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By far, the most gripping paragraph in the Rambam’s Hilchot Teshuva,
Laws of Teshuva section of his magnum opus, is the one that
describes the reason behind the mitzvah of blowing the shofar on
Rosh Hashanal!

The Rambam writes, “Even though the mitzvah of Shofar is a Biblical
decree, there is a hint of reason to it, as if to say, ‘Wake up you
sleepy ones and examine your ways, return in repentance, and
remember your Creator.” This refers to those who forget life’s truth
by wasting time on silly things, on occupying themselves with things
that don’t matter. Take heed of your souls and improve your ways.
Let each person leave his negative patterns and improper thoughts.”
In other words, the Shofar is meant to act as a spiritual alarm clock!
This alarm is meant to wake us up to do teshuva and to remember
our Creator. But what teshuva are we meant to do on Rosh Hashana?
If we look at the machzor of Rosh Hashana, we do not find any
mention of teshuva, except in the Avinu Malkeinu prayer where one
of the stanzas asks Hashem to return us to Him with teshuva.

If we look at the climactic prayer of Rosh Hashana, the mussaf prayer,
we find themes of Kingship, Remembrances and Moshiach (Shofarot)
but we do not find any theme of doing teshuva! There is no Vidui,
confession or thoughts of remorse in our ritual. What teshuva then, is
the Rambam referring to when he describes the shofar as a call to
teshuva? The answer is that the teshuva of Rosh Hashana is not the
teshuva of “erasing” our sins. That form of teshuva is reserved for the
other days leading up to and including Yom Kippur. Yom Kippur is the
celestial “washing machine” that we hope will cleanse us of the sins
of our past. Rosh Hashana, however, is meant to focus on the present
and future. The teshuva of Rosh Hashana is meant to be a teshuva, a
return, to a healthier attitude. It is a returning of our heart and mind
to Hashem! If we look closely at the Rambam’s words, we will notice
that he does not talk about sins or transgressions in regards to our

mission on Rosh Hashana. He describes us as being drowsy and asleep
to the mission we were put here on earth to accomplish. We “forgot
the truth of life, the purpose of life, by being sidelined wasting time
on silly worthless endeavors! A person who is asleep cannot
remember his Creator, for when sleeping, he can’t remember anyone!
So the first step of returning is to wake up and remember what are
purpose and goals are as Jews.

Imagine being granted a one hour “all you can grab” bonanza at
Tiffany’s! You can grab any items in the entire department store for
60 minutes, free of charge! You are so excited that you quickly run
from department to department, as you make your way to the
jewelry section where the real treasures are. On your way, you pass
the most plush and gorgeous beds you’ve ever seen and you lay down
for a quick moment, to savor the luxurious bedding, before heading
to the jewelry department. Imagine your horror when you wake up 58
minutes later, realizing that the 60 minutes are up and you leave the
store empty handed. How devastating is that? All of the jewels of
Tiffany’s was within your reach and you squandered that opportunity
on a nap!!

This is what the Rambam is referring to when he says that the Shofar
is meant to wake us up. It is not meant to wake us up into doing the
“confessional” type of teshuva. That is for Yom Kippur. The teshuva of
Rosh Hashana is just to wake up and “smell the coffee!” The rest will
fall into place later. The purpose of Rosh Hashana is to realize that life
for a Jew, a life of Torah and Mitzvot, is like unlimited access to
Tiffany’s with priceless jewels for the taking.

Let’s not sleep through life, squandering the precious opportunities
to grab the spiritual riches that life has to offer! May the shofar wake
us up, so that we may rush out of bed, and run, not walk, to shul so
that we may crown Hashem King over the world and over our lives.
Only then can the bonanza of gathering life’s treasures truly begin!

The Call of the Shofar R’ Binyamin Rosenberg

Of the three "themes" of Rosh Hashanah that we mention in Mussaf,
the shofar takes a very prominent position. The whole day is referred
to by the Torah as Yom Teruah- a day of shofar blowing. The other
two "themes" Malchuyos- Kingship, and Zichronos- Reckoning, also
seem to hinge on the shofar, as the Gemara says "recite Malchuyos to
crown me as king over yourselves, Zichronos so that you should be
remembered before me for good, and through what? through the
shofar". How does the shofar accomplish this?

Interestingly, the pesukim we say in Mussaf about the shofar seem to
have nothing to do with Rosh Hashanah! The ones from Ketuvim are
about Hashem's kingship, which is appropriate. But the pesukim from
the Chumash are about the shofar that was blown at the giving of the
Torah at Sinai, and the ones from Neviim are about the shofar at the
end of days and the coming of Mashiach?

Perhaps we can explain that the pesukim are telling us what the
shofar is all about.

The sound of the shofar is like a bugle calling the soldiers to arms. But
to what goal? And how should they accomplish their mission?

Our goal is to bring Mashiach at which stage the whole world will
recognize Hashem as the true king. The way to do this is by following
the instructions we received at Har Sinai. The shofar blowing calls us
to accept our mission of keeping the Torah and following the mitzvos
with the goal of bringing about the end of days. That is how we crown
Hashem as our king, and the eventual recognized king over all beings.
Through this we will merit to be remembered before Him for a good
year.
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	Issue 53
	By far, the most gripping paragraph in the Rambam’s Hilchot Teshuva, Laws of Teshuva section of his magnum opus, is the one that describes the reason behind the mitzvah of blowing the shofar on Rosh Hashana! The Rambam writes, “Even though the mitzvah of Shofar is a Biblical decree, there is a hint of reason to it, as if to say, ‘Wake up you sleepy ones and examine your ways, return in repentance, and remember your Creator.’ This refers to those who forget life’s truth by wasting time on silly things, on occupying themselves with things that don’t matter. Take heed of your souls and improve your ways. Let each person leave his negative patterns and improper thoughts.” In other words, the Shofar is meant to act as a spiritual alarm clock! This alarm is meant to wake us up to do teshuva and to remember our Creator. But what teshuva are we meant to do on Rosh Hashana? If we look at the machzor of Rosh Hashana, we do not find any mention of teshuva, except in the Avinu Malkeinu prayer where one of the stanzas asks Hashem to return us to Him with teshuva.  If we look at the climactic prayer of Rosh Hashana, the mussaf prayer, we find themes of Kingship, Remembrances and Moshiach (Shofarot) but we do not find any theme of doing teshuva! There is no Vidui, confession or thoughts of remorse in our ritual. What teshuva then, is the Rambam referring to when he describes the shofar as a call to teshuva? The answer is that the teshuva of Rosh Hashana is not the teshuva of “erasing” our sins. That form of teshuva is reserved for the other days leading up to and including Yom Kippur. Yom Kippur is the celestial “washing machine” that we hope will cleanse us of the sins of our past. Rosh Hashana, however, is meant to focus on the present and future. The teshuva of Rosh Hashana is meant to be a teshuva, a return, to a healthier attitude. It is a returning of our heart and mind to Hashem! If we look closely at the Rambam’s words, we will notice that he does   not talk about sins or transgressions in regards to our
	mission on Rosh Hashana. He describes us as being drowsy and asleep to the mission we were put here on earth to accomplish. We “forgot the truth of life, the purpose of life, by being sidelined wasting time on silly worthless endeavors! A person who is asleep cannot remember his Creator, for when sleeping, he can’t remember anyone! So the first step of returning is to wake up and remember what are purpose and goals are as Jews.  Imagine being granted a one hour “all you can grab” bonanza at Tiffany’s! You can grab any items in the entire department store for 60 minutes, free of charge! You are so excited that you quickly run from department to department, as you make your way to the jewelry section where the real treasures are. On your way, you pass the most plush and gorgeous beds you’ve ever seen and you lay down for a quick moment, to savor the luxurious bedding, before heading to the jewelry department. Imagine your horror when you wake up 58 minutes later, realizing that the 60 minutes are up and you leave the store empty handed. How devastating is that? All of the jewels of Tiffany’s was within your reach and you squandered that opportunity on a nap!! This is what the Rambam is referring to when he says that the Shofar is meant to wake us up. It is not meant to wake us up into doing the “confessional” type of teshuva. That is for Yom Kippur. The teshuva of Rosh Hashana is just to wake up and “smell the coffee!” The rest will fall into place later. The purpose of Rosh Hashana is to realize that life for a Jew, a life of Torah and Mitzvot, is like unlimited access to Tiffany’s with priceless jewels for the taking. Let’s not sleep through life, squandering the precious opportunities to grab the spiritual riches that life has to offer! May the shofar wake us up, so that we may rush out of bed, and run, not walk, to shul so that we may crown Hashem King over the world and over our lives. Only then can the bonanza of gathering life’s treasures truly begin!

	The Call of the Shofar
	R’ Binyamin Rosenberg
	Of the three "themes" of Rosh Hashanah that we mention in Mussaf, the shofar takes a very prominent position. The whole day is referred to by the Torah as Yom Teruah- a day of shofar blowing. The other two "themes" Malchuyos- Kingship, and Zichronos- Reckoning, also seem to hinge on the shofar, as the Gemara says "recite Malchuyos to crown me as king over yourselves, Zichronos so that you should be remembered before me for good, and through what? through the shofar". How does the shofar accomplish this? Interestingly, the pesukim we say in Mussaf about the shofar seem to have nothing to do with Rosh Hashanah! The ones from Ketuvim are about Hashem's kingship, which is appropriate. But the pesukim from the Chumash are about the shofar that was blown at the giving of the Torah at Sinai, and the ones from Neviim are about the shofar at the end of days and the coming of Mashiach? Perhaps we can explain that the pesukim are telling us what the shofar is all about. The sound of the shofar is like a bugle calling the soldiers to arms. But to what goal? And how should they accomplish their mission?
	Our goal is to bring Mashiach at which stage the whole world will recognize Hashem as the true king. The way to do this is by following the instructions we received at Har Sinai. The shofar blowing calls us to accept our mission of keeping the Torah and following the mitzvos with the goal of bringing about the end of days. That is how we crown Hashem as our king, and the eventual recognized king over all beings. Through this we will merit to be remembered before Him for a good year.
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