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Hashem comes to Moshe just before the tenth and final plague
and instructs Moshe to command the people to circumcise
themselves and to offer a sheep as a Pesach offering.

The medrash explains that the time for redemption had come
but the Jewish people were naked of mitzvot. They did not
possess the spiritual currency that they needed in order to earn
their salvation.

Hashem told Moshe that the people will need to fulfill two
mitzvot that involved blood. The blood of circumcision and the
blood of the Pesach lamb.

Both of these mitzvot were not easy for them to fulfill. For adults
to circumcise themselves without any anesthesia or medical
supplies would be painful and even perhaps dangerous. Likewise,
the slaughtering of the lamb in front of the eyes of the
Egyptians, knowing that the Egyptians worshipped the lamb as a
god, was also fraught with danger.

Hashem was not trying to make things difficult for them, but He
knew in His infinite wisdom that the sacrifice that these two
mitzvot demanded, was exactly what was needed for them to
deserve redemption.

The medrash explains that they did not want to do either of

these mitzvot, for they were afraid. So Hashem placed the smell
of Gan Eden, a scent of Heaven, onto Moshe’s lamb, and He
instructed the winds to carry the intoxicating scent to every
single one of the Jewish people. Upon smelling this wonderful
scent, they came to Moshe and begged him for some of his
meat. Moshe replied that they must circumcise themselves and
then slaughter their own lamb if they wish to experience the
taste of heaven on earth.

It was only because they were enticed, that they agreed to
perform these two mitzvot. Although both of these mitzvot were
performed with ulterior motives and not for the sake of Hashem,
nonetheless, they provided the power that was needed to grant
them redemption. We see an amazing thing from here. Even a
mitzvah that is performed in a less than optimal way, is
extremely powerful in the eyes of Hashem.

problem is that there is a Zohar which claims that Hashem
accepts mitzvot that are done with proper intent and with
right amount of fear and love of Hashem. A mitzvah that is
half heartedly or without concentration, is too weak to
h the Heavenly throne of Hashem.

, how could the fulfillment of circumcision and the offering
e Pesach lamb, which were weakened by their less than
ere motives, have achieved so much?

Chafetz Chaim answers with the following story. It was
re World War | that a baker came to the Chafetz Chaim
plaining that he made little money because most of his
ds were rejected by his clientele, based on the grounds that
e were over baked, some under baked, etc. People were so
sy and they only bought a fraction of his supply. Soon after
war broke out and everyone was suffering, the Chafetz
found the baker overjoyed! The baker told him that
use of the lack of food during the war, people bought every
item he had in stock. No one complained or was choosy
t the quality of the bread. They were lucky to buy anything
and he sold out everyday, earning him a huge profit

hafetz Chaim said that in the times of the Zohar, with
s such as Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, Hashem could afford to
oosy about the mitzvot He was willing to accept. They
ed to be near perfect. However, in Egypt, they were on such
level of spirituality, that any mitzvah, even a deficient one,
eagerly snatched up by Hashem. This is why Hashem
oted their mitzvot with such enthusiasm.

0 now, in the middle of this tragic war, with so much loss of
h life, many of us ask ourselves how our simple mitzvot, our
e attempts to daven, to pray with intent, our few minutes
rah study, can really make a difference.

answer is that we are living in such dark times, like the
ess of Egypt, that even our weak mitzvot can give off a
rful light! When a fire is raging, we don’t insist on using
ed water or Neviot, any water will do. In times like these,
ot underestimate our actions for any mitzvah can help!!

Rav Baruch Lipman

In this week's Parsha, we are given the mitzvah to eat matzah
during Pesach. The Talmud Pesachim (35 A) states that matzah is
required to be crafted from grains with the potential to become
chametz.

The sefer "Moadim BaHalacha" explains: The requirement to
make matzah only from grains that can become chametz signifies
the concept that "the Torah was not given to angels.”

9 As the Talmud states in Tractate Shabbat 88b, Moshe defended

the relevance of the Torah to humans before the angels.

He argued that the nature of the Torah's teachings is uniquely
relevant to the human experience, For example, the
commandment not to worship idols is significant for humans
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living among idol-worshiping nations. Similarly, the directive to
rest on Shabbat is meaningful for humans who toil throughout
the week. Moshe contended that all
intricately tied to the human condition.

Just as Moshe defended the relevance of the Torah to humans
before the angels, highlighting our potential for growth and

commandments are

human shortcomings, so too does the matzah symbolize this idea.
Crafted only from grains with the potential to become chametz,
matzah reflects the essence of human potential — the core of
human greatness lies in our ability to overcome our inherent
imperfections and challenges. Good shabbes
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