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A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha

RA'ANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL

by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz
Vayera 5784

Issue 2

The first world war that the world had seen, was not the
one that began in July 1914, but rather it is the one that
raged in this week’s parsha.

This war was waged between two alliances. The alliance of
the four kings and the alliance of the five kings.

The four kings were evil and oppressed the lands of the five
until finally, after twelve years of oppression, the lands of
the five kings rose up against their oppressors for thirteen
years. In the fourteenth year, the four kings conquered
Sodom and Amorrah and took among others, Lot and his
family, as prisoners.

When Avraham heard that his nephew Lot and his family
were taken captive by the four kings, he set out to battle
the mighty kings, solely in order to free Lot and his family.

This story is truly amazing, for Avraham was living peace-
fully, minding his own business, in Alonei Moreh, while Lot
and his nephew had been living down in Sodom. As soon
as he got news that his nephew was captured, he quickly
armed himself together with some of the able bodied men
of his household, and went head-to-head with the four
mighty kings.

The loyalty that Avraham felt toward his nephew was
astounding. Some years prior, Lot’s shepherds began steal-
ing from the land and Avraham chastised him for it. Lot,
unable to live so close to Avraham due to Avraham’s un-
flinching moral code, left to live in the most corrupt and
evil place on earth. Rashi states that it was only because
Lot lived in Sodom that the four kings captured him in the
first place. Had he continued to live with Avraham in Alonei
Moreh, he would not have been taken prisoner and Av-
raham would not have found it necessary to get involved in
a war that wasn’t his.

Avraham could have clearly excused himself by saying that
Lot deserved what he got, for he turned his back on Av-

raham and on Hashem. He was a wicked person who was
not deserving of Avraham’s intervention.

Yet Avraham, the peaceful, mild mannered man, went to
battle to the death in order to free Lot.

Avraham, who was not trained in the art of war, ended up
killing the four mighty, evil kings. Due to the miraculous
nature of his victory, he was afraid that he had used up his
reward in this world and there would be nothing left for
him in the world-to-come. Hashem reassured him that his
reward in the world to come was intact and immense.
Chazal tells us that we, the descendants of Avraham,
Yitzchak and Yaakov, inherited our forefathers’ character
traits and they are imprinted in our very DNA.

When Jews are persecuted, irrespective of whether they
are religious or irreligious, or whether they brought the
troubles on themselves or are blameless, Am Yisrael
comes to their rescue.

Jews may not see eye to eye on many things, and we may
be a quarrelsome group of people, pretesting each other
over a thousand different issues, but when a fellow Jew is
in trouble, then chaveirim kol Yisrael, we are all friends,
and we rush into battle against all odds to come to each
other’s defense, for when our motives are pure, Hashem is
on our side. When Avraham showed that he was willing to
risk his life for his fellow Jew, Hashem came to His aid.

Just as Avraham defeated an evil empire much larger and
more powerful than he, made possible by his unwavering
faith in Hashem with his many acts of chessed, so too
should we, in the merit of our strong Emunah and acts of
chessed, see Hashem’s miraculous assistance and utterly
defeat and annihilate our barbaric evil adversaries with no
loss of life to our brave and wonderful soldiers, our armed
forces, or any other brother or sister.

Am Yisrael Chai!
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