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“Az Yashir Moshe uBnei Yisrael et Hashira Hazot...” This song that
was sung after the splitting of the sea is the hallmark of this coming
Shabbat, also known as Shabbat Shira!

The Shabbat of Song is called so because we read the song of the
sea in this week’s Torah reading.

This song is prefaced with the words, “Az Yashir Moshe...”, “Then
Moshe and the Bnei Yisrael sang” to give praise to Hashem.

The medrash notes that the word “Az”, is a strange word that
appeared in an earlier dialogue that Moshe had with Hashem.
When Moshe had instructed Paroah to let his people go, he had
fully expected Paroah to comply. As.-a response to Moshe’s
demand, not only did Paroah not comply, but he even hardened the
work of the Jewish people, by denying them the straw to make
bricks.

Moshe complained to Hashem that since going to Paroah, Hashem
only caused the slavery to become harsher. Moshe when
complaining to Hashem, used the word “Az”.

The choice of using the same word at the Song of the Sea, was
Moshe’s way of doing teshuva. Moshe, after seeing the amazing
salvation of the Jewish people, apologized to Hashem for doubting
His ways, back when he complained to Him.

What was so special about this word “Az” and why was it the word
that Moshe chose to praise Hashem with?

The Zohar explains that the letter aleph in the word T~ represents
the oneness of Hashem. The letter zayin symbolizes the physical
world that comprises the seven days of the week.

Moshe, by using the word “az” was acknowledging Hashem’s
presence over the physical world.

By using the same word he had used earlier, he was also
acknowledging Hashem’s hand in the harshened slavery that they
experienced after Moshe went to Paroah that first time.

Moshe was telling Hashem how He recognized His involvement not
only in the miracles of salvation, but also in the hardship of slavery.

The Mishna in Pesachim states that anyone who does not recite the
verses of Pesach, Matza, and Maror, does not fuflill his obligation of
Seder night.

The mitzvah of Seder night is to relay the story of Egypt to our
children, as an expression of thanking Hashem for everything He did
for us. The fact that the Mishna includes Maror as one of the items
that we need to express our thanks over, indicates that it is not
enough to appreciate Hashem’s hand in history when things are
going well for us, but to also recognize Hashem’s hand when things
are difficult. But how can we thank Hashem for the hardships when
the hardships are sometimes so painful?

How were the Jewish people able to thank Hashem at the sea when
they still remembered all of the years when life was so terrible?
The answer lies in the “Az Yashir...” The future tense of the word
“yashir” implies that even if life-is too painful to sing now, we will
sing in the future.

In the future Hashem will reveal to us how everything He sent our
way, the good and the bad, were ultimately for our benefit.

The harsh slavery that we suffered in Egypt allowed Hashem to
expedite our redemption. The only reason why we merited the
speedy redemption, symbolized by the Pesach and Matza, was due
to the Maror, the bitterness of the bondage.

Since October 7, Klal Yisrael has experienced daily doses of Maror,
bitterness, in the form of tragic loss of life to our brave and
righteous people. This morning we woke up to news that was too
painful to bear, the loss of 24 righteous souls! We must cry out to
Hashem to end our Maror and to expedite Pesach and Matza!

Just as Hashem used the tool of Maror, of bitterness, to usher in
our exodus, so may Hashem take heed of all that Klal Yisrael has
suffered since the start of this war, and bring our final salvation
speedily, with the building of the third and final Beit Hamikdash, so
that we too will be able to sing a song of thanks to Hashem!

Let the future be now!
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The pasuk states how Moshe caused Israel to journey from the Sea
of Reeds and they went out to the Wilderness of Shur; they went for
a three day period in the Wilderness, but they did not find water.
Rashi tells us that the spoils at the sea were even greater than what
the Jews took from Egypt. In fact the Jews were so busy collecting
treasure they didn’t want to leave, eventually Moshe had to force
them against their will to go! Rav Mordechai (Mottel) Katz %"x1, the
famed Telshe rosh yeshiva is astounded by this Rashi! This is Klal
Yisroel, the nation who having come out of Egypt merited to see
open miracles. They witnessed the ten plagues and the splitting of
the sea. How could it be that they were so taken up with collecting
treasure on the beach that Moshe had to force them to leave
against their will so that they could go and receive the Torah! What
possible worth could shiny pieces of silver and gold have had to
them that they were preferable to receiving the Torah?? Rav Mottel
explains that their exile in Egypt had led to an appreciation and
connection with gashmius, they knew what wealth was and that was
very appealing to them. Once this was a part of their make-up, a

part of their value system,that is who they were. All the sublime

achievements were built on top of their existing natures so when
faced with a choice between unimaginable spiritual growth or more
silver and gold they acted on instinct, in accordance with who they
were. No logic or argument could have dissuaded them, despite
everything in “real life” they just didn’t appreciate the spiritual as
much as the physical, the money was more important and therefore
Moshe had to force them to leave. What comes out from Rav
Mottel’s insight is a foundational principle for life : you only fall to
your lowest level of preparation. The lofty levels achieved by Klal
Yisroel, though sublime, where ultimately a gift from Hashem and
were not earned, were not internalized, and remained superficial at
best. A person may achieve incredible things but if one does not put
in the time and effort to make the lessons learned a real part of who
they are then at the first hurdle they will automatically act on
instinct, reverting back to who they really are despite all they have
achieved! Whether we are looking at things as lofty as emunah and
bitachon in Hashem or things as simple as preparing a speech a
person will always fall to their lowest level of preparation, if we
don’t prepare when we have the opportunity we will not have the
resource to draw on when needed.
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Minyanim at the kollel Shacharis 7:00 8:15
Mincha 12:50 17:01 Maariv 17:31 18:00 20:00
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