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The Parsha this week opens with the famous dream of Yaakov.
Yaakov was on his way to chutz la’aretz and Hashem wanted to
reveal His presence to him at Mt. Moriah, where Avraham had
offered his son Yitzchak as a sacrifice.

Yaakov dreamt about a ladder whose one end was imbedded in
the earth and whose top reached the heavens, all the while angels
were ascending and descending the ladder.

Rashi finds it strange that the verse describes the angels
ascending and then descending. Surely the order should be
reversed. Seeing as angels reside in Heaven, they should have first
descended and only then return back up.

Rashi explains that the angels of Eretz Yisrael that always would
accompany Yaakov, needed to return to Heaven as they were not
permitted to leave Eretz Yisrael with Yaakov. The angels that came
down the ladder were the angels of chutz la’aretz that would
accompany him during his duration in Lavan’s house.

We learn a beautiful message from this Rashi. Every Jew is
accompanied by angels who escort him wherever he goes.
Wherever a Jew lives, even if he is far from the land of Israel, he is
accompanied by angels. By this very nature, every place where a
Jew finds himself is holy, due to the fact that he has angels
escorting him.

A well respected Rabbi and colleague once relayed in a lecture |
attended, how that he was once driving on Route 57 near Monsey
New York in the middle of the night when he felt the need to stop
for a strong coffee at a roadside cafe. When he entered, he
noticed that the bartender was a non religious Israeli man.

Rabbi Ariel Abrahams

Rav of Kehilat Eliezer Yaffel

R' Yochanan reported in the name of R' Yose, - "Whoever delights
in the Sabbath is granted a boundless heritage", as it says: ....then
you shall be granted pleasure with H-shem, and | shall mount you
astride the heights of the world, and | shall provide you the
heritage of your forefather Jacob etc. (Isaiah 58:14) Your heritage
will not be like that of Abraham regarding whom it is written,
"Arise walk about the land through its length etc and its breadth,
for to you will | give it." (Genesis 13:17) And not like that of Isaac,
regarding whom it is written, "for to you and your offspring will |
give all these lands." (Ibid 26:3) Rather your heritage will be like
that of Jacob, regarding whom it is written, "And you shall burst
out westward, eastward, northward and southward, i.e. without

<

L limit or border." (Ibid 28:14) (Shabbat 118a)

He approached the man with a hearty Shalom Aleichem! The Israeli
man criticized the Rabbi’s poor grammar, for it would be more
correct to say Shalom Aleicha, in the singular. Why was the Rabbi
greeting him with a Shalom Aleichem, which is plural.

The Rabbi answered him with the above Rashi. “Every Jew is
escorted by angels and | am greeting you in the plural form
because | am not only greeting you, | am greeting the angels that
are to your left and to your right!”

The bartender shrugged it off, gave him his coffee and the Rabbi
went on his way.

A few months later, the Rabbi found himself once again on Route
57 desperately in need of a strong coffee and he stopped at the
same roadside cafe he had patronized a few months back.

Upon entering the establishment, the Israeli bartender quickly
identified the Rabbi and bemoaned to him, “Rabbi, you have
ruined my life!”

“When | got home that night and sat down to eat a non kosher
meal, just as | was about to dig in, your words of Shalom Aleichem
echoed in my head. If | indeed am surrounded by angels, how can |
eat this non kosher food! You’ve ruined my life!”

If each Jew is worthy of angels, that tells us that every Jew is
precious. If we treat each Jew with the love and respect that he or
she deserves, then we will be able to live together in unity and
harmony, not only now in times of war and strife, but we will
continue to do so long after this war is over. Let’s pray that in that
merit we should see the coming of mashiach and redemption
today!

Sfatt Emett (5654) observes that Yakov composed the prayer of
Arvit. Now one who can maintain concentration in midst of
suffering [signified by night] is on a very high level. Because for a
prayer to be pure it must be free of any other thoughts. Such a
prayer indicates that the whole person is nullified to Hashem and
when standing before Him, he forgets his personal issues and all
his tribulations disappear from his sight. It is the achievement of
this state itself that cause all threats and troubles to disappear.
Similarly it is with the matter of 'Delighting in Shabbat,' when
Shabbat enters, it is the day of rest and happiness in front of Him
on high. Man must forget all his troubles. By turning his mind away
from all difficulties and focusing on the joy of Shabbat, that effort
in itself will release one from the difficulties that face him from
every direction.

Minyanim at the kollel Mincha 12:50 16:23
Shacharis 7:00 8:15 Maariv 16:55 18:00 20:00

Our learning at the kollel this week will be for the merit
of our brave soldiers, hostages, and injured
please come and join us!
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	The Rabbi answered him with the above Rashi. “Every Jew is  escorted by angels and I am greeting you in the plural form because I am not only greeting you, I am greeting the angels that are to your left and to your right!”
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	A few months later, the Rabbi found himself once again on Route 57 desperately in need of a strong coffee and he stopped at the same roadside cafe he had patronized a few months back. Upon entering the establishment, the Israeli bartender quickly identified the Rabbi and bemoaned to him, “Rabbi, you have ruined my life!”
	“When I got home that night and sat down to eat a non kosher meal, just as I was about to dig in, your words of Shalom Aleichem echoed in my head. If I indeed am surrounded by angels, how can I eat this non kosher food! You’ve ruined my life!”
	If each Jew is worthy of angels, that tells us that every Jew is precious. If we treat each Jew with the love and respect that he or she deserves, then we will be able to live together in unity and harmony, not only now in times of war and strife, but we will continue to do so long after this war is over. Let’s pray that in that merit we should see the coming of mashiach and redemption today!
	R' Yochanan reported in the name of R' Yose, - "Whoever delights in the Sabbath is granted a boundless heritage", as it says: ….then you shall be granted pleasure with H-shem, and I shall mount you astride the heights of the world, and I shall provide you the heritage of your forefather Jacob etc. (Isaiah 58:14) Your heritage will not be like that of Abraham regarding whom it is written, "Arise walk about the land through its length etc and its breadth, for to you will I give it." (Genesis 13:17) And not like that of Isaac, regarding whom it is written, "for to you and your offspring will I give all these lands." (Ibid 26:3) Rather your heritage will be like that of Jacob, regarding whom it is written, "And you shall burst out westward, eastward, northward and southward, i.e. without limit or border." (Ibid 28:14) (Shabbat 118a)
	Sfatt Emett (5654) observes that Yakov composed the prayer of Arvit. Now one who can maintain concentration in midst of suffering [signified by night] is on a very high level. Because for a prayer to be pure it must be free of any other thoughts. Such a prayer indicates that the whole person is nullified to Hashem and when standing before Him, he forgets his personal issues and all his tribulations disappear from his sight. It is the achievement of this state itself that cause all threats and troubles to disappear. Similarly it is with the matter of 'Delighting in Shabbat,' when Shabbat enters, it is the day of rest and happiness in front of Him on high. Man must forget all his troubles. By turning his mind away from all difficulties and focusing on the joy of Shabbat, that effort in itself will release one from the difficulties that face him from every direction.
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