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:‘ In loving memory of Joshua Carr 2"l on his second Yartzheit

Our Parsha opens with the strange expression, “And it was at
the "keitz”, end, of two years and Paroah dreamed a dream.”

The Sifsei Chachamim explains that the choice of words
implies that Paroah’s dream was calculated to coincide with
exactly two years from a certain event. What was that event?

Rashi explains at the end of last week’s parsha, that Yosef was
meant to come out of prison (for a crime he did not commit)
at the time that the butler and baker dreamt their dreams.
But because Yosef told the butler to mention his plight to
Paroah, Hashem punished Yosef with another two years in
prison.

Yosef should have realized that the unlikelihood that a butler
of Paroah would turn to a lowly Jewish slave to interpret his
dream, was a sign from Hashem that Yosef's freedom was
imminent, without Yosef having to ask the butler to
remember him to Paroah.

On some very high level of faith, Yosef was out of line for
involving himself in his own release by making this request of
the butler and therefore Yosef needed to spend another two
years in prison, until he learned beyond the shadow of any
doubt that his freedom was entirely in Hashem’s hand and
not in his own hands.

The opening words in this week’s parsha come to tell us that
Hashem calculated the extra two years with the utmost
precision. Only Hashem knew how much extra time Yosef
needed to be imprisoned in order to atone for his slight in
faith, and not an extra second was added to his required
sentence.

In fact, some commentators explain that Paroah actually
dreamt the same dream every single night of the last two
years, yet is was only this time that he remembered the
dreams upon awakening.

This teaches us that Yosef’'s redemption was already in play,
waiting to be actualized over the past two years, and it was
only due to Yosef’s unreadiness, that his redemption did not
blossom sooner.

We learn from this episode that everything that happens to
us in this world, for good or for bad, has been carefully
calculated and determined by Hashem for our own good.

If Hashem deems it necessary that one needs to suffer
difficulty like Yosef, then He relieves that difficulty the
millisecond it is no longer required. He does not allow us to
suffer one iota more than is necessary. This is why the Torah
uses the word “mikeitz”, to imply that the end of Yosef’s
added punishment was complete, and now the catalyst for
redemption, Paroah’s dream, is suddenly remembered when
he awakens!

We learn another amazing insight from this parsha. If you
were asked how long, if at all possible, would it take for a
famous criminal who was serving a life sentence in jail, to
work his way up to becoming president of the United States, |
am sure the answer would not be a single day!

Yet, Yosef went from being the most infamous criminal in
Egypt to president of the Empire in a single day!

Hashem not only has the power to relieve our suffering in a
millisecond, He also has the power to elevate us and make us
victorious in a single day. As we read in Hallel, “He lifts us up
from poverty, raises us from the ash heaps of history to the
pinnacle!”

This was illustrated in the miracle of Chanukah and will also,
please G-d, be seen in our current battles as we vanquish the
evils that threaten to annihilate us.

There is a “keitz”, a time, for everything. There is a calculated
time for war and a calculated time for salvation. Let’s pray it
comes soon!

There is a “keitz” for how long we live in this world too. For
reasons we can’t fathom, Joshua Carr left this world as a pure
soul, at the tender age of 22 years old. Hashem allocated the
exact number of years, months, days and seconds to Joshua
that was required in order to fulfill the mission for which he
was created. We miss him dearly and wish the Carr family a
keitz to their sorrow and pray that they should only
experience nachas and joy from their entire family!
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	Our Parsha opens with the strange expression, “And it was at the ”keitz”, end, of two years and Paroah dreamed a dream.” The Sifsei Chachamim explains that the choice of words implies that Paroah’s dream was calculated to coincide with exactly two years from a certain event. What was that event? Rashi explains at the end of last week’s parsha, that Yosef was meant to come out of prison (for a crime he did not commit) at the time that the butler and baker dreamt their dreams. But because Yosef told the butler to mention his plight to Paroah, Hashem punished Yosef with another two years in prison. Yosef should have realized that the unlikelihood that a butler of Paroah would turn to a lowly Jewish slave to interpret his dream, was a sign from Hashem that Yosef’s freedom was imminent, without Yosef having to ask the butler to remember him to Paroah. On some very high level of faith, Yosef was out of line for involving himself in his own release by making this request of the butler and therefore Yosef needed to spend another two years in prison, until he learned beyond the shadow of any doubt that his freedom was entirely in Hashem’s hand and not in his own hands. The opening words in this week’s parsha come to tell us that Hashem calculated the extra two years with the utmost precision. Only Hashem knew how much extra time Yosef needed to be imprisoned in order to atone for his slight in faith, and not an extra second was added to his required sentence. In fact, some commentators explain that Paroah actually dreamt the same dream every single night of the last two years, yet is was only this time that he remembered the dreams upon awakening. This teaches us that Yosef’s redemption was already in play, waiting to be actualized over the past two years, and it was only due to Yosef’s unreadiness, that his redemption did not blossom sooner.
	We learn from this episode that everything that happens to us in this world, for good or for bad, has been carefully calculated and determined by Hashem for our own good. If Hashem deems it necessary that one needs to suffer difficulty like Yosef, then He relieves that difficulty the millisecond it is no longer required. He does not allow us to suffer one iota more than is necessary. This is why the Torah uses the word “mikeitz”, to imply that the end of Yosef’s added punishment was complete, and now the catalyst for redemption, Paroah’s dream, is suddenly remembered when he awakens! We learn another amazing insight from this parsha. If you were asked how long, if at all possible, would it take for a famous criminal who was serving a life sentence in jail, to work his way up to becoming president of the United States, I am sure the answer would not be a single day! Yet, Yosef went from being the most infamous criminal in Egypt to president of the Empire in a single day!  Hashem not only has the power to relieve our suffering in a millisecond, He also has the power to elevate us and make us victorious in a single day. As we read in Hallel, “He lifts us up from poverty, raises us from the ash heaps of history to the pinnacle!” This was illustrated in the miracle of Chanukah and will also, please G-d, be seen in our current battles as we vanquish the evils that threaten to annihilate us. There is a “keitz”, a time, for everything. There is a calculated time for war and a calculated time for salvation. Let’s pray it comes soon! There is a “keitz” for how long we live in this world too. For reasons we can’t fathom, Joshua Carr left this world as a pure soul, at the tender age of 22 years old. Hashem allocated the exact number of years, months, days and seconds to Joshua that was required in order to fulfill the mission for which he was created. We miss him dearly and wish the Carr family a keitz to their sorrow and pray that they should only experience nachas and joy from their entire family!
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