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After having relayed the blessings and the curses in last week’s
parsha, Moshe goes on to console the people by telling them that,
although one who sins is deserving of punishment, there is a mitzvah
that can bring the people back into the loving arms of Hashem. That
mitzvah is the mitzvah of teshuva!

“And you shall return to Hashem your G-d and you will hearken to His
voice.” Not only is Moshe teaching them that there is something
called teshuva, He is guaranteeing that the people will do teshuva so
as never to stray too far from Hashem. The fact that Moshe believes
that we will do teshuva, gives us confidence to actually do teshuval
The Ramchal explains that teshuva is a gift from Hashem and it was
given to us with incredible kindness. In truth, teshuva should not
work. How can doing teshuva for an act that I’'ve done, render the act
as if I've never done it?

Imagine that a person has a huge overdraft in the bank and he owes
the bank a lot of money. He walks into the bank and he profusely
apologizes to the bank manager for having spent more money than he
had in his account. He promises it will never happen again and
magically, the overdraft in his account disappears! Of course things
don’t work this way, so how can Hashem promise us that our sins, our
spiritual overdraft, will vanish just because we do teshuva?

In truth, there is a huge difference between the bank manager and

Hashem. The bank manager is an employee of the bank. He does not
own the bank’s money and therefore it is not within his authority to
forgive and forget the debt owed to the bank. Hashem, on the other
hand, is the Master of the universe. He is master over every living
creature. He is the Master of reward and punishment. Hashem can do
whatever He wants. Nothing is beyond His capability. He can even
forgive a person’s sins and relate to him as if he did not do the sin
that he did teshuva for.

There are two consequences that result from doing teshuva. Hashem
forgives the person for his disobedience and He wipes the slate clean
as if he never did the sin to begin with.

We refer to Hashem as Avinu Malkeinu, our Father our King. We ask
Hashem to forgive us like a father would forgive his son. That doesn’t
mean that the offensive behavior of a son against his father
disappears. We ask Hashem that as a father, despite the sin, please
forgive, as only a father could. But then we ask Hashem to erase the
sin in its entirety! That, only a King and Master has the power to do!
We do not suffice with forgiveness. We want absolution as well! Full
erasure. To achieve this, we need to truly crown Hashem King on
Rosh Hashana, for if we do not believe He is a King and master, then
by our own lack of admission, we “weaken” Hashem’s ability to erase
our sins. This is why we beseech Hashem as both a father and a King!

Today is a new day

Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

As Rosh Hashanah approaches, the passuk in this week’s
parsha, "See, | have placed before you today the life and the good, the
death and the evil; and you shall choose life,” carries a powerful
message. Why does the Torah emphasize the word "today"? Rav Moshe
Feinstein zt”l explains that it’s telling us something vital: every single
day is a new opportunity to make the right choice, regardless of what’s
happened in the past.

Often, we fall into two opposite traps.

A person may think, “I’ve messed up so much already; there’s no point
in trying anymore.” But the Torah comes to reassure us—today is a
new day! Hashem gives us the chance to begin again, no matter how
many times we’ve fallen. Each day we wake up is an opportunity to
choose life, to choose the path of growth and mitzvos.

Be the first to coronate Hashem as King on
Rosh Hashana
Come and pray at our sunrise neitz service!!
Starts at 6:05 am

OO
 RSVP RHEEcH
Spacious premi at =
na

el

[Fé'] 0545710582

On the other hand, one might think, “I’'ve been doing well my whole
life; I'm fine just the way | am.” Here too, the Torah’s message is clear:
don’t become complacent. No matter how good you’ve been until now,
each day presents new challenges and new opportunities for
improvement. We can’t rely on yesterday’s success.

How many times have we given ourselves a pass, saying “Listen, I've
been doing so well lately, | can skip x or y today.” Or the opposite, “I've
neglected this mitzva for years, I’'m going to start now?!”

As we stand at the threshold of a new year, the parsha reminds us of
this daily renewal. It’s a time to reflect on the choices we’ve made but,
more importantly, to recognize that Hashem gives us the ability to start
fresh every single day. Whether we’ve made mistakes or accomplished
great things, today is what matters most.

Of course, as part of the teshuva process, we must feel regret for our
past actions. But that does not mean we are limited by them. Rav
Moshe zt”l teaches us to stop dwelling on the past, whether with

regret or pride, and seize the opportunity of “hayom.”
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