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“And these are the laws that you are to place before them.” This The laws that are listed in this week’s parsha, however, seem minor
first verse of Parshat Mishpatim creates a bridge between last compared to them. We are given the laws of how to treat slaves,
week’s parsha and this week’s parsha. Had the Torah not began the how not to cause damage, laws involving petty theft, how to treat
first verse with the word “and”, we would have understood these neighbors, etc. Put simply, we can classify most of the Ten
two parshiyot to be separate. Rashi explains that by adding the Commandments as mitzvot between Man and G-d, and we can
word “and”, the Torah is telling us that just as the Ten classify the mitzvot in Mishpatim as those between Man and Man.
Commandments, from last week’s reading, were given to us at Rashiis teaching us that the laws governing Man and Man are just as
Mount Sinai, so too were the laws found in this week’s parsha of important as the Ten Commandments. The Torah was concerned that
Mishpatim. we would not take the laws of Bein Adam L’chaveiro, of Man and
The question that commentators ask is why we need the word Man, seriously, because they are laws that we are anyway inclined to
“and” to teach me this. Surely the entire Torah was given at Mount keep based on common decency. The Torah wants us to keep these
Sinai! In fact, the Jewish people encamped at Mount Sinai for close laws, not because they play into our natural sense of morality, but
to one full year, whereupon they were taught the entire Torah. because they are the will of Hashem, no different than keeping
What added purpose does the connective word “and” then come to  Shabbat, keeping kosher or wearing tefillin.
teach? When we observe the laws of Mishpatim out of a sense of religious
The Siftei Chachamim explains that Rashi is not coming to tell us duty and not merely as a moral duty, Hashem is giving us further
that these laws were given at Sinai over the course of the year, for opportunities to draw close to Him.
all of the mitzvot were given throughout this time. Rather, Rashi is We recite at the end of davening, the passage of Rabi Chananiyah
connecting this parsha to last week’s in order to tell us that the ben Akasha, “Hashem wanted to bestow merit upon His people, so
laws found in the parsha were actually given to us at the same time He gave them an abundance of Torah and mitzvot.” What this means
as the Ten Commandments. The Ten Commandments were given to is that Hashem wanted to give us an abundance of mitzvot in order
Moshe, verbally, on Shavuot, the seventh of Sivan. Moshe then to draw close to Him, thereby gaining eternity, by turning basic

went up the mountain to Hashem for 40 days and 40 nights to
receive the rest of the mitzvot verbally, and to receive the hewn
tablets containing the Ten Commandments. The remaining mitzvot
the Jewish people received after the initial 40 day period. The laws
of Mishpatim they received on the day of Shavuot together with the
mitzvot contained within the Ten Commandments.

What message is the Torah, according to Rashi, trying to convey?
The Torah is teaching us that the laws found in this week’s parsha
are as important as the Ten Commandments themselves!

We tend to view the Ten Commandments as the most primary and
important mitzvot to keep. They are ideas that define our Judaism.
Belief in Hashem, honoring parents, observing the Shabbat, etc.

moral conduct into acts of mitzvot.

Had the laws of Mishpatim not been given to us at Mount Sinai as a
part of Torah, we would most probably fulfill them anyway out of a
sense of humanity, but we would not be rewarded for them since
they would not have been commandments of Hashem. By turning all
of these normal behaviors into mitzvot, Hashem affords us the
opportunity to do thousands of mitzvot that will earn us reward in
this world and in the world-to-come! Not only did Hashem make
these behaviors mitzvot, spiritual gold-mines, He even gave them
together with the Ten Commandments, showing us that they are not
light mitzvot, but super powerful ones that represent the greatest
heights a Jew can aspire to!

Rabbi David Lapin Ravin kehillat KBA shul
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Why is the legal system of Mishpattim juxtaposed with laws of the
Mizbeach (altar)? To teach that the Sanhedrin should meet
alongside the Mizbeach. Torah Law and Ritual are one integrated
system: Ritual is governed by Law and is infused into Law. Judges
are referred to as 0'pI7N, the same word used for Hashem Himself.
One may not take one’s disputes to a non-Jewish court even if they
will decide the case according to Halacha. When we stand before a
Beit Din we are as if in Hashem’s presence. The experience is
religious as much as it is legal or commercial. Opening with the word
“And” the Parsha indicates that not only is there juxtaposition with
the end of the previous Parsha, but there is continuity. The previous
parsha ends with the law that a ramp should lead up to the
‘L Mizbeach, not steps. The Mizbeach represents a quintessential
religious ritual, whereas Mishpattim deals with law. How does one
flow from the other? Bar Kapparah explains (Sanhedrin 7b) that just
as the process of elevation and growth in the spiritual, religious area
should be incremental, one step at a time, so judges should consider
their cases carefully, one step at a time.

This is also articulated in Pirkei Avot (1:1) “I'Ta D'2IMn un - Be
balanced in judgement.”We tend to jump to conclusions both in
matters of disputes and in matters of religion. We often feel sure that
we know the right thing to do, without considering the circumstance
very carefully.

We rush to outcome without due process. The staircase to the
Mizbeach reminds us to take the time to process our steps in spiritual
growth as well as our decisions in Law. The view from the Sanhedrin
Chamber is of the Mizbeach, reminding them of the importance of
deliberate process in their determinations.
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	DON'T JUMP TO CO﻿NCLUSIONS
	“And these are the laws that you are to place before them.” This first verse of Parshat Mishpatim creates a bridge between last week’s parsha and this week’s parsha. Had the Torah not began the first verse with the word “and”, we would have understood these two parshiyot to be separate. Rashi explains that by adding the word “and”, the Torah is telling us that just as the Ten Commandments, from last week’s reading, were given to us at Mount Sinai, so too were the laws found in this week’s parsha of Mishpatim. The question that commentators ask is why we need the word “and” to teach me this. Surely the entire Torah was given at Mount Sinai! In fact, the Jewish people encamped at Mount Sinai for close to one full year, whereupon they were taught the entire Torah. What added purpose does the connective word “and” then come to teach? The Siftei Chachamim explains that Rashi is not coming to tell us that these laws were given at Sinai over the course of the year, for all of the mitzvot were given throughout this time. Rather, Rashi is connecting this parsha to last week’s in order to tell us that the laws found in the parsha were actually given to us at the same time as the Ten Commandments. The Ten Commandments were given to Moshe, verbally, on Shavuot, the seventh of Sivan. Moshe then went up the mountain to Hashem for 40 days and 40 nights to receive the rest of the mitzvot verbally, and to receive the hewn tablets containing the Ten Commandments. The remaining mitzvot the Jewish people received after the initial 40 day period. The laws of Mishpatim they received on the day of Shavuot together with the mitzvot contained within the Ten Commandments. What message is the Torah, according to Rashi, trying to convey? The Torah is teaching us that the laws found in this week’s parsha are as important as the Ten Commandments themselves! We tend to view the Ten Commandments as the most primary and important mitzvot to keep. They are ideas that define our Judaism. Belief in Hashem, honoring parents, observing the Shabbat, etc.
	The laws that are listed in this week’s parsha, however,  seem minor compared to them. We are given the laws of how to treat slaves, how not to cause damage, laws involving petty theft, how to treat neighbors, etc. Put simply, we can classify most of the Ten Commandments as mitzvot between Man and G-d, and we can classify the mitzvot in Mishpatim as those between Man and Man. Rashi is teaching us that the laws governing Man and Man are just as important as the Ten Commandments. The Torah was concerned that we would not take the laws of Bein Adam L’chaveiro, of Man and Man, seriously, because they are laws that we are anyway inclined to keep based on common decency. The Torah wants us to keep these laws, not because they play into our natural sense of morality, but because they are the will of Hashem, no different than keeping Shabbat, keeping kosher or wearing tefillin. When we observe the laws of Mishpatim out of a sense of religious duty and not merely as a moral duty, Hashem is giving us further opportunities to draw close to Him. We recite at the end of davening, the passage of Rabi Chananiyah ben Akasha, “Hashem wanted to bestow merit upon His people, so He gave them an abundance of Torah and mitzvot.” What this means is that Hashem wanted to give us an abundance of mitzvot in order to draw close to Him, thereby gaining eternity, by turning basic moral conduct into acts of mitzvot. Had the laws of Mishpatim not been given to us at Mount Sinai as a part of Torah, we would most probably fulfill them anyway out of a sense of humanity, but we would not be rewarded for them since they would not have been commandments of Hashem. By turning all of these normal behaviors into mitzvot, Hashem affords us the opportunity to do thousands of mitzvot that will earn us reward in this world and in the world-to-come! Not only did Hashem make these behaviors mitzvot, spiritual gold-mines, He even gave them together with the Ten Commandments, showing us that they are not light mitzvot, but super powerful ones that represent the greatest heights a Jew can aspire to!

	Rabbi David Lapin
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