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In memory of Reb Yisrael Horwitz z"1 on his third Yartzheit Toldot 5784 Issue 4

“And Yitzchak entreated Hashem due to his wife’s plight be cruel, or to inflict suffering upon them. He was doing it
of being barren, and Hashem surrendered to his prayers so that Avraham could live the allotted years that he had.
and Rivka became conceived.” Had Yitzchak and Rivka been privy to Hashem’s plan, they
Rashi comments that the choice of words the Torah uses would no doubt have gladly endured another 5 years of
to describe Yitzchak’s prayers, implied that Yitzchak childlessness.

pressed Hashem so hard for his wife to conceive, that In truth, if we were privy to all that Hashem does, both
Hashem, so to speak, surrendered to his pleas and good and “bad”, we would not have any questions or
granted him his prayer. crises of faith. It is only because we do not understand
Why did Rivka’s conceiving require such intense prayer Hashem'’s logic that we are filled with anguish and sadness
on Yitzchak’s part? Surely Yitzchak knew that Hashem’s when bad things happen to us.

plan was that the Jewish people would be born through As hard as it is to fathom, we must believe that there is a
him. And if indeed it was part of Hashem’s plan that the reason why Hashem brought the current war upon His
Jewish people should come from Yitzchak and Rivka, then chosen people, just as we must believe that there was a
why was Hashem so reluctant to grant them children, to  purpose to the Holocaust and to all past destructions that
the degree that Hashem needed to be “pressured” by we have endured.

Yitzchak’s prayers? Even the choice of words the Torah The fact that we cannot comprehend the ways of Hashem
uses to describe Hashem’s acceptance of those prayers makes coping with these times so very difficult.

implies that Hashem even now, didn’t want to grant him If only we had answers to all of our questions, we would
children, and only yielded due to Yitzchak’s continuing be able to tolerate this long exile so much better. But we
pressure! don’t and therefore we have to find, on our own, the
Rashi explains that Hashem actually did not want Rivka to  bright moments, the points to appreciate, to add a bit of
have children for another 5 years, so that Avraham would light to the darkness.

be able to reach his allotted years of 180 before Eisav As | write these words, | look out on Ahuza Street and see
would turn to evil. Hashem had promised Avraham that scores of people with Israeli flags walking home from the
he would pass away after having lived a full life. Hashem funeral of Roi Merom, z”l, the Ra’anana soldier that lost
did not want to mar the end of his life with the anguish of his life on Rosh Chodesh Kislev. It brings to mind a stark
knowing that Eisav became evil. memory of many of these same people carrying their flags
Due to Yitzchak’s incessant prayers, Hashem brought on a Saturday night as they marched to the parking lot
Eisav into the world 5 years earlier than planned, thereby across from Yad Labanim to protest against religion and
necessitating Avraham'’s life to be shortened by 5 years. the political right. Whereas then we felt the sadness of
We can learn many lessons from this parsha. First, the Jews fighting Jews, today “chaverim kol Yisrael”, all Jews
power of prayer is powerful beyond our imagination. The are one. It is unfortunate that funerals and tragedies are
very notion that we can sway Hashem into doing what were needed to bring us together, but let us
something He “doesn’t” want to do, just because we pray appreciate, while mourning the loss, the power of our
hard enough, is truly amazing. Second, we see that newfound friendship and oneness to beseech Hashem
Hashem had a plan all along as to why He was witholding  with the most powerful of prayer, to bring this exile to an
children from Yitzchak and Rivka. He was not doing it to end!
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	Issue 4
	“And Yitzchak entreated Hashem due to his wife’s plight of being barren, and Hashem surrendered to his prayers and Rivka became conceived.” Rashi comments that the choice of words the Torah uses to describe Yitzchak’s prayers, implied that Yitzchak pressed Hashem so hard for his wife to conceive, that Hashem, so to speak, surrendered to his pleas and granted him his prayer. Why did Rivka’s conceiving require such intense prayer on Yitzchak’s part? Surely Yitzchak knew that Hashem’s plan was that the Jewish people would be born through him. And if indeed it was part of Hashem’s plan that the Jewish people should come from Yitzchak and Rivka, then why was Hashem so reluctant to grant them children, to the degree that Hashem needed to be “pressured” by Yitzchak’s prayers? Even the choice of words the Torah uses to describe Hashem’s acceptance of those prayers implies that Hashem even now, didn’t want to grant him children, and only yielded due to Yitzchak’s continuing pressure! Rashi explains that Hashem actually did not want Rivka to have children for another 5 years, so that Avraham would be able to reach his allotted years of 180 before Eisav would turn to evil. Hashem had promised Avraham that he would pass away after having lived a full life. Hashem did not want to mar the end of his life with the anguish of knowing that Eisav became evil. Due to Yitzchak’s incessant prayers, Hashem brought Eisav into the world 5 years earlier than planned, thereby necessitating Avraham’s life to be shortened by 5 years. We can learn many lessons from this parsha. First, the power of prayer is powerful beyond our imagination. The very notion that we can sway Hashem into doing something He “doesn’t” want to do, just because we pray hard enough, is truly amazing. Second, we see that Hashem had a plan all along as to why He was witholding children from Yitzchak and Rivka. He was not doing it to
	be cruel, or to inflict suffering upon them. He was doing it so that Avraham could live the allotted years that he had. Had Yitzchak and Rivka been privy to Hashem’s plan, they would no doubt have gladly endured another 5 years of childlessness. In truth, if we were privy to all that Hashem does, both good and “bad”, we would not have any questions or crises of faith. It is only because we do not understand Hashem’s logic that we are filled with anguish and sadness when bad things happen to us. As hard as it is to fathom, we must believe that there is a reason why Hashem brought the current war upon His chosen people, just as we must believe that there was a purpose to the Holocaust and to all past destructions that we have endured.  The fact that we cannot comprehend the ways of Hashem makes coping with these times so very difficult. If only we had answers to all of our questions, we would be able to tolerate this long exile so much better. But we don’t and therefore we have to find, on our own, the bright moments, the points to appreciate, to add a bit of light to the darkness. As I write these words, I look out on Ahuza Street and see scores of people with Israeli flags walking home from the funeral of Roi Merom, z”l, the Ra’anana soldier that lost his life on Rosh Chodesh Kislev. It brings to mind a stark memory of many of these same people carrying their flags on a Saturday night as they marched to the parking lot across from Yad Labanim to protest against religion and the political right. Whereas then we felt the sadness of Jews fighting Jews, today “chaverim kol Yisrael”, all Jews are one. It is unfortunate that funerals and tragedies are what were needed to bring us together, but let us appreciate, while mourning the loss, the power of our newfound friendship and oneness to beseech Hashem with the most powerful of prayer, to bring this exile to an end!
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