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The Parsha opens by telling us how Yaakov lived in the land of
Egypt for seventeen years, bringing his total years to that of
147. Why does the Torah need to tell us that he lived for 17
years? We were just told at the end of last week’s parsha that
Yaakov was 130 years old. It would have sufficed for the Torah
to tell us in this week’s parsha that Yaakov died at 147 years
of age. | could do the math myself and reach the conclusion
that he lived in Egypt for the last 17 years of his life. Why does
the Torah need to stress this point?

| believe that the Torah is pointing out to us what the true
purpose of life is and how one’s life is meant to be measured.
If the goal of life is longevity, to live as long as possible, then
it would seem that the longer a person lives, the more
successful we view that person’s life to be. We tend to look at
a person who lived into his nineties as being “more fortunate”
than one who died in his fifties. If this is how life is measured,
then when Yaakov came to Paroah and told him that he was
130 years old, he should have been happy to have reached
such a ripe old age. Yet Yaakov’'s response to Paroah was
surprising. Yaakov told Paroah that although he was 130 years
of age, his years were few and bitter, unlike the years of his
father and grandfather.

What prompted Yaakov to divulge this to Paroah? | believe it
was a response to Paroah’s “out of place” question to Yaakov.
When Yaakov came to bless Paroah, Paroah asked him for his
age. That is a peculiar question for an emperor to ask an
individual! Paroah must have never seen a person so old and
he was applauding Yaakov for having reached such longevity.
To that Yaakov replied that we do not measure our lives by
the length of years we live. Rather, we measure our lives by
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We are all special. Each and every one of us. We know it. Our
parents told us that. But did they?

The reason why many of us don't feel special, is because we
never examined our personality. It requires too much honesty
and wisdom, it is easier to just know who i am not, rather than
to figure out who | am. Yaakov Avinu "blesses" his sons by
pointing out their strengths and character traits. Get to know
yourself! You are special! Sometimes the people around us
don’t give us the validation that is needed for us to feel
special, they are too busy getting to know themselves. Our
sages teach us based on the words of the blessing to Yehuda,
that "smiling to a friend, is greater then quenching one’s
thirst". When we smile to someone ,we recognize his potential
for greatness. May we merit to appreciate ourselves and the
people around us. Shabbot Shalom!

the number of years that we truly alive! Most of our lives we
are involved in mundane matters that do not help us build
ourselves into the spiritual forces that we are meant to
become. If we subtract the amount of time we spend in life
sleeping, eating, watching television, engaging in other
entertaining activities, and we count the days and years that
we are actively serving Hashem and enlightening others, then
we would find the sum total to be a far cry from the
physiological years we are allotted in this world.

The Torah was telling us that Yaakov truly, truly lived during
his final 17 years. Yaakov grew into the spiritual powerhouse
that he was because he squeezed a full 17 years of pure, non-
stop, intense, service to Hashem, aside from his
achievements during the first 130 years.

Yaakov is telling us that the length of years that a person is
allotted by Hashem is not as important as how we live those
years that are allotted to us. If we use every moment of life to
serve Hashem, then our years count tremendously.

| pen these words after hearing the devastating news of the
fall of Yaron Chitiz in battle. | have known Yaron since his birth
and although | cannot begin to even know how to comfort the
Chitiz family, the only thing that gives me some ray of comfort
is to know that although Yaron was not allotted length of
years, he lived his life to the fullest, living according to the
Torah and ultimately, giving up his life to protect Am Yisrael
and Eretz Yisrael. If 17 years of true living made Yaakov the
giant he was, we can only take solace that Yaron’s 23 years of
true living made him into a giant of a Jew, who's life was lived
to the fullest and who's life truly truly mattered!
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Minyanim at the kollel Mincha 12:50 16:36
Shacharis 7:00 8:15 Maariv 17:07 18:00 20:00

Our learning at the kollel this week will be for the merit
of our brave soldiers, hostages, and injured
please come and join us!
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