people?

The answer? Of course there is, for we believe that not all lands
were created equally! Eretz Yisrael, the land of Israel, is known as a
“holy” land and therefore the Jewish people, described in the Torah
as a “holy” people, are tailor made to live in the land of Israel rather
than in a regular piece of land somewhere else on the globe.

What makes this land holier than all others? Is it just that it’s history
is more lofty than in other places? The fact that Avraham, Yitzchak
and Yaakov put down roots here, that Yitzchak was offered on
Mount Moriah, is that what makes the land holy? These events
certainly enhance the holiness of the land, but is there an intrinsic
holiness built into the DNA of this land that sets it apart from all
others?

The answer | believe is to be found in this week’s parsha of Eikev.
We read the second paragraph of the Shema in the Parsha and it

promises that if we listen to the words of the Torah and fulfill the
mitzvot, we will receive blessed rain in its proper time, thereby
bringing a bounty of material prosperity to the land. Just prior to
these words, the Torah states how the land of Israel is not like the
land of Egypt which contained an abundance of natural water
sources. Egypt’s prosperity came from the ever flowing waters of
the Nile and other rivers. They had no need for rain. The land of
Israel, on the other hand, is a land of mountains and valleys,
without it’s own water sources, thereby requiring continued rain
from the Heavens, from the direct hand of Hashem Himself!

“It is a land that the “eyes” of Hashem are focused upon from the
beginning of the year until the end of the year.”

This | believe, is the foundation upon which lies the holiness of Eretz
Yisrael. It is the only land that Hashem Himself,
constantly. All other lands are governed by ministering angels.
Hashem cares directly for the land of Israel, more than any other
land. This is what makes this land so special, and it can only be lived
in, by a nation who is able to live with Hashem constantly.

Hashem, the holyland Israel, and the Jewish people are one! We are
meant for one another. To the degree that honor this union by
serving Hashem and keeping His mitzvot, Hashem will ensure that
the land of Israel is a source of blessing and not G-d forbid, a source
of hardship and curse.

relates to,

Staying hungryB: B aetan s

“When you have eaten your fill, give thanks to Hashem your G-d for
the good land which He has given you.”

There are only two blessings that are mandated by the Torah; one is
the grace after meals blessing. The second is the blessing that is
recited before the communal Torah reading or individual Torah study.
All the other blessing were established at a later time by the Men of
the Great Assembly and are thereby not Torah level blessings.

If the purpose of saying a blessing is to show our gratitude to G-d, why
then does the Torah only require that we recite a blessing after the
meal, but not before? Similarly, why is the blessing on Torah study
only mandated before and not after?

The Meshekh Chokhma points out a brilliant insight. It is human
nature that when we become satiated, we can easily forget G-d. As
stated in the Torah, "When you have eaten your fill, and have built
fine houses to live in..beware lest your heart grow haughty and you
forget Hashem your G-d—who freed you from the land of Egypt, the
house of bondage.”(Deuteronomy 8:12)

When we enjoy material prosperity, we feel that we don’t need G-d
anymore, that we can take care of ourselves without Him. As the verse
says, ‘Yeshurun grew fat and kicked.” (Devarim 32:15) The Talmud
states that Rabbi Oshaya said: This is comparable to a person who had
a lean, but large-limbed cow. At one point, he fed it lupines, a choice
food, and soon thereafter the cow was kicking him. He said to the
cow: Who caused you to begin kicking me if not the lupines | fed you?
Here, too, the sin was caused by an abundance of good. Since material
abundance brings a spiritual danger of abandoning G-d, the Torah
mandates a blessing after meals, to cope with the spiritual danger of
being satiated. But before we eat, when

we are hungry for food, there isn't as great a need to remind us that
we are dependent on G-d since we can feel it in our empty stomachs.
However, with regard to the blessing before Torah study, it is exactly
the opposite. There is a blessing before the study of Torah but not
after. Why? The blessing on the Torah comes to offset a similar type
of danger. When a person study’s Torah he can do it for his own self-
glorification. The Torah may be a way for him to feel better than
others, or to earn him esteem from his community. It may just be
another type of wisdom if he doesn’t mention that it’s for Hashem’s
sake. As stated in the Talmud (Nedarim 81a), “Who is the wise man,
that he may understand this? And who is he to whom the mouth of
the Lord has spoken, that he may declare it? Why has the land been
lost and laid waste like a wilderness, so that none passes through?”
(Jeremiah 9:11). None could answer the question until Hashem
Himself explained it, as it is stated in the next verse: “And the Lord
says: Because they have forsaken My Torah which | set before them”
(Jeremiah 9:12).

Rav Yehuda says in the name of Rav that this does not mean the
Jewish people ceased studying Torah altogether; rather, they did not
recite a blessing on the Torah prior to its study, as they did not regard
Torah study as a sacred endeavor.

The Ran elucidates that the Torah was not important for them to bless
on it. That is, they didn’t study it for its own sake but for their own
selfish needs. This is why the Torah commands us to recite a blessing
on the Torah!

The blessing is meant to remind us that the study of Torah is for the
sake of G-d, not for our own sake. But once we study the Torah and
internalize it, we don’t need to recite a blessing after the study, for we
have already tasted eternal life and will not succumb to our selfish
needs.
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	Issue 47
	The first Rashi in Bereishit describes our claim to the land of Israel. We and the entire world need to know that Hashem, as the creator of the Heavens and Earth, has the right to give the land of Israel to whichever nation He deems suitable. He chose us and therefore our connection to the land is Divinely ordained and irrefutable. What is so special about this piece of land that Hashem cares who occupies it? Surely all lands on Earth were created by Hashem. Is there really such a difference between Israel and Uganda as to which land to call “home” to the Jewish people? The answer? Of course there is, for we believe that not all lands were created equally! Eretz Yisrael, the land of Israel, is known as a “holy” land and therefore the Jewish people, described in the Torah as a “holy” people, are tailor made to live in the land of Israel rather than in a regular piece of land somewhere else on the globe. What makes this land holier than all others? Is it just that it’s history is more lofty than in other places? The fact that Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov put down roots here, that Yitzchak was offered on Mount Moriah, is that what makes the land holy? These events certainly enhance the holiness of the land, but is there an intrinsic holiness built into the DNA of this land that sets it apart from all others? The answer I believe is to be found in this week’s parsha of Eikev. We read the second paragraph of the Shema in the Parsha and it
	promises that if we listen to the words of the Torah and fulfill the mitzvot, we will receive blessed rain in its proper time, thereby bringing a bounty of material prosperity to the land. Just prior to these words, the Torah states how the land of Israel is not like the land of Egypt which contained an abundance of natural water sources. Egypt’s prosperity came from the ever flowing waters of the Nile and other rivers. They had no need for rain. The land of Israel, on the other hand, is a land of mountains and valleys, without it’s own water sources, thereby requiring continued rain from the Heavens, from the direct hand of Hashem Himself! “It is a land that the “eyes” of Hashem are focused upon from the beginning of the year until the end of the year.” This I believe, is the foundation upon which lies the holiness of Eretz Yisrael. It is the only land that Hashem Himself, relates to, constantly. All other lands are governed by ministering angels. Hashem cares directly for the land of Israel, more than any other land. This is what makes this land so special, and it can only be lived in, by a nation who is able to live with Hashem constantly. Hashem, the holyland Israel, and the Jewish people are one! We are meant for one another. To the degree that honor this union by serving Hashem and keeping His mitzvot, Hashem will ensure that the land of Israel is a source of blessing and not G-d forbid, a source of hardship and curse.
	Staying hungry
	Rav Guy Dvir
	we are hungry for food, there isn't as great a need to remind us that we are dependent on G-d since we can feel it in our empty stomachs. However, with regard to the blessing before Torah study, it is exactly the opposite. There is a blessing before the study of Torah but not after. Why? The blessing on the Torah comes to offset a similar type of danger. When a person study’s Torah he can do it for his own self-glorification. The Torah may be a way for him to feel better than others, or to earn him esteem from his community. It may just be another type of wisdom if he doesn’t mention that it’s for Hashem’s sake.  As stated in the Talmud (Nedarim 81a), “Who is the wise man, that he may understand this? And who is he to whom the mouth of the Lord has spoken, that he may declare it? Why has the land been lost and laid waste like a wilderness, so that none passes through?” (Jeremiah 9:11). None could answer the question until Hashem Himself explained it, as it is stated in the next verse: “And the Lord says: Because they have forsaken My Torah which I set before them” (Jeremiah 9:12). Rav Yehuda says in the name of Rav that this does not mean the Jewish people ceased studying Torah altogether; rather, they did not recite a blessing on the Torah prior to its study, as they did not regard Torah study as a sacred endeavor. The Ran elucidates that the Torah was not important for them to bless on it. That is, they didn’t study it for its own sake but for their own selfish needs. This is why the Torah commands us to recite a blessing on the Torah! The blessing is meant to remind us that the study of Torah is for the sake of G-d, not for our own sake. But once we study the Torah and internalize it, we don’t need to recite a blessing after the study, for we have already tasted eternal life and will not succumb to our selfish needs.
	“When you have eaten your fill, give thanks to Hashem your G-d for the good land which He has given you.” There are only two blessings that are mandated by the Torah; one is the grace after meals blessing. The second is the blessing that is recited before the communal Torah reading or individual Torah study. All the other blessing were established at a later time by the Men of the Great Assembly and are thereby not Torah level blessings.  If the purpose of saying a blessing is to show our gratitude to G-d, why then does the Torah only require that we recite a blessing after the meal, but not before? Similarly, why is the blessing on Torah study only mandated before and not after? The Meshekh Chokhma points out a brilliant insight. It is human nature that when we become satiated, we can easily forget G-d. As stated in the Torah, "When you have eaten your fill, and have built fine houses to live in…beware lest your heart grow haughty and you forget Hashem your G-d—who freed you from the land of Egypt, the house of bondage.”(Deuteronomy 8:12)  When we enjoy material prosperity, we feel that we don’t need G-d anymore, that we can take care of ourselves without Him. As the verse says, ‘Yeshurun grew fat and kicked.” (Devarim 32:15) The Talmud states that Rabbi Oshaya said: This is comparable to a person who had a lean, but large-limbed cow. At one point, he fed it lupines, a choice food, and soon thereafter the cow was kicking him. He said to the cow: Who caused you to begin kicking me if not the lupines I fed you? Here, too, the sin was caused by an abundance of good. Since material abundance brings a spiritual danger of  abandoning G-d, the Torah mandates a blessing after meals, to cope with the spiritual danger of being satiated. But before we eat, when
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