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The Parsha opens with the Torah entrusting Aharon Hakohen with
the task of kindling the Menorah in the Mishkan. Rashi is bothered
by the Torah’s choice of words to describe the lighting of the
menorah. The Torah uses the word “behaalotcha”, which describes
the lighting as an act of ascension of the candles. Why does the
Torah refer to the lighting of the menorah in this fashion?

Rashi explains that the Torah is instructing Aharon to light each
lamp of the menorah deliberately, to ensure that each wick is
properly ignited with a healthy flame, before moving on to the
next. Sometimes, when we light chanukah or Shabbat lights, we
may pass from candle to candle so quickly that the wick does not
have a chance to hold the flame well, and as a result the flame may
sputter and die. It is important that Aharon show patience and give
each wick it’s proper time. This will ensure that each flame will be
healthy and endure the test of time.

This directive, although given to Aharon for this specific task, can
be applied to parents and teachers as well. Our jobs as parents and
teachers, is to inspire the next generation, but it is not enough to
offer a bit of “flash” inspiration. Rather, a parent and teacher must
continue to teach and inspire until the student can stand on his

own two feet, with a solid foundation of Judaism to guide him
forward.

Perhaps this is why this parsha is found in this week’s reading. This
parsha, along with the rest of Chumash Bamidbar, contains
numerous episodes where we find that the faith and foundation of
the Jewish people were tested and found to be shaky and unstable.
Although the people were inspired by the ten plagues, the exodus
from Egypt, the splitting of the Sea and the receiving of the Torah
on Mt. Sinai, these were flashes and sparks that did not provide
enough staying power to ensure that their flames stayed ablaze
over the span of time. Their failings also illustrated that they were
still dependent on Moshe Rabbeinu without whom they would
surely fall. Only after 39 years of traveling through the desert, with
Moshe holding the flame of faith to their souls with extraordinary
patience, was their emunah finally ablaze and mature enough to
venture on without their teacher and Rebbe. Teaching to inspire is
a lifelong endeavor that we, as parents and teachers, can never
afford to retire from or to relax from, and we pray that when the
time comes, our children will be able to continue the Mesorah that
we imparted in them so that they too will inspire their future kids!

IDespite good intentions

Despite her good intentions, the Torah relates that Miriam was
punished for speaking against Moshe. “Miriam and Aaron spoke
against Moses because of the ”“Cushite woman he had taken.”
Although scripture doesn’t explicitly say who this woman was and

what Miriam was upset about, the sages reveal what happened.
The term Cushite woman, as explained by the sages, refers to
Zipporah, Moshe’s wife. The term Cushite woman is used to
indicate that all agreed as to her beauty just as all agree as to the
blackness of an Ethiopian. But why was Miriam upset at Moshe for
having taken Zipporah as a wife? The answer is that she wasn’t
upset, rather to the contrary, she was trying to keep Moses
together with his wife. The Midrash says that Moshe had separated
from his wife. This was one of the three things that Moses did
based on his own perception, which Hashem had agreed with. He
drew upon the following argument. If Israel, with whom the Divine
Presence spoke only one time and G-d set a specific time for them
when the Divine Presence would be revealed, and yet the Torah
stated: “Prepare yourselves for three days, do not approach a
woman”, I, with whom the Divine Presence speaks all the time and
G-d does not set a specific time for me, all the more so that | must
separate from my wife.

How did Miriam know that Moses had separated from his wife?
Miriam was together with Zipporah when it was told to Moses,
‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp’. When Zipporah
heard this, she exclaimed, “Woe to the wives of these if they have
anything to do with prophecy, for they will separate from their
wives just as my husband has separated from me!” This prompted
Miriam to intervene in Moses’ personal affairs in order to influence
him to reunite with Zipporah.

But didn’t Miriam know better than to question the decision of the
most elevated prophet of all time. What did she see that caused her
to feel justified in interfering in Moses’ life?

The Lubavitcher Rebbe gives a novel insight. Miriam remembered
that there was another great leader who separated from his
wife.Her father Amram had also separated from her mother many
years before. It was at a time when the Jewish people were
forbidden to bring children into the world. Their Egyptian
oppressors killed all their male babies by throwing them into the
river. This led Amram, Moses’ father, who was the leader of the
generation, to separate from his wife. He did not want to go
through the pain of seeing their baby be murdered by the Egyptians.
Since he was the leader of the generation, many people followed in
his footsteps and divorced their wives. Miriam, who was only five
years old at the time, protested against his decision. “Your decree is
worse than the Pharoah’s, since Pharoah only decreed against the
males, whereas you decreed against the females as well”, she said
to her father. Although she was only five years old at the time,
Amram accepted her rebuke and reunited with his wife Yokheved.
As a result, Moses was born. Therefore, when Miriam protested
against Moses’ decision to separate from his wife, she called upon
him to remember that his own birth would not have occurred had
his father remained separate from his mother. In her eyes, Moses’
was making a big mistake. So why was Miriam punished, asks the
Rebbe. He answers it was because she did not approach Moses
discretely but instead told Aaron. Had she rebuked Moses directly,
although her rebuke may not have been correct (as G-d agreed to
Moses’ decision), she may not have been punished. Because she
rebuked him in front of others, she was stricken with Tzaraat. This
episode serves as a great lesson to us about knowing how to express
our disagreement with other people’s actions. We may find other
people’s actions as unacceptable or objectionable. Sometimes we
may be right as well. But it’s not about being right or not. It’s about
how we communicate our feelings to others that make the
difference. We need to be careful about how to communicate our
message to others without causing them harm. It’s not about what
we say, but how we say it.
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	own two feet, with a solid foundation of Judaism to guide him forward.  Perhaps this is why this parsha is found in this week’s reading. This parsha, along with the rest of Chumash Bamidbar, contains numerous episodes where we find that the faith and foundation of the Jewish people were tested and found to be shaky and unstable. Although the people were inspired by the ten plagues, the exodus from Egypt, the splitting of the Sea and the receiving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai, these were flashes and sparks that did not provide enough staying power to ensure that their flames stayed ablaze over the span of time. Their failings also illustrated that they were still dependent on Moshe Rabbeinu without whom they would surely fall. Only after 39 years of traveling through the desert, with Moshe holding the flame of faith to their souls with extraordinary patience, was their emunah finally ablaze and mature enough to venture on without their teacher and Rebbe. Teaching to inspire is a lifelong endeavor that we, as parents and teachers, can never afford to retire from or to relax from, and we pray that when the time comes, our children will be able to continue the Mesorah that we imparted in them so that they too will inspire their future kids!
	The Parsha opens with the Torah entrusting Aharon Hakohen with the task of kindling the Menorah in the Mishkan. Rashi is bothered by the Torah’s choice of words to describe the lighting of the menorah. The Torah uses the word “behaalotcha”, which describes the lighting as an act of ascension of the candles. Why does the Torah refer to the lighting of the menorah in this fashion?  Rashi explains that the Torah is instructing Aharon to light each lamp of the menorah deliberately, to ensure that each wick is properly ignited with a healthy flame, before moving on to the next. Sometimes, when we light  chanukah or Shabbat lights, we may pass from candle to candle so quickly that the wick does not have a chance to hold the flame well, and as a result the flame may sputter and die. It is important that Aharon show patience and give each wick it’s proper time. This will ensure that each flame will be healthy and endure the test of time. This directive, although given to Aharon for this specific task, can be applied to parents and teachers as well. Our jobs as parents and teachers, is to inspire the next generation, but it is not enough to offer a bit of “flash” inspiration. Rather, a parent and teacher must continue to teach and inspire until the student can stand on his
	The Lubavitcher Rebbe gives a novel insight. Miriam remembered that there was another great leader who separated from his wife.Her father Amram had also separated from her mother many years before. It was at a time when the Jewish people were forbidden to bring children into the world. Their Egyptian oppressors killed all their male babies by throwing them into the river. This led Amram, Moses’ father, who was the leader of the generation, to separate from his wife. He did not want to go through the pain of seeing their baby be murdered by the Egyptians. Since he was the leader of the generation, many people followed in his footsteps and divorced their wives. Miriam, who was only five years old at the time, protested against his decision. “Your decree is worse than the Pharoah’s, since Pharoah only decreed against the males, whereas you decreed against the females as well”, she said to her father. Although she was only five years old at the time, Amram accepted her rebuke and reunited with his wife Yokheved.  As a result, Moses was born. Therefore, when Miriam protested against Moses’ decision to separate from his wife, she called upon him to remember that his own birth would not have occurred had his father remained separate from his mother. In her eyes, Moses’ was making a big mistake. So why was Miriam punished, asks the Rebbe. He answers it was because she did not approach Moses discretely but instead told Aaron. Had she rebuked Moses directly, although her rebuke may not have been correct (as G-d agreed to Moses’ decision), she may not have been punished. Because she rebuked him in front of others, she was stricken with Tzaraat. This episode serves as a great lesson to us about knowing how to express our disagreement with other people’s actions. We may find other people’s actions as unacceptable or objectionable. Sometimes we may be right as well. But it’s not about being right or not. It’s about how we communicate our feelings to others that make the difference. We need to be careful about how to communicate our message to others without causing them harm. It’s not about what we say, but how we say it.
	Despite her good intentions, the Torah relates that Miriam was punished for speaking against Moshe. “Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the ”Cushite woman he had taken.” Although scripture doesn’t explicitly say who this woman was and what Miriam was upset about, the sages reveal what happened. The term Cushite woman, as explained by the sages, refers to Zipporah, Moshe’s wife. The term Cushite woman is used to indicate that all agreed as to her beauty just as all agree as to the blackness of an Ethiopian. But why was Miriam upset at Moshe for having taken Zipporah as a wife? The answer is that she wasn’t upset, rather to the contrary, she was trying to keep Moses together with his wife. The Midrash says that Moshe had separated from his wife. This was one of the three things that Moses did based on his own perception, which Hashem had agreed with. He drew upon the following argument. If Israel, with whom the Divine Presence spoke only one time and G-d set a specific time for them when the Divine Presence would be revealed, and yet the Torah stated: “Prepare yourselves for three days, do not approach a woman”, I, with whom the Divine Presence speaks all the time and G-d does not set a specific time for me, all the more so that I must separate from my wife. How did Miriam know that Moses had separated from his wife? Miriam was together with Zipporah when it was told to Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp’. When Zipporah heard this, she exclaimed, “Woe to the wives of these if they have anything to do with prophecy, for they will separate from their wives just as my husband has separated from me!” This prompted Miriam to intervene in Moses’ personal affairs in order to influence him to reunite with Zipporah. But didn’t Miriam know better than to question the decision of the most elevated prophet of all time. What did she see that caused her to feel justified in interfering in Moses’ life?
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