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The gemara in Pirkei Avot tells us that Avraham was given ten
challenges, tests, by Hashem and he passed them all successfully. The
Rambam lists the challenge of Lech Lecha, leaving his home to journey
to an unknown place, as the first challenge.

Shortly after arriving in the land of Canaan, the place where Hashem
guided him to, there was a famine there. As such, he left the land of
Canaan to move to Mitzrayim where there was plenty. He was then
accosted by the danger of being killed by the Egyptians and his wife
being taken by Paraoh. The story fortunately had a happy ending
whereby Sarah was returned to Avraham unharmed and untarnished
and he was awarded wealth for his troubles.

How are we meant to view this episode, one that began with pain and
anguish but concluded on a high note, the bestowing of wealth upon
Avraham?

Rashi implies that Avraham’s decision to leave Canaan for Egypt was
the right one. This too was a test to see if Avraham would question
Hashem’s ways. For why would Hashem ask Avraham to leave his
home, sending him all the way to Canaan, just to be tested with a
famine? Yet Avraham did not complain or question. He moved to Egypt
without questioning Hashem. If Avraham passed this test, why was he
“punished” with the threat of his wife being taken forcibly away from
him? Although he became wealthy through this episode, it is still hard

to understand why both he and Sarah suffered this hardship.

For this reason, the Ramban argues with Rashi and maintains that
Avraham failed the test, by leaving Canaan due to famine. He should
have had the strength of faith to persevere and not leave. Because of
this he and Sarah were punished and Paraoh took her as a wife. It was
only due to the miracle that Hashem performed, that she was not
violated by Paraoh and was returned to her husband. But if this is so,
that this was a punishment for Avraham’s failure, why was he awarded
wealth through this episode? It seems like he was rewarded as well!
We see from here that things are rarely “black and white.” What Rashi
deems to be a success, the Ramban deems to be a failure. But
whatever the case, Hashem watches over the tzaddik and gives him the
tools that he needs to succeed in his mission. Perhaps there was an
element of success and failure in Avraham’s behavior. He may have
made the wrong decision to leave Canaan, but the fact that he did so
without complaining to Hashem, was a huge success. Hashem brought
him hardship to absolve him of his shortcomings, but rewarded him
with wealth for his achievements!

Today we woke up to the news that Donald Trump scored a resounding
victory over Kamela Harris. Will Trump be better for the Jews? No one
knows. But what we do know is, that no matter which path was chosen,
Hashem will continue to provide us with the tools we need to succeed!

The Power of a Fresh Start

Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

The first pasuk in this week’s parsha tells us how Hashem commanded
Avram to leave his home—everything he knew—and go to a land that
Hashem would show him. The second pasuk describes the blessings
that Avram will receive when he fulfills this mission: He will become a
great nation, be blessed, and more.

Rav Nevenzahl shlit"a asks an important question: What is the
relationship between these two pesukim? Is Pasuk Alef the task and
Pasuk Beis the reward? In other words, Hashem recognizes that what
He’s asking of Avram is difficult, so He promises rewards to make the
challenge more bearable. The goal is to get Avram to Eretz Yisrael, and
the blessings are simply a means to that end.

Alternatively, Rav Nevenzahl suggests that the relationship could be
the other way around. Hashem’s ultimate goal is for Avram to become
the leader of the future Jewish people. To achieve that, Avram needs
to be blessed and become a great nation. So, how does Hashem bring
that about? By commanding him to leave his current location and
travel to a new one. In this view, the blessings in Pasuk Beis aren’t
merely a reward for the task in Pasuk Alef—they are the goal
themselves. Avram needs to emerge as the father of the Jewish people,
and that requires a dramatic change, starting with leaving the familiar
behind.

The Gemara teaches that shinui makom—changing one’s place—can
have the power to effect divine judgment. But how does that work?
Rav Nevenzahl offers a few different approaches. One explanation is
that changing location is a humbling experience. When you live in the
same town, everyone knows you You have your regular seat in shul,

your go-to grocery store, and a deep understanding of the local
bureaucracy. Anyone who has made aliyah can appreciate how
humbling it is to adjust to a new culture! This humility, Rav Nevenzahl
suggests, can open the door to new blessings in life.

Alternatively, Rav Nevenzahl proposes a deeper idea: Sometimes, we
have the potential for blessing in our lives, but we don’t fully tap into it
because we are so accustomed to our surroundings, routines, and
comfort zones. Avram needed a fresh start, a new chapter in life, to
push him to try new things, take risks, and explore his full potential. By
changing his location, he was able to start anew and become the
person he was meant to be.

In our own lives, we sometimes feel stuck in a loop: the same schedule,
the same people, the same surroundings. Now, don’t get me wrong—
consistency is a wonderful thing! But when we find ourselves stagnant,
not growing or striving to improve, it might be time to shake things up
a bit. A change in environment or a new approach can help us unlock
the blessings Hashem is waiting to give us and actualize our true
potential.

Rabbi Isaac
Bernstein

Ahuza 14
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	The gemara in Pirkei Avot tells us that Avraham was given ten challenges, tests, by Hashem and he passed them all successfully. The Rambam lists the challenge of Lech Lecha, leaving his home to journey to an unknown place, as the first challenge.  Shortly after arriving in the land of Canaan, the place where Hashem guided him to, there was a famine there. As such, he left the land of Canaan to move to Mitzrayim where there was plenty. He was then accosted by the danger of being killed by the Egyptians and his wife being taken by Paraoh. The story fortunately had a happy ending whereby Sarah was returned to Avraham unharmed and untarnished and he was awarded wealth for his troubles. How are we meant to view this episode, one that began with pain and anguish but concluded on a high note, the bestowing of wealth upon Avraham? Rashi implies that Avraham’s decision to leave Canaan for Egypt was the right one. This too was a test to see if Avraham would question Hashem’s ways. For why would Hashem ask Avraham to leave his home, sending him all the way to Canaan, just to be tested with a famine? Yet Avraham did not complain or question. He moved to Egypt without questioning Hashem. If Avraham passed this test, why was he “punished” with the threat of his wife being taken forcibly away from him? Although he became wealthy through this episode, it is still hard
	to understand why both he and Sarah suffered this hardship. For this reason, the Ramban argues with Rashi and maintains that Avraham failed the test, by leaving Canaan due to famine. He should have had the strength of faith to persevere and not leave. Because of this he and Sarah were punished and Paraoh took her as a wife. It was only due to the miracle that Hashem performed, that she was not violated by Paraoh and was returned to her husband. But if this is so, that this was a punishment for Avraham’s failure, why was he awarded wealth through this episode? It seems like he was rewarded as well! We see from here that things are rarely “black and white.” What Rashi deems to be a success, the Ramban deems to be a failure. But whatever the case, Hashem watches over the tzaddik and gives him the tools that he needs to succeed in his mission. Perhaps there was an element of success and failure in Avraham’s behavior. He may have made the wrong decision to leave Canaan, but the fact that he did so without complaining to Hashem, was a huge success. Hashem brought him hardship to absolve him of his shortcomings, but rewarded him with wealth for his achievements! Today we woke up to the news that Donald Trump scored a resounding victory over Kamela Harris. Will Trump be better for the Jews? No one knows. But what we do know is, that no matter which path was chosen, Hashem will continue to provide us with the tools we need to succeed!

	The Power of a Fresh Start‏
	Rabbi Isaac Bernstein
	The first pasuk in this week’s parsha tells us how Hashem commanded Avram to leave his home—everything he knew—and go to a land that Hashem would show him. The second pasuk describes the blessings that Avram will receive when he fulfills this mission: He will become a great nation, be blessed, and more. Rav Nevenzahl shlit"a asks an important question: What is the relationship between these two pesukim? Is Pasuk Alef the task and Pasuk Beis the reward? In other words, Hashem recognizes that what He’s asking of Avram is difficult, so He promises rewards to make the challenge more bearable. The goal is to get Avram to Eretz Yisrael, and the blessings are simply a means to that end. Alternatively, Rav Nevenzahl suggests that the relationship could be the other way around. Hashem’s ultimate goal is for Avram to become the leader of the future Jewish people. To achieve that, Avram needs to be blessed and become a great nation. So, how does Hashem bring that about? By commanding him to leave his current location and travel to a new one. In this view, the blessings in Pasuk Beis aren’t merely a reward for the task in Pasuk Alef—they are the goal themselves. Avram needs to emerge as the father of the Jewish people, and that requires a dramatic change, starting with leaving the familiar behind. The Gemara teaches that shinui makom—changing one’s place—can have the power to effect divine judgment. But how does that work? Rav Nevenzahl offers a few different approaches. One explanation is that changing location is a humbling experience. When you live in the same town, everyone knows you You have your regular seat in shul,
	your go-to grocery store, and a deep understanding of the local bureaucracy. Anyone who has made aliyah can appreciate how humbling it is to adjust to a new culture! This humility, Rav Nevenzahl suggests, can open the door to new blessings in life. Alternatively, Rav Nevenzahl proposes a deeper idea: Sometimes, we have the potential for blessing in our lives, but we don’t fully tap into it because we are so accustomed to our surroundings, routines, and comfort zones. Avram needed a fresh start, a new chapter in life, to push him to try new things, take risks, and explore his full potential. By changing his location, he was able to start anew and become the person he was meant to be. In our own lives, we sometimes feel stuck in a loop: the same schedule, the same people, the same surroundings. Now, don’t get me wrong—consistency is a wonderful thing! But when we find ourselves stagnant, not growing or striving to improve, it might be time to shake things up a bit. A change in environment or a new approach can help us unlock the blessings Hashem is waiting to give us and actualize our true potential.
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