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After Parshat Ki Tavo goes through an exhaustive list of the blessings
and curses that Moshe promised would befall the Jewish people if
they listen to Hashem and if, G-d forbid, they do not listen to Him,
Moshe makes a peculiar statement to the people. “And Hashem has
not given you a heart to know, eyes to see, and ears to hear until this
day.” Only now after living under Hashem’s benevolence for forty
years in the desert, have you finally matured into hearing, seeing and
understanding people.

What did Moshe see in the people, that led him to make this
observation? Rashi explains that it was from the following incident.
Moshe had finished writing a sefer Torah for the Kohanim and Leviim
to have and to learn from. Upon seeing this, all of the Jewish people
came to Moshe “complaining” that since they too, heard and received
the Torah on Mt. Sinai, they also deserved to have their own sefer
Torah. What made each tribe want his own Torah? They were
concerned that one day the Leviim would wage a claim that the Torah
was given only to them, with the proof being that only they were
given a sefer Torah. In order that each tribe would have an irrefutable
claim to the Torah, they each demanded their own scroll!

When Moshe heard this argument, he rejoiced over the matter,
saying, “Only today do | understand how much you all love Hashem
and His Torah.”

Why did this episode make such an impression on Moshe, to the
degree that he said that “only today do | truly realize how amazing
you people are?”

The answer, | believe, is that this incident took place straight after the
people heard of the 98 curses that would befall them if they were to
rebel against the Torah.

What normal person would want the Torah, after hearing about the
dire consequences of not keeping it properly?! If there would be any
escape possible, surely one would gladly take it and opt out.
According to Rashi, the people had the easiest escape route possible!

Moshe had given a Torah scroll to the Leviim and Kohanim alone. The
people could have later claimed that Hashem only gave the Torah to
the Kohanim and not to the rest of the tribes, the proof being that
the other tribes did not receive their own Torah scroll. The fact that
each tribe begged Moshe to give them their own Torah scroll showed
that despite the steep membership fee required to join the “people of
Hashem”, they insisted nonetheless, refusing to have it any other
way!

The levels of wisdom that the people exhibited only now, forty years
after having left Egypt, impressed Moshe in ways that he never
thought he would live to see!

What did the people see, hear and understand that led them to
believe that Judaism was worth it, despite the steep membership fee?
The answer is that it wasn’t despite the curses that they accepted the
covenant with the Torah, rather it was because of the curses that
they chose this covenant!

Imagine visiting Disneyland fifty years ago, before the concept of
“one entry fee” to access all of the attractions, was implemented. We
used to buy a booklet with tickets labelled from letter A to letter E.
The A tickets gained one entry onto the “junky” rides whereas the E
ticket was for the best rides. Obviously, the price of the A and B
tickets were far less expensive than the higher letter tickets, for the
better the ride, the more expensive the ticket was in order to ride it.
Had the Torah not demanded such a steep price for being a member
of the Jewish people, it would have illustrated that a “lifetime ride” of
serving Hashem was an inferior or mediocre one. It would have been
looked down upon as an “A” or “B” ride. But now that the people
realized how expensive the ticket was, they understood that serving
Hashem must be the greatest ride of all!

As we approach Rosh Hashana, it is important for us to realize the
greatness of the ride that we are on, so we can present Hashem, the
giver of life, with the correct ticket!

.+ Be the first to coronate Hashem as King on Rosh Hashana.
- Come and pray at our sunrise neitz service!! Starts at 6:05 am

- Formore details whatasapp us at 0545710582 or 0587945168
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	A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz  and the Rabbanim of the Ra’anana Kollel     Ki Tavo 5784
	After Parshat Ki Tavo goes through an exhaustive list of the blessings and curses that Moshe promised would befall the Jewish people if they listen to Hashem and if, G-d forbid, they do not listen to Him, Moshe makes a peculiar statement to the people. “And Hashem has not given you a heart to know, eyes to see, and ears to hear until this day.” Only now after living under Hashem’s benevolence for forty years in the desert, have you finally matured into hearing, seeing and understanding people. What did Moshe see in the people, that led him to make this observation? Rashi explains that it was from the following incident. Moshe had finished writing a sefer Torah for the Kohanim and Leviim to have and to learn from. Upon seeing this, all of the Jewish people came to Moshe “complaining” that since they too, heard and received the Torah on Mt. Sinai, they also deserved to have their own sefer Torah. What made each tribe want his own Torah? They were concerned that one day the Leviim would wage a claim that the Torah was given only to them, with the proof being that only they were given a sefer Torah. In order that each tribe would have an irrefutable claim to the Torah, they each demanded their own scroll! When Moshe heard this argument, he rejoiced over the matter, saying, “Only today do I understand how much you all love Hashem and His Torah.” Why did this episode make such an impression on Moshe, to the degree that he said that “only today do I truly realize how amazing you people are?” The answer, I believe, is that this incident took place straight after the people heard of the 98 curses that would befall them if they were to rebel against the Torah. What normal person would want the Torah, after hearing about the dire consequences of not keeping it properly?! If there would be any escape possible, surely one would gladly take it and opt out. According to Rashi, the people had the easiest escape route possible!
	Moshe had given a Torah scroll to the Leviim and Kohanim alone. The people could have later claimed that Hashem only gave the Torah to the Kohanim and not to the rest of the tribes, the proof being that the other tribes did not receive their own Torah scroll. The fact that each tribe begged Moshe to give them their own Torah scroll showed that despite the steep membership fee required to join the “people of Hashem”, they insisted nonetheless, refusing to have it any other way! The levels of wisdom that the people exhibited only now, forty years after having left Egypt, impressed Moshe in ways that he never thought he would live to see! What did the people see, hear and understand that led them to believe that Judaism was worth it, despite the steep membership fee? The answer is that it wasn’t despite the curses that they accepted the covenant with the Torah, rather it was because of the curses that they chose this covenant! Imagine visiting Disneyland fifty years ago, before the concept of “one entry fee” to access all of the attractions, was implemented. We used to buy a booklet with tickets labelled from letter A to letter E. The A tickets gained one entry onto the “junky” rides whereas the E ticket was for the best rides. Obviously, the price of the A and B tickets were far less expensive than the higher letter tickets, for the better the ride, the more expensive the ticket was in order to ride it. Had the Torah not demanded such a steep price for being a member of the Jewish people, it would have illustrated that a “lifetime ride” of serving Hashem was an inferior or mediocre one. It would have been looked down upon as an “A” or “B” ride. But now that the people realized how expensive the ticket was, they understood that serving Hashem must be the greatest ride of all! As we approach Rosh Hashana, it is important for us to realize the greatness of the ride that we are on, so we can present Hashem, the giver of life, with the correct ticket!
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	Be the first to coronate Hashem as King on Rosh Hashana. Come and pray at our sunrise neitz service!! Starts at 6:05 am
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