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Eight months into this terrible war, we are all very frustrated, to
say the least. We are frustrated that after so much time, the
objectives set forth by the state of Israel to destroy Hamas, to
bring the hostages home, to restore peace and security to all of
our cities and citizens, have not yet been achieved.

To add insult to injury, we have been judged by the free world as
being the villain and not the victim! We are accused by the UN
and the ICJ, the very organizations who are meant to fight for
truth and justice, of being unjust and guilty of war crimes! We
have no peace from within and we have no peace from without.
We have politicians in power who think they are handling the war
correctly and we have others who think they could do better. The
country is in such a state of turmoil perhaps not seen since the
establishment of the modern state of Israel.

It is therefore frightening to have to read the Parsha of
Bechukotai this week in shul, for the events and calamities
detailed in this parsha seem eerily familiar to the predicaments
we find ourselves in today.

Throughout the generations, this Torah reading is read quickly and
quietly, as if by doing so, we wil
Unfortunately, we see that this is not the case. Although we tried

Iu

escape” being affected by them.

to dodge the curses in the parsha when we read them quickly last
year, they still came upon us in full force on October 7th and we
are still suffering from them to this very day.

If the Torah reading foretold this calamity, perhaps we can find
within it, the remedy which will give us hope for our future.

Let’s look at the marvelous verses in the beginning of the Parsha.
The Torah states that if we walk in Hashem’s statutes, guard his
Mitzvot and perform them all, then He will give us rain in the
proper time together with plenty of grain and produce. We are
then promised that we will be satiated by this food and we will
dwell securely in our land. Not only does Hashem promise us food
and security, He also promises us peace in our land. We will go to
sleep without being fearful of being attacked. He will rid our land
of wild animals and no sword will pass through our country. We
will pursue our enemies and we will be victorious! We will be
fruitful and be blessed with children who will give of nachas!

The promises that the Torah makes are staggering. These are all of
the things that are so sorely absent today! The Torah guarantees
us a high quality of life at a low cost of living. With an abundance
of food, expenses will be minimal. Our families will flourish with
beautiful and healthy children. We will live in a land where we are
not villainized for being Jewish or for being Israeli. We will enjoy
total security because Hashem will protect us!

Rather than allowing ourselves to become depressed by this
week’s Torah reading, let’s get excited that all of these blessings
are within our grasp to achieve! If we follow the Torah by studying
it diligently and we live a life of mitzvah observance scrupulously,
we can bring all of these blessings back to ourselves and to our
land! May Hashem look upon the efforts we are making in the
areas of teshuva, tefilla and tzedakah and bring us these blessings,
together with complete salvation, today!

[Natural miracle[Sietgon

“If you follow My laws and faithfully observe My commandments...”
There is a divine promise in the Torah that if the Jewish people walk
in God’s path in the Land of Israel, they will receive prosperity,
peace and health. The laws of nature will act as their friend, not as
their enemy. This is not to be viewed as a supernatural
phenomenon, but as the ideal way that nature is designed to act.
When the Jewish people do what they’re supposed to do, nature
acts in the way that it was designed to act.

As the verse states, “l will grant your rains in their season, so that
the earth shall yield its produce and the trees of the field their
fruit”. What is “their season”? Rashi brings a Midrash: i. e. at times
when the rain is “seasonable”, at such moments when people do
not usually go out on journeys, as, for instance, in the nights
preceding the Sabbaths (Friday nights).

The Midrash (Torat Kohanim 1:1) relates that in the days of Shimon
ben Shatach and Queen Shlomzion, the rain used to fall every Friday
night. There was so much rain that a wheat kernel became the size
of a kidney, and a barley grain the size of an olive pit. The sages of
that generation stored some of the fruit for future generations to
teach them about the destructiveness of sin. In other words, the
natural order in those particular times was at its ideal performance
<L because the Jewish people were walking in God’s path. The
deficiency in the spiritual level of the Jews (l.e., sinful behavior) was
reflected in nature not giving its blessing.

The Meshech Chochma points out that the Torah’s promise of
nature is far greater than a supernatural phenomenon. As the
Ramban states at the end of Parashat Bo, all the supernatural

miracles of the Exodus were designed to awaken us to the real
miracle which is found in our day today existence.

The Talmud (Shabbat 118b) says: One who reads hallel every day is
tantamount to one who curses and blasphemes God. Why so? The
Meshech Chochma answers that the recitation of hallel is reserved
for supernatural miracles. One who praises God only for the
supernatural miracles is guilty of blasphemy, since the bigger and far
greater miracles are found in the natural order in which God
continually sustains existence. The day-to-day existence of the
universe in all of its details is what we should be praising God on a
daily basis. So why don’t we do so? Because we see it every day and
think that it’s “natural”. That is, we think that nature functions on its
own accord. We don’t see the Divine supervision with regard to life
itself. In contrast to hallel which shouldn’t be recited every day, the
Talmud says, “anyone who recites: “Ashrei” a Psalm of David”
(Psalms 145) three times every day is assured of a place in the
World-to-Come.

What is the reason that such significance is ascribed to this
particular chapter?

Two reasons: one, because it is arranged alphabetically. The
alphabetical arrangement of the psalms which represents a fixed
order signifies the natural order of the physical world. Two, it
contains praise for God’s provision of sustenance to all of creation:
“You open Your hand and satisfy every living thing with favor”
(Psalms 145:16).

The Torah reveals that the course of nature aligns itself with our
actions of keeping the Torah. If we are lucky, we will not only merit
that nature will provide us with its blessing. More importantly, we
will merit to see and feel how nature itself is the greatest miracle.
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	Eight months into this terrible war, we are all very frustrated, to say the least. We are frustrated that after so much time, the objectives set forth by the state of Israel to destroy Hamas, to bring the hostages home, to restore peace and security to all of our cities and citizens, have not yet been achieved.  To add insult to injury, we have been judged by the free world as being the villain and not the victim! We are accused by the UN and the ICJ, the very organizations who are meant to fight for truth and justice, of being unjust and guilty of war crimes! We have no peace from within and we have no peace from without. We have politicians in power who think they are handling the war correctly and we have others who think they could do better. The country is in such a state of turmoil perhaps not seen since the establishment of the modern state of Israel. It is therefore frightening to have to read the Parsha of Bechukotai this week in shul, for the events and calamities detailed in this parsha seem eerily familiar to the predicaments we find ourselves in today. Throughout the generations, this Torah reading is read quickly and quietly, as if by doing so, we will “escape” being affected by them. Unfortunately, we see that this is not the case. Although we tried to dodge the curses in the parsha when we read them quickly last year, they still came upon us in full force on October 7th and we are still suffering from them to this very day.  If the Torah reading foretold this calamity, perhaps we can find within it, the remedy which will give us hope for our future.
	Let’s look at the marvelous verses in the beginning of the Parsha. The Torah states that if we walk in Hashem’s statutes, guard his Mitzvot and perform them all, then He will give us rain in the proper time together with plenty of grain and produce. We are then promised that we will be satiated by this food and we will dwell securely in our land. Not only does Hashem promise us food and security, He also promises us peace in our land. We will go to sleep without being fearful of being attacked. He will rid our land of wild animals and no sword will pass through our country. We will pursue our enemies and we will be victorious! We will be fruitful and be blessed with children who will give of nachas! The promises that the Torah makes are staggering. These are all of the things that are so sorely absent today! The Torah guarantees us a high quality of life at a low cost of living. With an abundance of food, expenses will be minimal. Our families will flourish with beautiful and healthy children. We will live in a land where we are not villainized for being Jewish or for being Israeli. We will enjoy total security because Hashem will protect us! Rather than allowing ourselves to become depressed by this week’s Torah reading, let’s get excited that all of these blessings are within our grasp to achieve! If we follow the Torah by studying it diligently and we live a life of mitzvah observance scrupulously, we can bring all of these blessings back to ourselves and to our land! May Hashem look upon the efforts we are making in the areas of teshuva, tefilla and tzedakah and bring us these blessings, together with complete salvation, today!
	miracles of the Exodus were designed to awaken us to the real miracle which is found in our day today existence.  The Talmud (Shabbat 118b) says: One who reads hallel every day is tantamount to one who curses and blasphemes God. Why so? The Meshech Chochma answers that the recitation of hallel is reserved for supernatural miracles. One who praises God only for the supernatural miracles is guilty of blasphemy, since the bigger and far greater miracles are found in the natural order in which God continually sustains existence. The day-to-day existence of the universe in all of its details is what we should be praising God on a daily basis.  So why don’t we do so? Because we see it every day and think that it’s “natural”. That is, we think that nature functions on its own accord. We don’t see the Divine supervision with regard to life itself. In contrast to hallel which shouldn’t be recited every day, the Talmud says, “anyone who recites: “Ashrei” a Psalm of David” (Psalms 145) three times every day is assured of a place in the World-to-Come.  What is the reason that such significance is ascribed to this particular chapter?  Two reasons: one, because it is arranged alphabetically. The alphabetical arrangement of the psalms which represents a fixed order signifies the natural order of the physical world. Two, it contains praise for God’s provision of sustenance to all of creation: “You open Your hand and satisfy every living thing with favor” (Psalms 145:16).  The Torah reveals that the course of nature aligns itself with our actions of keeping the Torah. If we are lucky, we will not only merit that nature will provide us with its blessing. More importantly, we will merit to see and feel how nature itself is the greatest miracle.
	“If you follow My laws and faithfully observe My commandments...” There is a divine promise in the Torah that if the Jewish people walk in God’s path in the Land of Israel, they will receive prosperity, peace and health. The laws of nature will act as their friend, not as their enemy. This is not to be viewed as a supernatural phenomenon, but as the ideal way that nature is designed to act. When the Jewish people do what they’re supposed to do, nature acts in the way that it was designed to act.   As the verse states, “I will grant your rains in their season, so that the earth shall yield its produce and the trees of the field their fruit”. What is “their season”? Rashi brings a Midrash: i. e. at times when the rain is “seasonable”, at such moments when people do not usually go out on journeys, as, for instance, in the nights preceding the Sabbaths (Friday nights).  The Midrash (Torat Kohanim 1:1) relates that in the days of Shimon ben Shatach and Queen Shlomzion, the rain used to fall every Friday night. There was so much rain that a wheat kernel became the size of a kidney, and a barley grain the size of an olive pit. The sages of that generation stored some of the fruit for future generations to teach them about the destructiveness of sin. In other words, the natural order in those particular times was at its ideal performance because the Jewish people were walking in God’s path. The deficiency in the spiritual level of the Jews (I.e., sinful behavior) was reflected in nature not giving its blessing.  The Meshech Chochma points out that the Torah’s promise of nature is far greater than a supernatural phenomenon. As the Ramban states at the end of Parashat Bo, all the supernatural
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