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This week’s parsha opens with the laws of shemitta. The Torah
commands us to work our fields for six years and to rest them on
the seventh year. Just as the Torah wants each and every Jew to
observe Shabbat, to work six days a week and rest on the
seventh, so too does the Torah want our land to work for six
years and to rest on the seventh.

The message that the Torah is teaching us, both by the mitzvah
of Shabbat and the mitzvah of Shemitta, is one. Our livelihood is
not determined by the strength of our own hands, but rather by
the blessing and power of Hashem!

Of course, the challenge of Shemitta is much greater than the
challenge of Shabbat. A person can tell himself that it is not so
harmful to skip a day of work once a week, for he will surely
make enough on the remaining six days to make up for a lost
day. But to refrain from farming one’s field for an entire year
would seem to be impossible. How can one survive and feed his
family if he does not farm or make an income for an entire year
straight?!

The Torah even foresees this question. “And when you will ask,
what will we eat in the seventh and eighth year, | will send my
blessing during the sixth year and bring you crops that will
sustain you for three years, until you are able to eat from the
new crop of the eighth year.”

Our Sages tell us that the mitzvah of Shemitta is proof that
Hashem created the Torah, for no human being could ever make
such an outlandish guarantee that the land, after being worked
for six consecutive years, could produce a three year bumper
crop!

Straight after this coming Shabbat, we enter into the festival of
Lag Ba’omer. The Rema writes that Lag Ba’omer is a festive day
when tachanun is not recited and haircuts are permitted. What is
so festive about Lag Ba’omer that it overrides the mourning
period of sefirah?

The Chatam Sofer explains that Lag Ba’omer, the 18th of lyar,
was the first day that the manna began to fall in the desert. Each
person received an omer’s worth of manna. We rejoice on Lag
Ba’omer to remind us of Hashem’s miracles how he fed us daily
with an omer of manna.

The message of the manna, the message of Shabbat and the
message of Shemitta are one in the same. Place your trust in
Hashem and He will take care of you! If we truly believe in the
power of Hashem, then we can happily close our stores on
Shabbat, we can calmly walk away from our fields in the Shemitta
year, and we can peacefully go to sleep at night, trusting that our
day’s worth of food will be waiting at our doorstep tomorrow
morning!

Another message we see when we compare these three
providences is that sometimes we see Hashem’s hand every day,
such as with the manna. Sometimes we see Hashem’s hand once
a week, such as in Shabbat, and sometimes we have to wait
seven years or more to see Hashem’s hand in our lives. Whether
we see Hashem’s interaction frequently or more seldomly does
not deter our faith that we have in Him. It is of course
encouraging when, once and a while, we are able to see His
intervention come more quickly than having to wait years to
piece the puzzle together.

A little over one month ago, we were victim to an unprecedented
and vicious attack by the Iranian regime whose sole purpose was,
and still is, to wipe Israel off the face of the earth. How amazingly
providential that yesterday the infamous Butcher of Tehran,
President Raisi, together with his henchman, were killed in a
helicopter crash! Hashem’s hand was seen when the missiles
were intercepted and Hashem’s hand is seen yet again in all its
glory when He metes retribution upon our enemies! May we
merit to see the demise of all of our enemies followed by a
complete redemption and salvation of all of Israel!

Ribbis: A Dead End Rav Baruch Lipman

In this week's Parsha, we encounter the prohibition against
ribbis, the collection of interest from loans. The Torah links this
prohibition to the Exodus from Egypt, stating immediately after
the prohibition of ribbis, "I am Hashem who took you out of
Egypt, to give to you the land of Cana’an.”(Vayikra, 25:38)

The Toras Kohanim draws an inference from this connection,
stating that when Hashem liberated the Jewish people from
Egypt, it was contingent upon their commitment to refrain from
lending with interest.

Rabbi Yechezkal Landau, in his Sefer, Ahavas Tzion, addresses a
pertinent question: Why is specifically the observance of this
particular prohibition (ribbis) tied to the condition of the Exodus
from Egypt, and entrance into Eretz Yisrael?

To answer this question, the Ahavas Tzion explains that the
purpose behind our entry into Eretz Yisrael is not merely about
indulging in its physical pleasures but rather about its spiritual
significance.

The Gemara in Kesubos states that Eretz Yisrael serves as a
conduit for atonement, entry into the World to Come, and the
resurrection of the dead (T’chias Hamaisim).

The Medrash (Shemos Rabbah 31) says that those who transgress
the prohibition of ribbis face the consequence of being excluded
from the resurrection of the dead. This punishment stems from
the nature of ribbis itself—utilizing the temporal dynamics of the
world to profit from loans, thereby distancing oneself from the
eternal realm of Olam Habah, where time holds no sway.

Thus, violating the ribbis prohibition, directly undermines the
core purpose of entering Eretz Yisrael, which is to partake in its
Kedusha as the land of life and the exclusive source of T’chias
Hamaisim. Tzaddikim buried in other places must endure what
the gemara calls "rolling through tunnels" in order to come back
to life in Eretz Yisrael. And for this reason the Torah links being
brought to Eretz Yisrael with the condition of not lending with
ribbis.

May we all merit to absorb the Kedusha of Eretz Yisrael and keep
all the Torah and Mitzvos on this Holy Land.
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	This week’s parsha opens with the laws of shemitta. The Torah commands us to work our fields for six years and to rest them on the seventh year. Just as the Torah wants each and every Jew to observe Shabbat, to work six days a week and rest on the seventh, so too does the Torah want our land to work for six years and to rest on the seventh. The message that the Torah is teaching us, both by the mitzvah of Shabbat and the mitzvah of Shemitta, is one. Our livelihood is not determined by the strength of our own hands, but rather by the blessing and power of Hashem! Of course, the challenge of Shemitta is much greater than the challenge of Shabbat. A person can tell himself that it is not so harmful to skip a day of work once a week, for he will surely make enough on the remaining six days to make up for a lost day. But to refrain from farming one’s field for an entire year would seem to be impossible. How can one survive and feed his family if he does not farm or make an income for an entire year straight?! The Torah even foresees this question. “And when you will ask, what will we eat in the seventh and eighth year, I will send my blessing during the sixth year and bring you crops that will sustain you for three years, until you are able to eat from the new crop of the eighth year.” Our Sages tell us that the mitzvah of Shemitta is proof that Hashem created the Torah, for no human being could ever make such an outlandish guarantee that the land, after being worked for six consecutive years, could produce a three year bumper crop! Straight after this coming Shabbat, we enter into the festival of Lag Ba’omer. The Rema writes that Lag Ba’omer is a festive day when tachanun is not recited and haircuts are permitted. What is so festive about Lag Ba’omer that it overrides the mourning period of sefirah?
	The Chatam Sofer explains that Lag Ba’omer, the 18th of Iyar, was the first day that the manna began to fall in the desert. Each person received an omer’s worth of manna. We rejoice on Lag Ba’omer to remind us of Hashem’s miracles how he fed us daily with an omer of manna.  The message of the manna, the message of Shabbat and the message of Shemitta are one in the same. Place your trust in Hashem and He will take care of you! If we truly believe in the power of Hashem, then we can happily close our stores on Shabbat, we can calmly walk away from our fields in the Shemitta year, and we can peacefully go to sleep at night, trusting that our day’s worth of food will be waiting at our doorstep tomorrow morning! Another message we see when we compare these three providences is that sometimes we see Hashem’s hand every day, such as with the manna. Sometimes we see Hashem’s hand once a week, such as in Shabbat, and sometimes we have to wait seven years or more to see Hashem’s hand in our lives. Whether we see Hashem’s interaction frequently or more seldomly does not deter our faith that we have in Him. It is of course encouraging when, once and a while, we are able to see His intervention come more quickly than having to wait years to piece the puzzle together. A little over one month ago, we were victim to an unprecedented and vicious attack by the Iranian regime whose sole purpose was, and still is, to wipe Israel off the face of the earth. How amazingly providential that yesterday the infamous Butcher of Tehran, President Raisi, together with his henchman, were killed in a helicopter crash! Hashem’s hand was seen when the missiles were intercepted and Hashem’s hand is seen yet again in all its glory when He metes retribution upon our enemies! May we merit to see the demise of all of our enemies followed by a complete redemption and salvation of all of Israel!
	The Gemara in Kesubos states that Eretz Yisrael serves as a conduit for atonement, entry into the World to Come, and the resurrection of the dead (T’chias Hamaisim). The Medrash (Shemos Rabbah 31) says that those who transgress the prohibition of ribbis face the consequence of being excluded from the resurrection of the dead. This punishment stems from the nature of ribbis itself—utilizing the temporal dynamics of the world to profit from loans, thereby distancing oneself from the eternal realm of Olam Habah, where time holds no sway. Thus, violating the ribbis prohibition, directly undermines the core purpose of entering Eretz Yisrael, which is to partake in its Kedusha as the land of life and the exclusive source of T’chias Hamaisim. Tzaddikim buried in other places must endure what the gemara calls "rolling through tunnels" in order to come back to life in Eretz Yisrael. And for this reason the Torah links being brought to Eretz Yisrael with the condition of not lending with ribbis. May we all merit to absorb the Kedusha of Eretz Yisrael and keep all the Torah and Mitzvos on this Holy Land.
	Ribbis: A Dead End
	Rav Baruch Lipman
	In this week's Parsha, we encounter the prohibition against ribbis, the collection of interest from loans. The Torah links this prohibition to the Exodus from Egypt, stating immediately after the prohibition of ribbis, "I am Hashem who took you out of Egypt, to give to you the land of Cana’an.”(Vayikra, 25:38) The Toras Kohanim draws an inference from this connection, stating that when Hashem liberated the Jewish people from Egypt, it was contingent upon their commitment to refrain from lending with interest. Rabbi Yechezkal Landau, in his Sefer, Ahavas Tzion, addresses a pertinent question: Why is specifically the observance of this particular prohibition (ribbis) tied to the condition of the Exodus from Egypt, and entrance into Eretz Yisrael? To answer this question, the Ahavas Tzion explains that the purpose behind our entry into Eretz Yisrael is not merely about indulging in its physical pleasures but rather about its spiritual significance.
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